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Welcome to our Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in
worship by Don Teichroeb, in song by Rosie Perera, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry Neufeld
is your usher.  Later we will hear from James Wittenberg, whose sermon will be based on Romans 14, entitled
“Why We Eat Together”.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday  Last Sunday Evan Kreider described a tumultuous time of military activity and catastrophe in
Israel. Nebuchadnezer conquered Jerusalem and the Israelites were taken into Babylonian captivity. In this setting
Ezekiel, also in captivity, receives the call to become a prophet. Options, hope, personal responsibility, and the
invitation to “turn and live” are the themes in Ezekiel 18. The prophet tells his people they are not in slavery
because of their parents’ sin and behaviour, though there might well be generations-long consequences from that
parental behaviour. Most of the prophet’s message centres on money and ethics: be fair to those who borrow
money, don’t lend at extravagant interest rates, live honestly and equitably. This message is in sharp contrast to
our current financial crisis that is driven by legal loopholes and greed. Even though the Israelites are enslaved,
Ezekiel encourages them to turn and live. No matter how dismal the future, we are free to set out on a new way of
life and thinking. Break the cycle; turn and live. (HN)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
October 12 J Evan Kreider Thanksgiving service
October 19             Laura Eriksson -
October 26             Jim Neudorf -
November 2 Service of Prayers Tauferjahr

++++Abendmusik    You are all invited to a magnificent and worshipful time for the Abendmusik Choir’s 

Thanksgiving Vespers to kick off the 22nd season of this group.  Offering taken, all donations to benefit the
Menno Simons Centre.   Tonight at 8:00 pm at Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava St.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Tim and Denice Kuhns, MBMS International workers in Saõ Paulo, for God’s favor on them as they
work at PACA (Pan American Christian Academy.) Tim is the Jr. High and High School principal while Denice
teaches Kindergarten.

Cantata Singers    You are invited to Everlasting Light; Music for choir and marimba, featuring percussionist
Anne-Julie Caron at 8:00 pm on Friday, October 17 & Saturday, October 18 at Ryerson United Church, 2195
West 45th Avenue in Vancouver.  Tickets $26/$22 from 604-730-8856, or at Sikora’s (432 W Hastings St.) or
online at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com            

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



  

Mennonite Historical Society of BC will be featuring a 2 day celebration on October 18th and 19th entitled Sixty

Years of Peace & Plenty: Mennonite Refugees Remember at Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Rd.
Saturday’s event begins at 2:00 pm and will feature displays, artifact exhibits, author book signings, music &

drama and the film The Great Trek. Free admission. The Saturday evening Annual Fund Raising Banquet 

which features Dr Harris Loewen is unfortunately sold out. Sunday’s programme begins at 2:30 pm  and

celebrates a Festival of Thanksgiving in Story & Song. Free admission. 

MCC Relief Sale   More than $650,000 was raised at last weekend’s event in Abbotsford, and donations are still
being counted.  Penny Power raised more than $20,000 for homeless around the world, and will be matched 4:1
by CIDA.  We hope to have a figure for our own PGIMF coffee booth soon.

The BC Mennonite Women’s Retreat Wonder: The Call to Creative Living - don’t miss the opportunity to get
away from the rat race, refresh your bodies and renew your minds. Come to the MCBC Women’s Retreat at
Camp Squeah on October 24- 26, 2008. Details of the retreat or to register please go online to www.squeah.com
or ask your church secretary for the retreat brochure. Important: Online registration through the Camp Squeah
website is only available until Sept. 28. After that you must mail in your registration.

Register today for the Church and Affordable Housing Conference - Oct 17th and 18th at Broadway Church.
Join us and find out how you can be part of the solving this crisis. www.shalomseekers.com 604.687.7292
Conference $60 Students/seniors $25    Connect - Learn - Act

Kingcrest Thanksgiving-Share    Sharing the joy of Thanksgiving with newcomers to Canada – If you are
interested in opening your home, blessing newcomers from another culture, and welcoming them to Thanksgiving
Dinner at your home, we invite you to participate in the Thanksgiving-Share coordinated by Kingcrest
International Neighbours. We are a ministry dedicated to refugees & newcomers and we have over 100 ESL adult
students from 20 countries. Please contact us and give us your name, contact telephone # and email address, date
of Thanksgiving dinner, the maximum # of guests you can host and your church affiliation and we will link you
up with a student and/or a student family. Our contact # is 604-327-6262 or e-mail us at (redacted).

Dear Friends in Mennonite Church Canada:

On Sept. 25 I attended a dialogue on peace with President Ahmadinejad of Iran, and other religious groups. Some of our
pastors, lay leaders, and members may be wondering why Mennonite Church Canada would participate in this event, or
may have questions about what occurred there.

There are many good reasons to participate, based on scripture and our Bible-based theology of peace. In addition,
delegates at this past summer's MC Canada assembly spoke passionately of becoming better at witnessing to our faith -
including taking our witness into the "Public Square." 

On Sept. 30, I was interviewed by Manitoba-based Golden West Broadcasting for another perspective on the event - a
perspective not readily found in the popular media. Attached you will find a brief news release about what I experienced
at this event. The 30 minute radio interview will be aired in Southern Manitoba (including Winnipeg) at CST 6 pm on
Sat., Oct. 4, and at 1 pm on Sun. Oct. 5 on CFAM 950, Altona, AM 1250, Steinbach, and CJRB 1220 Boissevain. A
podcast of the event will be available at  www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/2008/10/Release01.htm on Oct. 6.

I invite you to review the news release attached, and listen to the interview either live on radio if you can, or via the
internet at the link above. And I encourage you to pass this information on to leaders and members in your congregation
as you see fit.

Robert J. Suderman 
General Secretary
Mennonite Church Canada



Election 2008    On October 14, 2008, Canadians will go to the polls to elect a new federal government.
Elections are an invitation for Christians to consider the political implications of Jesus’ teachings, not only as
they affect our own lives but how they affect our neighbours both far and near. In this light, MCC humbly offers
an election “primer” to help Canadian Anabaptist Christians reflect on current issues in preparation for the
election on 14 October. The primer can be found at http://www.mcc.org/canada/ottawa/.

Regent College    John G Stackhouse Jr. hosts the Laing
Lectures featuring Walter Bruggeman speaking on The

Church in Joyous Obedience: Biblical Expositions on

October 8th and 9th.  Last chance!  During his series of
three lectures, Dr. Brueggemann will consider texts from
the Exodus narrative, the Jeremiah oracle and the Isaiah
sequence of texts in the hope that they “may summon and
engage and reassure the church in its demanding
missional stance, permitting the church to live faithfully
amid hegemonic ideologies that suck the life out of our
socioeconomic neighborhoods.”  All lectures are free and
held in the Regent College Chapel. Please arrive early for
a good seat. For more info, see
www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/laing_lecture
s.html

Regent College     Creating Wealth and the Created World: A conference on business and the environment
featuring Preston Manning, Cal DeWitt, Clive Mather, Marie Connett-Porceddu,
Paul Williams, Iain Provan, Loren Wilkinson & others.  The Western world of affluence and convenience is
completely reliant on wealth-creating economic structures. All human endeavours, including economics, are
ultimately dependent on the biophysical life-support structures of the earth, yet without the creativity and
innovation of business much of creation’s bounty would remain inaccessible to people, including those in the
developing world. Our public discourse tends to be characterized by a high degree of misunderstanding and
mutual distrust between the business and environmental communities. Moreover, the challenging tasks involved
with reconciling economic, ecological, and social concerns are routinely left for politicians to solve.  What does a
Christian worldview have to offer in this hostile climate of monologue, “spin,” and blame? A Biblical

understanding of humanity’s purpose says that we are
called to love God, love people, and care for creation
by creatively unlocking the potential of the
garden-planet that we steward. How can this vision
help faithful citizen-entrepreneurs engage issues of
universal consequence in both pragmatic and prophetic
ways?   The aim of this conference is to discuss and
explore how the creation of wealth, in theory and in
practice, can bring glory to God by serving and
supporting the care of creation and the care of people.. 
Friday November 2 7:00pm–9:15pm and Saturday
November 3rd from 8:30am–5:00pm.   For more
information or to register, go to www.regent-
college.edu and follow the links.

The Church & Affordable Housing

Conference 2008    Street homelessness has
reached crisis levels in Metro Vancouver.  Over
58,000 households who pay more than 50% of
their income just for a roof over their heads are
at risk of homelessness. Explore Christian
options around Metro Vancouver’s Three Ways

to Home: affordable housing, support and
adequate income at this conference on October
17th and 18th at Broadway Church, 2700 East
Broadway Vancouver.  For more information or
to register, 604-687-7292 or visit
www.shalomseekers.com

Pastor's Business Card

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his
parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that 
someone was at home, but no answer came to his
repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out
a business card and wrote 'Revelation 3:20' on the
back of it and stuck it in the door. 
When the offering was processed the following
Sunday, he found that his card had been returned.
Added to it was this cryptic message, 'Genesis
3:10.' Reaching for his Bible to check out the
citation, he broke up in gales of laughter.
Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at the door
and knock.' Genesis 3:10 reads, 'I heard your voice
in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.' 



Romans 14

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the
purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgement on
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are
you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the
day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who
eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the
Lord and give thanks to God.

7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord
of both the dead and the living.

10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat
of God. 11For it is written,
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

   and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Do Not Make Another Stumble

13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one
another, but resolve instead never to put a
stumbling-block or hindrance in the way of another. 14I
know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing
is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who
thinks it unclean. 15If your brother or sister is being
injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in
love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for
whom Christ died. 16So do not let your good be spoken
of as evil. 17For the kingdom of God is not food and
drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. 18The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable
to God and has human approval. 19Let us then pursue
what makes for peace and for mutual edification. 20Do
not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to
make others fall by what you eat; 21it is good not to eat
meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your
brother or sister stumble. 22The faith that you have,
have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are
those who have no reason to condemn themselves
because of what they approve. 23But those who have
doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not
act from faith; for whatever does not proceed from
faith is sin.      [NRSV]


