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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Veronica Dyck, Andre Pekovich
will lead us in song, Deberah Shears will accompany at the piano, and Erna Freisen is your usher.  Later we will
hear from Joseph Dutko, whose   Parents with small children, please note that arrangements have been made for

child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact any other parent in the

service, or any member of the church board for more information. Please join us for potluck lunch in the dining
room after the service - everyone is welcome, and especially our guests, whether or not you brought something -
please stay and eat as there is always plenty of food!

Last Sunday   “Who do you say that I am?” and Pilate’s question: Are you the King of the Jews? was the focus of
Evan Kreider’s sermon last Sunday.  In our list of adjectives, describing Jesus as king is not common; we don‘t pray
to King Jesus.  Evan noted that Christ the king was a popular theme in the middle ages, a concept reflected in some
older hymns. Officially Jesus died because he told Pilate he was king of the Jews. Pilate should have realized that
Jesus provided no threat to the Roman empire. The inscription “INRI” on many crosses denotes “Jesus of Nazareth
King of the Jews.” “Kingdom” is a word denoting tremendous power, Jesus proclaimed a kingdom that has no
soldiers, no real estate and no currency.Yet Christ the king demands absolute obedience. (HN)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
December 6 Sing-along Messiah 2nd Advent
December 13 Janice Kreider 3rd Advent
December 20 Andre Pekovich Christmas Songs & Readings / Potluck brunch
December 27 Kevin Hiebert Praise & learn about God

Membership    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We see membership in the
church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our mutual desire to serve God and walk
with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership please contact one the church board members.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Murray & Faith Nickel travel from Canada to the Democratic
Republic of Congo on a regular basis, serving as resource people for current
and new projects there.  Please pray for travel safety and that they might find
favor with our Congolese brothers and sisters as they work together to further God’s Kingdom.

MCC   Give a "Gift that Matters" when you shop with the MCC Christmas Giving Catalogue. Visit
mcc.org/Christmas to make your selection and purchase. Gifts start at just $9 and include a gift card and project
insert. For a copy of the catalogue, see A Common Place magazine or contact the MCC office at 1 888 622 6337.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF church board meeting

Tuesday December 1st at Hannans. 



Vancouver Cantata Singers    Please join the Cantata
Singers for A Christmas Reprise, their annual blockbuster
Christmas concert.  Sunday December 13th  at 3:00 pm at the
Bell Centre for Performing Arts, Surrey, and Saturday
December 19th at 2:00 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral.  Tickets
at 604-730-8856 or online at
www.vancouvercantatasingers.com.   

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir    Don’t miss the Christmas
Season of the VMWC beginning the first of Advent on
November 29th with a rousing chorus to share with audiences
of every age.  A series of five concerts include high school
choirs and even Winter Harp Ensemble on concerts at First
Baptist in Vancouver, Massey Theatre in New West and
Shaughnessy Heights United.  Tickets from Edwin Hintz, or
from Ticketmaster (extra fee) or from the choir office at 604-
878-1190 or at www.vwmc.ca 

The Vancouver Peace Choir is a group of 34 singers who
come together to sing about the topic of peace. Our music is here to support our lives and inspire us to take peace-
making seriously - politically, environmentally, and interpersonally.  You are invited to hear our next concert Oh
Great Mystery in Decemeber12th at 8:00 pm at VST in the Chapel of the Epiphany, 6030 Chancellor Blvd, UBC.

Opera Appassionata presents Amahl and the Night Visitors, by Giancarlo Menotti, a story about the 3 wise men on
their way to find the newborn King of the Jews. One evening, they stop at a poor widow’s small house on the road,
whose crippled son, Amahl, loves nature, music and imagination. The wise men stay for the night, but the widow
can’t help thinking that she wouldn’t have to go begging if she could have some of the gold....  In English with
orchestral accompaniment.  November 27th-29th, and December 4th-6th at Sherbrooke and various Vancouver
churches.  Tickets $25 / S/s $20 at 604-321-6674.   See www.operaappassionata.org for locations.

Call to worship

One In this season of expectation

All We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

One Into the bustle of our lives
and the hard to find moments of solitude

All We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

One Into our homes and situations
along with friends and families

All We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

One Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of
our lives

All We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

One For beneath the surface of your story
is an inescapable fact
You entered this world
as vulnerable as any one of us
in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.
Our fears, our insecurities and our sins
all that can separate us from God
exchanged by your Grace for Love.
We cannot comprehend the reasoning
only marvel that Salvation comes to us
through a baby born in a stable,
and reaches out to a world in need.
In this season of anticipation

All We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.

Prayer and liturgy - prayers on a theme of Advent
http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm 

You are invited to Abendmusik's annual

Advent Vespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted
choral singing, congregational hymns,
meditative responsive readings and prayers
appropriate to the season, conducted by Andrea
Siemens. Please feel free to bring friends who
might appreciate music and an opportunity for
reflection--no applause, no sermon, no
announcements. Offering taken to support the
Choir and The Menno Simons Centre, a
residence for the 22 Christian university
students attending UBC and Regent College. 
December 5th at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel Free
Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Rd,
Abbotsford, and Sunday December 6th at 8:00
pm at Knox United, 5600 Balaclava at 41st Ave.



Lighting of the Advent candle

One Today is the first Sunday in Advent - the time
when we prepare once again for the coming of
Jesus.

Two We light a candle to remind us that Jesus

brings light into the dark places of the world.

One Through the prophets, God promised a future
shaped by justice and righteousness.  Jeremiah
gave the people of Israel hope that such a future
would be revealed through the ‘righteous

Branch’ which would spring from the house of
David.

Two We share this hope as we wait for the

fulfillment of God’s promise in the birth of

Jesus, promised Saviour, Light of the world.

Both We light the candle of hope. (A candle is lit)

Liturgies Online

www.liturgiesonline.com.au/liturgies/main/index.php? 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance
based on Psalm 25: 1 - 4

One To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

All I put my trust in you, O God, do not let me
be put to shame;

One do not let my enemies exult over me.

All Do not let those who wait for you be put to
shame;

One let those be ashamed who neglect your
faithfulness, and who act with evil intent.

All Teach me your ways, O God and guide me in
your paths.

One We bring to mind these things for which we are
ashamed -

All for wilfully acting with less than good
intentions -

One for abusing the faithfulness of God by our

failure to live faith-full lives.
A time of silence to reflect on these

words

All Forgive us, O God - cleanse our hearts and
minds of all that prevents us from loving you
and loving our neighbour. May our lives be
marked by faith active in love as we watch
and wait for your breaking into our world
once more. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

One The apostle Paul prayed that the Lord may make
our love overflow for each other and for
everyone....that the Lord may strengthen our
hearts in holiness so that we will be blameless
before God. (1 Thessalonians 3: 12,13) The good
news therefore, is this: in and through Jesus
Christ, our sins are forgiven.

All Thanks be to God!

Liturgies Online
www.liturgiesonline.com.au/liturgies/main/index.php?



Ecclesiastes 6:9a

7 All human toil is for the mouth, yet the appetite is not
satisfied. 8For what advantage have the wise over fools?
And what do the poor have who know how to conduct
themselves before the living? 9Better is the sight of the

eyes than the wandering of desire; this also is vanity
and a chasing after wind.

Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, 14

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
   vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3What do people gain from all the toil
   at which they toil under the sun? 
    [....]
12 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem,
13applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom
all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business
that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I

saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and
see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

Ecclesiastes  2:24-25

24 There is nothing better for mortals than to eat
and drink, and find enjoyment in their toil. This also,
I saw, is from the hand of God; 25for apart from him
who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the
one who pleases him God gives wisdom and knowledge
and joy; but to the sinner he gives the work of gathering
and heaping, only to give to one who pleases God. This
also is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13

9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have
seen the business that God has given to everyone to be
busy with. 11He has made everything suitable for its
time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end. 12I know that there

is nothing better for them than to be happy and
enjoy themselves as long as they live; 13moreover, it
is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all their toil. 14I know that whatever God
does endures for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all
should stand in awe before him. 15That which is, already
has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks
out what has gone by.

[All passages NRSV]

Ecclesiastes 3:22

18I said in my heart with regard to human beings that
God is testing them to show that they are but animals.
19For the fate of humans and the fate of animals is the
same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the
same breath, and humans have no advantage over the
animals; for all is vanity. 20All go to one place; all are
from the dust, and all turn to dust again. 21Who knows
whether the human spirit goes upwards and the spirit of
animals goes downwards to the earth? 22So I saw that

there is nothing better than that all should enjoy
their work, for that is their lot; who can bring them
to see what will be after them?

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20

18 This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to
eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with
which one toils under the sun the few days of the life
God gives us; for this is our lot. 19Likewise all to
whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom
he enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and
find enjoyment in their toil—this is the gift of God.
20For they will scarcely brood over the days of their
lives, because God keeps them occupied with the joy
of their hearts.

Ecclesiastes 8:15

14 There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there
are righteous people who are treated according to the
conduct of the wicked, and there are wicked people who
are treated according to the conduct of the righteous. I
said that this also is vanity. 15So I commend

enjoyment, for there is nothing better for people
under the sun than to eat, and drink, and enjoy
themselves, for this will go with them in their toil
through the days of life that God gives them under
the sun.

Ecclesiastes 9:7-10

7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink your
wine with a merry heart; for God has long ago
approved what you do. 8Let your garments always be
white; do not let oil be lacking on your head. 9Enjoy
life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your
vain life that are given you under the sun, because
that is your portion in life and in your toil at which
you toil under the sun. 10Whatever your hand finds
to do, do with your might; for there is no work or
thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which
you are going.


