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November 30, 2003 

First Advent 
 
Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Karl 
Brown; Rosie Perera will be leading us in song and Heather Pauls will be accompanying on the piano. Later we 
will hear from Dan Nighswander who will be speaking.   Cynthia Friesen and Jeff Schulz are in charge of Sunday 
School, while Krista Voth and Heather Shantz will be with the toddlers. Please stay with us after the service for 
potluck lunch and fellowship.  There is always plenty for everyone. 
 
Last Sunday: J. Evan Kreider led us in a series of thoughts, meditations and prayers on the people who have 
passed from our lives this year past for our celebration of Eternity Sunday.  Death is a subject too often seen as 
too morbid for consideration, or falsely glossed over with the phrase “ they are in a better place” , or worst of all, 
remembered only in our self-penned “obituaries written as dull as the books we write” .  But Evan demonstrated to 
us the imagery that poets and theologians have gifted us with over the centuries to show how “we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made,”  and as we uttered the remembrance of a name, a bell is rung signifying the race is won.  
Perhaps the scoundrel privateer Sir Walter Raleigh said it best when he wrote on his dark night of the soul before 
beheading: 

 “Even such is Time, which takes in trust 
Our youth, our joys, and all we have, And pays us but with age and dust, Who in the dark and silent 
grave, When we have wandered all our ways, Shuts up the story of our days: And from which earth, and 
grave, and dust, The Lord shall raise me up, I trust.”   

PGIMF News: 
 
Upcoming speakers 
December 7    Vange Thiessen    2nd Advent 

December 14    Henry Kliewer (MCBC)   3rd Advent 
December 21    Messiah singalong   4th Advent 
December 28      
 
Kevin continues to make available the most recent sermons on-line (as long as our bandwidth charges allows!)  
You can get the latest two on the church website at www.pgimf.org and follow the links. 
 
New Address   Colin Schmidt has a new e-mail address: [available upon request]  and sends the following 
message: “Hope life is well there. Little person [Gabrielle-ed.]  is growing, cooing, 'pooping' like a machine. She's 
pretty 'cool'. Life is going good and we're enjoying winter - yes, one can enjoy winter. Colette's playing hockey 
(while Colin  plays daddy), Colin is teaching power skating (as well as looking busy at work), and everyone is 
enjoying Gabrielle. Hope to bump into you again sometime soon.  Found an old bulletin (I tend to keep them by 
the toilet...to read with!!!!), and noticed it had an old email address in there (although it listed it as new). Please 
change my email address to the [above].  Have a great day!” 
 

 Christmas Party!! 
The Social Committee would like to put on a Christmas Party this year to celebrate.  December 14th has been 
chosen as the date to come together in the evening, bring potluck desserts or baking, drink hot apple cider, 
decorate the chapel, and sing some carols.  Contact Diane Schartner or Carman Thiessen with your ideas or 
offers of help.  We will be asking for expressions of commitment for your attendance soon. 
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The Wider Church 
 
MB Missions   PRAY FOR PORTUGAL. Otto and Marjorie Ekk are MBMS International missionaries in 
Portugal. The Ekks lead an emerging church in the outskirts of Lisbon and give leadership for two other church 
plants. Pray also for wisdom as they are team leaders for the MBMSI workers in Portugal. 
 
MBMSI has an article on peacemaking and the training and education programs being offered all around the 
world - Shamshabad,  India; Kinshasa, Congo; Lithuania Christian College.  Read more at  
http://www.mbmission.org/stories_newsletter.php  
 
Pacific Theatre presents their production of THE LION, THE WRETCH, AND THE WARDROBE (running 
Nov 28 - Jan 4) at the Norman Rothstein Theatre, 41st and Oak.  For tickets, call 731-5518 or online at 
http://www.pacifictheatre.org. 
 
MDS   Barriere, British Columbia  DISASTER: 2003 BC WILDFIRES, VOLUNTEERS: 182, JOBS: 59, 
COMPLETED: 54   Volunteers needed to assist with the construction of new homes.  Project directors: Henry and 
Pearl Dueck  (250) 672-5666, [available upon request]   Box 261, Barriere, B.C. 
 
George and Victoria Hobson send a message: “Greetings from Paris! I am writing for two reasons. The first is simply to confirm 
to you, as I said several months ago I would do, that the generous contribution of the Mennonnite Church has been equally distributed among the 
four parties concerned. Victoria and I have heard back informally from three of them and know that the money for the fourth did arrive and was 
received. They are thrilled and grateful. For them, $556 American dollars (which is what each was given) was a hefty gift, which will enable them 
substantially to further their respective work of teaching, evangelism, and care for widows and orphans, in Burundi and Rwanda. Victoria and I 
can't thank you enough for your generosity--as well as being of huge benefit to the recipients, it has been a great encouragement to us. I'm sure you 
will inform your church of our gratitude. Because of the informal and private way in which the money was distributed via my bank in New York, as 
well as the massive communication difficulties still prevailing in these countries, I have no "official" letters from the recipients, simply their happy 
informal acknowledgements or, in the fourth case, evidence via my bank that the money transfer got through.  My second reason for writing is to 
inquire whether you might consider sponsoring a friend of ours for immigration into Canada or, if that is not possible, whether you could put us 
onto an organization or person that might be able to help. He has been living in Paris and coming to the American Cathedral for about a year and is 
now trying to find his way to Canada. Here are the facts about him that I have:  Viliyan VELKOV; Bulgarian, about 35 years old, strong and able-
bodied; needs to find private (not government) sponsorship to emigrate, as he is not in the special category of refugee; trained as a radio and TV 
technician and electro-technician, but can also do handy-man jobs of all sorts (I can vouch for this--he is an excellent worker, diligent, honest, 
competent); possesses valid Bulgarian passport, ID card, driving licence, two school diplomas (translated into English), birth certificate.  That is the 
information he has given me. Please let me know if you can do anything with it, and if there is something else he would need to provide for his case 
to be considered by your church or by an individual. We'd like to help this man if possible. Many thanks for any help or advice you can give us.  
With very best wishes, George and Victoria Hobson 
 
Your comments on this issue of sponsorship would be welcome.  Andre Pekovich will accept all proposals on behalf of 
the board. 
Sherbrooke Refugee Food Bank   A project we have supported since its inception, the Sherbrooke Food Bank 
feeds several refugee families for several weeks during a fixed program that includes orientation, job search and 
housing training.  Currently they are working with three families from Columbia and a family of eight from 
Pakistan that does not eat meat, which the volunteers are finding disconcerting.  Thanks to the volunteers for their 
good work, and to PGIMF and Ed Hintz for their financial and personal support. 
 

       
Our new pastor?   Received from a friend and found it worth passing on... 

This was written by an 8-year-old, Danny Dutton of Chula 
Vista, CA, for his third-grade homework assignment. The 
assignment was to explain God. Wonder if any of us could do 
as well?"  

EXPLAIN GOD  

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to 
replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to 
take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grown-ups, just 
babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. 
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That way He doesn't have to take up His valuable time 
teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leaves that to 
mothers and fathers.  

God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An 
awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers 
and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have 
time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. God sees 
everything and hears everything and is everywhere which 
keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His time 
by going over your Mom and Dad's head asking for something 
they said you couldn't have.  

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think 
there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren't any who 
come to our church. Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the 
hard work like walking on water and performing miracles and 
people finally got tired of Him preaching to them and they 
crucified Him. But He was good and kind, like His Father and 
He told His Father that they didn't know what they were doing 
and to forgive them and God said "O.K."  

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and 
all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn't have to go 

out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So He did. 
And now He helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and 
seeing things which are important for God to take care of and 
which ones He can take care of Himself without having to 
bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.  

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you 
because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all 
the time. You should always go to church on Sunday because 
it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make 
happy, it's God. Don't skip church to do something you think 
will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And 
besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon 
anyway.  

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will 
be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with 
you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around 
you when you're scared in the dark or when you can't swim 
and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids. But...you 
shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you.  

I figure God put me here and He can take me back anytime 
He pleases. And...that's why I believe in God.  

 

 
 
MCBC Special Delegates Meeting   At a special 
meeting held Saturday November 29th at Bethel Church 
in Langley, the delegates (including four from PGIMF) 
voted to accept a budget proposed for MCBC for the 
coming year.  This budget process has been marred by 
disagreement among the congregations, some of whom 
propose limiting the amount of money sent from MCBC 
to MC Canada, and one of whom threatens to leave the 
conference.  Compromise allowed the budget to be 
passed for this year nearly unchanged from the previous 
year, and further sessions are planned to deal with the 
acrimonious issue of support for people with alternative 
lifestyles in our congregations.  Your prayers for 
patience and forbearance in the coming weeks are 
requested to help church and conference leadership deal 
effectively and respectfully with this issue.   
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Luke 21: 25-36 
 
25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and 
stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish 
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the 
sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive 
of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28When these things 
begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near."  29He told them this parable: "Look at the 
fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout 
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see 
these things happening, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near.  

32"I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things 
have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away.  
34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed 
down with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 
unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon 
all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36Be always on the watch, and pray that you 
may be able to escape all that is about to 
happen, and that you may be able to stand 
before the Son of Man."   
 
 

 
http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-
bin/bible?language=english&passage=Luke+21%3A
+25-36&version=NIV 
 


