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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our Thanksgiving service of worship and prayer and
singing this Sunday was designed and led by Evan Kreider; we will be led in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ruth
Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in
the lounge after the service.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-
minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any
church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   To review the history of Faith surely requires more than a single talk, so Karl Brown presented
his first in his series on October 2nd, based on the lectionary texts for that day.  Karl's opening premise is that
you can only have faith in something you cannot prove to be true.  According to the earliest legends in Genesis
and Exodus, at least some Jews felt that they could indeed prove that God existed, therefore, they did not really
need to have faith that there was a God, and instead only had to focus on following that God's ways.  Those
people are recorded as having heard God's voice, feeling God's presence being manifested by cloud and fire,
manna, and improbable victories.  But as time passed, so did these very personal and direct manifestations, and
Faith entered a new phase.  By the time of St Paul, religious fanatics not only had to have faith that this elusive
and silent God existed, but also that an utterly strict observance of ritualistic actions effectively curried favour
with this elusive God.  Paul followed that life journey for years before concluding that ritualistic purity and
actions were no longer desired by this God, but instead, one must simply have faith in God, and act accordingly. 
Jesus had already been developing this theory, synthesizing all the Jewish religious rituals, commandments and
commentary to just two statements for the believer:  Love God as much as is possible for you, and love your
neighbour.  Pascal viewed faith rather differently, as a way of hedging his bets.  He argued that one is better off
believing there is a God (even if this turns out to be incorrect) than in believing there is no God (and finding out
upon death that you are dead wrong and have no further options).  All of this (and more) led to a lively time of
discussion and a most enjoyable gathering around coffee.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
October 16 Elsie Goertzen The Bent-Over Woman
October 23 Dave Diewert The Cost of Dissent
October 30 Charles Paris Luther’s influence on the Church
November 6 Michael Thomas TBA

N Please see the church directory on wall in the hallway to
check your information, and that of anyone you know.  As well,
if you would like to be on the church list, please add your name
to the list! 

Book and Life Study  Anyone wishing to explore the
possibility of meeting for study and discussion at Andre’s and
Hannelore’s during a weekday evening, please see Andre.

The Wider Church     
MB Mission   Pray for John & Geri Erwin as John's work often
takes him away from home, travelling for extended periods of time.  John's ministry is sharing God at work
through the lens of a camera and the sound track of word and music. Pray as they generously give of their gifts. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

The Friday Group.  The Friday group
begins meeting that Friday (Oct. 14) at
10:00 a.m. at First Untied Mennonite's
education building at 659 East 52 St.  
We'll be discussing the first chapter of
Philip Yancey's "Soul Survivor" -
recovering from church abuse. All are
welcome.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


MCC-BC  Here is an update of some of the numbers from the Abbotsford Relief Sale and Festival: Festival
total: just under $629,000, Penny Power: $22,504, Cyclathon: $69,700, Bread: $143,371. Thank you to
everyone who gave their time and money to help raise funds for those suffering with HIV/AIDS worldwide.   

Regent College Public Lecture series   Dr. Albert Borgmann is the feature speaker at the 2011 Laing Lectures
with a 3-lecture presentation on The Lure of Technology: Understanding and Reclaiming the World on October
19-20.  The lecturer notes “Among historical challenges Christianity has been faced with, today’s is the culture
of technology. Christians have been slow in meeting it because technology looks like a neutral tool that can
easily be put in the service of Christianity.  This is a profound misunderstanding. Technology, always more than
a tool, is inevitably woven into a culture of inducements and compliance that looks superficially congenial and
yet is deeply inhospitable to Christianity. Cyberspace competes with grace as the dominant background of life.
Hyperreal perfection makes providential burdens look irritating.”  Lecture I: begins with Grace and Cyberspace
Wednesday, October 19, 7:30pm in the Chapel at Regent College..  Come early for a good seat! 

MCC    Seasoned with Peace is a series of four seasonal devotional books which encourage readers to live
peace daily. The books offer prayers, stories, comics, action steps and even recipes. The Seasoned with Peace
Fall book is $16 and is now available at the MCC BC office (31414 Marshall Road Abbotsford) or call Masako
for more information 604 850 6639 or toll free at 1 888 622 6337. 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   features the Annual Fundraising Banquet this Saturday, Oct. 15 , at 6:00th

pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church featuring Dr. Colin Neufeldt speaking on "Reforging Mennonite Kulaks: 
The Experience of Mennonite Exiles at Siberian Special Settlements (1930-1933)."  Tickets $25 from the
MHSBC office, 604-853-6177.  

Columbia Bible College   Celebrates 75 years of Discipleship, service and ministry at their birthday party
Saturday October 22, with a full day of celebrations beginning with complimentary lunch, campus tours, choir
reunion of old members under Rudy Baerg, and an evening banquet featuring legendary fare by Gerald
Thiessen, an evening programme of music and stories, and an opportunity to contribute toward the support of
students for the present and future.  Ticket $40 for the banquet until October 11 .  Contact Shirley Esau at 604-th

853-3567 local 306

The Church and Affordable Housing Forum 2011  This is the follow-up to the original form in 2008, and it’s
time to celebrate the difference commitment makes, with fewer homeless people sleeping on the streets than
before.  The church needs to know what to do to end homelessness for all Vancouverites - the working poor, the
disabled, seniors, refugees and more. With keynote speaker Brian Walsh and a panel of local experts, you will
explore through sessions and workshops, networking lunch and an ethical marketplace, how the Christian
community, along with its partners, can build physical and social spaces of belonging that transforms strangers
into neighbours.  Friday October 28  from noon to 5:00 pm, and Saturday October 219 from 8:30 am to 5:00th

pm at Tenth Church, 11 W. 10  Ave., in Vancouver.  Register today at th www.cglf.ca or by phone at 604-484-
8629.  Presented by City in Focus. 

Prayer request    Pray for Gerd Bartel and Garry Jantzen as they lead 18 participants in the TourMagination
Palestine-Israel Tour, October 14-23.  Part pilgrimage, part learning tour, your prayers for protection, peace and
God’s blessing are coveted.

Mennonite Church Canada    Features a children and youth ministry development opportunity at their
conference Children, Youth, and a New Kind of Christianity.  Held May 7-10, 2012, this conference will be
held in Washington, DC and is suited especially for those who work with children and youth in congregational
ministry. Mennonite Church Canada will cover lodging costs for up to 10 participants. Discounts for Early Bird 
event registration apply until (November, 1, 2011). For details see http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1632. 

The Canadian Conference of MB Churches mourns with shock and deep sadness the sudden death of our
beloved brother, friend, and colleague Éric Wingender, vice-president and professor of theology
at ETEM (École de Théologie Évangélique de Montréal). Éric succumbed to a massive heart-attack late
Wednesday evening and the evangelical world has lost a great man, known for his exceptional ability to
 articulate the Christian faith within Quebec culture, and his bold vision for a  re-engineered church in Quebec.
He is survived by his wife, Farah, and their three sons, Jean-François, Sidney, and Spencer.  You are invited to
pray for Éric's family, and our Quebec brothers and sisters at this time of sadness.
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