
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Website of the Week 
Further to today’s message, see What
the World Eats, a past exhibition at
the Nobel Peace Centre at 
http://www.nobelpeacecenter.org/en/
exhibitions/hungry-planet/  

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

October 6th, 2013
Speaker - Johannes Stolz

Three Key Words We Tend to Love or Hate

Worship leader: Andre Pekovich Song Leader: Thomas Bergen
Accompanist: Cara Tweed Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday   Thomas Bergen spoke on "The Metaphysics of Thankfulness" based on Psalm 104:1-30,
2 Corinthians 4:13-15, Psalm 69:30-36, and Romans 1:20-21. "Why does the world/universe exist?" is
the age-old metaphysical question. We see how post-modern people use consumption and
amusement as their 'soother' in response to the meaninglessness of an existence based on luck.  A
Christian's response should be gratitude for the gift of creation. The Apostle Paul told us that Christ
was involved in both creating and redeeming us. God gave us the gift of science to help us
understand the miracle of balance in the created universe. As the church celebrates its 27th
anniversary, Thomas and his wife Cara expressed their thankfulness to members of PGIMF and the
Christian community of students at the Menno Simons Centre where they met. Sharing food and
fellowship isn't just an ethnic Mennonite cultural practice, but is
also rooted in our theology. Thankfulness for our food reminds
us of the gift of life that we receive daily from plants and
animals. Like Neil Pasricha's book of 1,000 Awesome Things,
(http://1000awesomethings.com/)  what simple pleasures are
you grateful for? The love of the triune God is the reason that
there is 'something' rather than 'nothing' ... something for which
we can be very thankful!   [KH]

PGIMF News
October 13th Service of Readings & Prayers Thanksgiving
October 20th Peter Nosco Talking and Listening to God
October 27th Janet Boldt “Clasping of Hands”
November 3rd Robert Daum Topic: TBA

The Friday Group    The Friday group will begin meeting on Friday, October 11 at 10:00 a.m. at First
Mennonite[s education building next to the church at 659 E. 52nd Ave.   We'll be discussing Rob Bell's
book Love Wins.  All are welcome.

Church board meeting - October 7th at schovich’s

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://pamosley.blogspot.ca/2013_08_01_archive.html
http://www.nobelpeacecenter.org/en/exhibitions/hungry-planet/
http://www.nobelpeacecenter.org/en/exhibitions/hungry-planet/
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Wider Church  
MCC   Mennonite Central Committee asks you to sign a petition in support of Ricardo Esquivia, the
founder of Sembrandopaz ("Sewing Peace"), an MCC partner in Columbia. He and other community
leaders have received threats of imminent danger from Colombian authorities. To read the full story
visit  http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/call-action-protection-mcc-partner-colombia.  To sign the
petition visit http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/stop-political-persecution    For more information
contact Jon Nofziger at (e-mail available from webmaster)

Vancouver Cantata Singers  invites you to their upcoming concert Fading Splendour - English Music
from the End of Empire with Maestro Paula Kremer  including works from Howells, Wood, Stanford,
Elgar, and highlighting Ralph Vaughan Williams' Mass in G Minor.   Saturday October 19th, 2013 at
8:00 pm in the sanctuary of Christ Church Cathedral, 690 Burrard St., Vancouver.  Tickets $30 ($25
Stud./Sen.) at Brown Paper Tickets (www.brownpapertickets.com) 

MCBC Women’s Ministry Retreat Weekend   Peace by Piece is the theme of the retreat weekend for
Mennonite Women, featuring guest speakers Rebecca Seiling and MW Canada President Liz Koop.
Stay fit with Yoga and Rockercize, enjoy a Sunday worship service, campfire, workshops, silent auction
and more at beautiful Camp Squeah. October 18th - 20th , register by October 21st for reduced rates.
For full details and costs, see the brochure on the bulletin board in the hall. 

Columbia Bible College   invites you to attend its Annual General Meeting Thursday October 10 at
7:00 pm in the Dining Room.  All persons who are members in good standing of either BCMB or
MCBC may attend, but will not be entitled to vote unless they are Delegates or members; owning
denominations (BCMB and MCBC) select the 20 MB and 10 MC voting delegates.  For a copy of the
AGM report or to be a delegate, please e-mail Andre.  

Romans 14: 1-12

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not
for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions.

2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak
eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgement on those who
eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you
to pass judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

5 Some judge one day to be better than another,
while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be
fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord,
since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give

thanks to God.

7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die
to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother
or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgement seat of God. 11For it is written,
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me,
   and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
 [NRSV]
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Romans 14:13-23

13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on
one another, but resolve instead never to put a
stumbling-block or hindrance in the way of
another. 14I know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is
unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 15If
your brother or sister is being injured by what
you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do
not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for
whom Christ died. 16So do not let your good be
spoken of as evil. 17For the kingdom of God is not
food and drink but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit. 18The one who thus serves
Christ is acceptable to God and has human

approval. 19Let us then pursue what makes for
peace and for mutual edification. 20Do not, for
the sake of food, destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you
to make others fall by what you eat; 21it is good
not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that
makes your brother or sister stumble. 22The faith
that you have, have as your own conviction
before God. Blessed are those who have no
reason to condemn themselves because of what
they approve. 23But those who have doubts are
condemned if they eat, because they do not act
from faith; for whatever does not proceed from
faith is sin. [NRSV]

Matthew 22:15-22

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap
him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach
the way of God in accordance with truth, and
show deference to no one; for you do not regard
people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or
not?’ 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?

19Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they
brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them,
‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21They
answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them,
‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.’ 22When they heard this, they were
amazed; and they left him and went away.

[NRSV]

Call to Worship

Leader: Today we are invited to a joyful feast, hosted by Jesus Christ.
All: All who are hungry will find the bread of life here.

Leader: All who thirsty will find will find a fountain of grace here.
All: All who are lost will find safety here.

Leader: All who are lonely will find a friend here.
All: All who are broken will find healing here.

Leader: All who have been wandering will find a home here.
All: All who are satisfied will find cause to celebrate here.

Leader: For this is a heavenly banquet, and you are welcome here!
All: Let us worship God!

Rick Neale, 2013, Church of the New Covenant, Doraville GA


