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Advent 1
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this morning will feature worship and
readings in an Advent setting based on G. F. Handel’s The Messiah.  The service was designed by J. Evan
Kreider, and we will be led in our sing-along Messiah by Eric Hannan, Ruth Enns will accompany on the
piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.   Please join us after the service for potluck lunch and fellowship in
the dining room.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on
the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact other parents or any church board
member for more information.

Last Sunday   John Klassen (ex-Trinity Professor of
Church History) drew inspiration from the lectionary texts
Ezekiel 34, Matthew 25 and Ephesians 1 to characterize
our lives as goats and sheep.  John noted that these texts
primarily dealt with our treatment of the poor, and drew
strongly the link to Adam and Eve’s original fall from the
garden in search of knowledge.  John noted the poor often
receive ill-treatment as “You pushed with flank and
shoulder and butted the weak animals with your horns.”
(Ez 34:21), but God Herself succors the poor by
“welcoming the stranger” in that well-known passage from
Matthew 25:31-46.  John then broke from scripture and
drew an important distinction between speaking scripture
and speaking about scripture, and noted these are
intimately tied up with works.  Though grace is sufficient,
the texts also call us to works, as do the poor everywhere
around us, and John made special note of the Occupy movement as being worthy of help.  John asked “how
then are we to live?” He noted the moral system God created to help the poor is one rite of salvation, and drew
on his experience in Pax in the 1960s as a guide to his emerging faith. Though societies have used force to
enforce a just society, God entreats us with mercy to follow his path, and offers his empathy with our suffering
by reminding us of the sacrifice of his Son to encourage us to return to the Garden. In the Ephesians passage,
Paul notes we were given  “the inward eye” to see the love God has for us. Let us look, not with the knowledge
that comes of learning, but with the inward eye.    [AP] 

PGIMF News
December 4 Santosh Ninan Love - Advent II
December 11 Karl Brown Advent III
December 18 Carols and Songs Advent IV - Potluck Breakfast
December 25 No Service

OMembership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We see
membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our mutual desire
to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership please contact one the
church board members.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

2011 Advent Vespers
Abendmusik Choir

You and your friends are invited to attend the
Abendmusik Advent Vespers, 60 minutes of choral
singing, hymns, responsive readings and prayers.
Timothy Corlis conducts the choir in Andrea
Siemens' arrangement of The Huron Carol and
concludes with Corliss’ O magnum mysterium for
choir and cello.  An offering will be taken in
support of the Choir and the Menno Simons Centre
student residence.

Saturday, December 3rd, at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel
Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Rd.
Sunday, December 4th, at 8:00 pm at Knox United
Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st Ave.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Ike and Hilda thank the congregation for the beautiful card and messages received this week. They were
touched by the personal notes, and read them all more than once. Though at present Hilda does not have the
strength  just yet come to church, and Ike is not content to leave her alone, they remain faithful to the hope that
God is looking out for them.

( Christmas Celebration at PGIMF   Keep the afternoon of Saturday December 10 open on your calendar
for a colourful celebration of Christmas with a Mexican theme with PGIMF at the Schovich household.  Bring
a festive dish in red, green and white, and make the celebration come alive with your ideas to the social
committee. 
  
The Wider Church
MB Mission    Pray for Edd & Ingrid Russell as they continue to serve with a team in northern Thailand at the
Changed Life Centre.  Pray as Edd is beginning to learn and to write Thai script and Ingrid to get a better grasp
of Thai grammar. 

MCC-BC    MCC Christmas Giving Catalogue! Give the gift of hope, peace, water, livestock, education, relief,
or friendship. This resource is available online at https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving or contact the MCC
BC office at 604 850 6639, toll free at 1 888 622 6337

The Lookout Gallery    At Rgent College opens a new show November 20 featuring Ian Moar in The Eclectic
Eye, a photographic exhibition of the Vancouver artist’s eye.  Opening reception Wednesday November 30th

from 4:30 - 7:30 pm.   

Regent College    You can order your copy of The Cradle and the Crown, A Regent College Advent Reader a
medley of reflections edited by G. Richard Thompson and containing submissions from dozens of authors and
thinkers, as you celebrate the Advent season in the company of the Regent community.  For more information
or to order your copy in time for advent, see  http://www.regent-college.edu/adventreader.php   

Christmas Fair    West Point Grey Presbyterian Church, 4397 West 12th Avenue, will hold a "Christmas Fair"
on Saturday, December 3rd from 10:00am to 2:00pm.  Christmas baking, candy, used books, local crafters and
face painting by Sunflower Academy. A gourmet soup lunch will be available from 11:00am to 1:30pm.

The Vancouver Men’s Chorus at West Point Grey United Church (4595 W. 8  Ave. At Tolmie) features anth

Advent special Making Spirits Bright 2011 –  “The Screen Edition”  complete with television and movie
holiday favourites from animated cartoons, televised Christmas specials, and the silver screen.  Admission by
donation to the Sock Project for the homeless.  Minimum donation at the door $10 per person and please bring
a pair of new socks if able. Tax receipts over $20 when requested. Light refreshments will be served following
the concert  Sun. Nov. 27 at 7 p.m. 

Pacific Theatre features A Christmas Caro, Charles Dickens’ novel adapted by Ron Reed. On a dark and
haunted Christmas eve, a solitary man navigates unknown supernatural terrain on a harrowing quest for
redemption – confronted by visions of the world he’s forgotten to see and the man he forgot to become. This
impassioned one-man performance restores the thrilling originality, wit and fire of Dickens’ masterpiece of
storytelling – glorious language, vivid characterization and compelling social conscience.  Shows run
December 2-31 Wed - Sat at 8:00pm, Saturday matinees at 2:00 pm with Special Showings available on the
website at www.pacifictheatre.org. Tickets 18:50 - 29.50, less for student/senior available at the box office, on
the website or by phone at 604-731-5518. 
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