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October 3, 2004
World Fellowship Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Veronica
Dyck; Andre Pekovich will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano. Later
we will hear from Dietmar Neufeld whose talk will be on “Recovering Laughter”.   Nadine Neudorf and Jaclyn
Smith will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Katy Garden and Jackie Bolen will be with the Sunday School
classes.  Thanks to Rovin Karuna for ushering and to Rosie Perera for recording the public portions of the
service.  Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Walter Bergen spoke at our Fellowship's 18th Anniversary Service. Walter and Janet served as
the Centre's first Residence Coordinators (1986-88). In speaking appreciatively of the work of both the Centre
and the Fellowship over the past 18 years, he said, "When God realized what was needed in B.C., God thought of
you people . . . what a remarkable gift you are." He noted our Fellowship's theological position in the province,
responding to the fundamentalism and increasingly non-denominational post-revival churches in the Valley by
developing and maintaining rigorous styles of worship which nourish faith for families, professionals and
university graduates alike. Where PGIMF is headed, do the goals of 18 years ago need revision? Part of his
answer is that both John 3 (faith) and Luke 4 (social action) should be integral not only to scripture but also to the
faith life of our urban fellowship. Can we study scriptures together, not just to learn them intellectually but to
submit to them, and to each other? He concluded by handing out organic L-star apples, which, like scripture, are
not polished, if not dealt with in care can be seriously marred, but used can be nourishing. He also believes that
Verna, Bill and Bert 
somehow remain with us in spirit, proud that the fellowship has flourished for 18 years. [JEK] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we go through the hymnal from 1 to 658.  We are on # 450.

Upcoming speakers
October 10 Liturgical Service Thanksgiving
October 17 Gordon Nickel Christians and Muslims
October 24 tba
October 31 Reformation Sunday Potluck/Congregational meeting

����Thanksgiving   Please bring your thanksgiving decorations and help decorate the church.  Saturday October
9th, Erika Hannan will be at the church coordinating decoration - please drop by and help place your things for
our service on the 10th.  Everything welcome!  (You may take them back after the service on Sunday.)

New e-mail addresses for Barton Thiessen and Carman Thiessen available from webmaster. They are completing
Barton’s residency in Newfoundland and enjoying life there very much.

����Abendmusik     Thanksgiving Vespers with Abendmusik Choir will be held at 8:00 pm on Sat., Oct 16 at
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church in Abbotsford and Sun., Oct. 17 at Knox United in Vancouver.  All proceeds
go to support the work of the Menno Simons Centre.  
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Seminars offered on homosexuality
Walking in grace is the first of two seminars originally called for presenting at the extraordinary delegate
meeting in March. The seminar, on October 22-23, will look at homosexuality from a theological and practical
ministry perspective. A second seminar, in 2005, will address how Mennonite church structures support our
belief and practice.

Speakers are Willard Swartley, professor at AMBS and author of Homosexuality: Biblical Interpretation and
Moral Discernment, and Toni Dolfo-Smith and Neil Rempel, who work with Living Waters, an organization
that addresses emotional and sexual issues and is dedicated to speaking biblical truth with compassion. 

Swartley will look at scripture, culture and the church as they relate to homosexuality. A copy of Swartley’’s
book is available for $20 from the MC B.C. office. Dolfo-Smith and Rempel will share their experiences of
same-sex attraction, and what it means to create a loving ministry in the church.

The seminar is $40. Register through your church or through the MC B.C. office before October 15th. (Late
registration has been delayed til this date). For further information call (604) 850-6658 or e-mail:

.  This seminar is part of the season of discernment undertaken by all churches in MCBC at
the last extraordinary meeting and your participation would be most welcome.

***Please see Don Teichroeb if you can go.***

Dear brothers and sisters: 
It is that time of year, and we are ready to facilitate your interest and involvement in small groups. 
At this moment several possibilities could be considered: 

1. A house group in the general area of the Menno Simons Centre 
2. A group that would meet to look at what Scripture says about prayer and then pray 
3. A morning "before work" group
4. Hearing and interacting with several individual's Faith Journey's
5. Providing contact information for persons interested in a small group with another church in their
geographical area.
6.WHAT GROUP FOCUS INTERESTS YOU? 

Would you be prepared to give leadership to a small group?  If you are committed to becoming part of a small
group, what is your preference on days, times and frequency of gathering? 

John & Herb 
Pastoral Care

The Wider Church
MBMSI   PRAY FOR LEADERS. Please pray today for David and Alexandra Rempel, MBMSI workers in
Germany. They are working in pastoral leadership and development of two MB churches in Bavaria. Pray for the
lay people in both congregations that they will sense God’s call on their lives and rise up to take leadership.

Cantata Singers   Oktoberfest  Join Vancouver Cantata Singers for a gala fund-raising event featuring dinner,
silent auction and dancing to a Bavarian band!  Saturday, October 16, 6:30pm  Taproom at the Granville Island
Brewery  For tickets and information call our office at 604-730-8856.

Pacific Theatre   Cyrus Manning, preacher at the First Church of Ruin, Texas, must face the possibility that his
small town career is finished. This brilliant solo performance chronicles the tough, often humorous battle of a
man chasing the will of God in a time of divine silence.  Featuring Jeff Berryman, Leaving Ruin runs September
30 – October 9, 2004, Wednesdays –– Saturdays at 8pm with 2 pm matinees on Saturdays. All performances at
Pacific Theatre (1420 W 12th Ave, Vancouver). Adult Tickets $24 Wed & Thurs, $28 Fri & Sat; For ticket
information call the Pacific Theatre box office 604.731.5518 or visit www.pacifictheatre.org.  (Group discounts
available!)
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Headline News about Christian Peacemaker Teams

At about 7:15am on the morning of Wednesday September
29, 2004, settlers attacked Christian Peacemaker Team
members Chris Brown and Kim Lamberty as they
accompanied children to school. The children, from the
village of Tuba, have experienced harassment from settlers
in the past as they to school in the village of al-Tuwani...

Lamberty has been released from the Soroka hospital in
Beer Sheva. She received treatment for a broken arm and a
broken knee and is recovering in Jerusalem. Brown, whom
the settlers beat with a bat and chains, remains in the
hospital. He sustained broken ribs from the attack. One
punctured his lung, for which he required surgery. He
suffered a contusion to his temple, but doctors have now
ruled out a brain injury...

School children still threatened in south Hebron hills

Thursday Sep 30 2004
CPT Hebron has replaced its two members, Chris Brown
and Kim Lamberty, who were attacked and injured on
yesterday morning by Israelis from the Ma'on settlement
outpost. This morning, September 30, the children from
the village of Tuba were able to reach school safely in al-
Tuwani. An Israeli police jeep outside the Maon settlement
helped to ensure a peaceful journey. The District
Coordinating Officer (DCO) has confirmed the children's
right to use the "settler road" to go to school.
Unfortunately an Israeli army patrol entered al-Tuwani
today warning villagers that if CPT continued to
accompany the schoolchildren along that road, "there will
be violence." The villagers are upset and confused by this
development.... 

The Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary has just released the first two weeks of its new Anabaptist
Prayer Book, which offers a series of morning and evening services (prayers and scriptures) suitable for small
groups wishing to worship together on a daily basis. You can visit the website at: www.AMBS.edu/prayerbook 

Mennonite Historical Society Annual Fundraising Banquet. "Shepherds, Servants & Prophets: Saints & Sinners
Among Russian Mennonite Leaders".  Come for a colourful overview of early 20th century Mennonite history
through the lives of our leaders with Dr. Harry Loewen.  Saturday Oct. 16th 2004 at 6:00 p.m. at Columbia Place
(CBC), Abbotsford, B.C. For tickets contact 604-853-6177, or #211 - 2825 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford, B.C.

Making Sense of Kids with Gordon Neufeld  Young parents are invited to register for the upcoming 8-week
course (Tuesday nights) with psychologist Gordon Neufeld. “It is my desire to teach in such a way that those
involved with children can get a sense of their charges from inside out."  A traditional lecture approach marries
Gordon’s easy style with his ability to simplify conflicting paradigms about child-rearing.  PGIMF will pay 50%
of the registration fee for young couples from the church who want to enroll.   For more course information, see
www.gordonneufeld.com;  and to get help with registration, see Cynthia Friesen or Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen.

Thomas Merton: Social Critic, Prophetic Voice workshop   Sat. Oct. 30, 9:30 am - noon or 1:00 - 3:00 pm. 
Canadian Memorial Centre for Peace,1825 W. 16th Aveue, Vancouver (16th near Burrard). This workshop
explores some of the influences that shaped Merton's thoughts on peace, nonviolence and justice, and suggests
ways in which Merton's writings act as an agent of individual and social transformation in the new millennium.
Workshop Leaders: Donald Grayston & Judith Hardcastle. Cost: $10. Please register by calling the Thomas
Merton Society of Canada office. Info: 604-669-2546 or email   or see www.merton.ca.

“It is a rare and hard thing for a man (sic) to become a sinner, but so we must.”   Martin Luther
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2 Timothy 1: 1-14

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
2To Timothy, my dear son: 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Encouragement to Be Faithful 

3I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did,
with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly
remember you in my prayers. 4Recalling your tears, I
long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5I have
been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived
in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice
and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6For this
reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,
which is in you through the laying on of my hands.
7For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit
of power, of love and of self-discipline. 
8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or

ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9who
has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because
of anything we have done but because of his own
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ
Jesus before the beginning of time, 10but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior,
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11And
of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle
and a teacher. 12That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet
I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard
what I have entrusted to him for that day. 
13What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of
sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.
14Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in
us. 

Luke 17: 5-10

5The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 

6He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted
and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. 

7"Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking
after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he

comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down
to eat'? 8Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper,
get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and
drink; after that you may eat and drink'? 9Would he
thank the servant because he did what he was told to
do? 10So you also, when you have done everything you
were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy
servants; we have only done our duty.' " 


