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October 8th 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our special Thanksgiving service
will be led by Erna Friesen, Ann Marie Neudorf will lead us in song, and Peter Neudorf is your usher. Sunday
school will begin again soon, but for now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care
during the service. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday  In “Watch and Pray”, John Friesen used Mt 26:36-45 to illustrate from Jesus’ own dark night of
the soul in the Garden of Gethsemane, the difficulties inherent in the command to “watch and pray”.  He spoke of
finding a book of personal prayers that was obviously a treasured part of someone’s library at one time.  One
prayer, hand-written into the book, touched John deeply.  It was the kind of prayer that required one to live the
examined life, instead of moving through life unaware.  John illustrated with stories from his career, of people
who had done both. Watching is not so much a prayer of self-examination, as it is of support, of empathy, of deep
listening.  John insists that this is possible for everyone, despite differences in desire and genetic predisposition.
But often one’s natural desire is to be asleep during this process, which the disciples were.  John points out this is
a natural reaction to uncontrolled discomfort; nevertheless, it must be done.  Many things in our society lull us
into sleep, and it becomes difficult to tell where distraction leaves off and escape begins - for instance, avoidance
and addiction.  How do we react to the growing ecological crisis of our time?  John’s trip to follow the life of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer last summer demonstrated that the Germans of the time had fallen asleep to the danger that
Hitler posed. John suggests that we in our church are asleep when we need to be awake and attentive to the needs
around us. We have time for other activities, but no time for watching and praying. How should we shake off our
timidity and engage people in a conversation for God in a caring manner?  Quoting Fleming Rutledge in A New
Liberalism of the Word, John suggests that a call to discipleship is the only thing powerful enough to effect the
change we all want in our church, our society and our campuses.  All we have to do to engage, is to watch and
pray. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
October 15 Rosie Perera Ruth
October 22 Rosie Perera Ruth
October 29 TBA -
November 5 Laurel Borisenko -

Thanksgiving   For our Thanksgiving service, the offerings of produce, flowers, canning or other bounty of the
land are for display in the chapel and to share with others. And in the spirit of Thanksgiving, you are requested to
take something away that you did not bring, to spread God’s goodness to everyone.

�You are encouraged to join the “Where is our church going?” discussion now taking place anytime, anywhere
with anybody.  Full discussion at the congregational meeting on November 5th.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Parking   The Menno Simons Centre has received notice from the neighbourhood requesting all residents of the
Centre not park on the north side of the street, to enable house residents to park in front of their own houses.  To
be good neighbours, the church feels it would be a good idea to also comply, and you are requested to park on the
south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services 

The Wider Church
Regent College    presents the Laing Lectures featuring Miroslav Volf, a noted Croatian theologian now at Yale 
who has  "forged a theology of forgiveness and non-violence" in his interest in the spirit of reconciliation.  The

title
of this year's lecture series is "A Voice of One's Own: Public Faith in a Pluralistic World."
   Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part I: Malfunctions of Faith: Idleness and Coerciveness
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 11:30 am Part II: Faith that Makes a Difference
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part III: Peaceable Faith
All lectures take place in the Regent College chapel. Parking will be very limited for the evening lectures and
unavailable in the Regent lot for the Thursday morning lecture, so be prepared to pay for parking on campus.
Come early to ensure you can get a seat.

The Lookout Gallery at Regent College   Father Dunstan Massey, Painter and sculptor from Westminster
Abbey, Mission until October 18, 2006.  Monday–Friday: 8:30 am–5:00 pm Saturday: 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm.  A
magical muralist from within our own community.

MDS and MCC  continue to offer support to the Amish community in the wake of the shooting in Nickel
Mines. MDS is acting as a conduit for financial donations to the Amish community. Monies collected will be
distributed by an Amish accountability group. You can make donations on our website using a credit card or you
can send a check to MDS with the words “Amish School Recovery Fund” in the memo line. You can read MDS
and MCC’s joint statement on the shooting on our website.

Employment Opportunity - Columbia Bible College is accepting applications for the position of Service
Learning Associate. This is a Full Time position on a 10 month contract. Job Description and other details are
available on the CBC Website at http://www.columbiabc.edu/facultystaff/employment.html 

The Church and Affordable Housing
The Lower Mainland, despite awards for liveability, is rapidly becoming unliveable for moderate and low
income parishioners and neighbours. More than 55,000 Lower Mainland households are at critical risk of
losing their homes because they pay more than 50% of their income for shelter. Homelessness has doubled
since 2002, and 70% of people working in Vancouver cannot afford to buy a house there.

Providentially, local congregations and church agencies have supported safe, clean, affordable and supportive
housing for a variety of target populations. However, more needs to be done, and this has led to this
conference to launch a movement. On Saturday, October 24th from 9am to 5pm at Broadway Church, you
are
invited to attend together with members of the Christian community, government and secular agencies, a
meeting to start the dialogue on how best to create partnerships with the church at large to support housing
options for our city.

Come see what God is making possible. For more information or to register, please call Jonathan at 778-881-
2137 or visit www.cityinfocus.ca 
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Numbers 12:29-40

12 On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall
have a holy convocation; you shall not work at your
occupations. You shall celebrate a festival to the Lord
for seven days. 13You shall offer a burnt-offering, an
offering by fire, a pleasing odour to the Lord: thirteen
young bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old.
They shall be without blemish. 14Their grain-offering
shall be of choice flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of
an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths for
each of the two rams, 15and one-tenth for each of the
fourteen lambs; 16also one male goat for a sin-offering,
in addition to the regular burnt-offering, its
grain-offering and its drink-offering.

17 On the second day: twelve young bulls, two rams,
fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 18with
the grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls,
for the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 19also one male goat for
a sin-offering, in addition to the regular burnt-offering
and its grain-offering, and their drink-offerings.

20 On the third day: eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen
male lambs a year old without blemish, 21with the
grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 22also one male goat for
a sin-offering, in addition to the regular burnt-offering
and its grain-offering and its drink-offering.

23 On the fourth day: ten bulls, two rams, fourteen male
lambs a year old without blemish, 24with the
grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 25also one male goat for
a sin-offering, in addition to the regular burnt-offering,
its grain-offering and its drink-offering.

26 On the fifth day: nine bulls, two rams, fourteen male
lambs a year old without blemish, 27with the
grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 28also one male goat for
a sin-offering, in addition to the regular burnt-offering
and its grain-offering and its drink-offering.

29 On the sixth day: eight bulls, two rams, fourteen
male lambs a year old without blemish, 30with the
grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 31also one male goat for
a sin-offering, in addition to the regular burnt-offering,
its grain-offering, and its drink-offerings.

32 On the seventh day: seven bulls, two rams, fourteen
male lambs a year old without blemish, 33with the
grain-offering and the drink-offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, as prescribed in
accordance with their number; 34also one male goat for
a sin-offering, besides the regular burnt-offering, its

How can I support a person with mental illness?

MCC Supportive Care Services is inviting all Pastors, Church Leaders and Anyone else interested in
Mental Health to join them for “How deep is your Well(ness)?”, a One Day Workshop on coping with
Mental Health issues with guest speaker Dr. Pieter Strauss, Psychiatrist.

The workshop will held: 
Thursday, October 19 in Vancouver/Burnaby @ the Willingdon Church, 4812 Willingdon Ave. 
Thursday, October 26 in Abbotsford at the Cascade Community Church, 35190 Delair Road.

Workshop Time for both locations is 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Registration is @ 8:30 AM. 
Cost is $40.00 per person. 
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grain-offering, and its drink-offering.

35 On the eighth day you shall have a solemn assembly;
you shall not work at your occupations. 36You shall
offer a burnt-offering, an offering by fire, a pleasing
odour to the Lord: one bull, one ram, seven male lambs
a year old without blemish, 37and the grain-offering
and the drink-offerings for the bull, for the ram, and
for thelambs, as prescribed in accordance with their
number; 38also one male goat for a sin-offering, in
addition to the regular burnt-offering and its

grain-offering and its drink-offering.

39 These you shall offer to the Lord at your appointed
festivals, in addition to your votive offerings and your
freewill-offerings, as your burnt-offerings, your
grain-offerings, your drink-offerings, and your
offerings of well-being.

40 So Moses told the Israelites everything just as the
Lord had commanded Moses. [NRSV]

Joel 2:19-29

19In response to his people the Lord said:
I am sending you
   grain, wine, and oil,
   and you will be satisfied;
and I will no more make you
   a mockery among the nations.

20I will remove the northern army far from you,
   and drive it into a parched and desolate land,
its front into the eastern sea,
   and its rear into the western sea;
its stench and foul smell will rise up.
   Surely he has done great things!

21Do not fear, O soil;
   be glad and rejoice,
   for the Lord has done great things!
22Do not fear, you animals of the field,
   for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
   the fig tree and vine give their full yield.

23O children of Zion, be glad
   and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
   he has poured down for you abundant rain,

   the early and the later rain, as before.
24The threshing-floors shall be full of grain,
   the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

25I will repay you for the years
   that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
   my great army, which I sent against you.

26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
   and praise the name of the Lord your God,
   who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people
shall never again be put to shame.
27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
   and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no
other.
And my people shall never again
   be put to shame.

28Then afterwards
   I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
   your old men shall dream dreams,
   and your young men shall see visions.
29Even on the male and female slaves,
   in those days, I will pour out my spirit.    [NRSV]


