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Thanksgiving

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service of worship prayer and singing will be led by J.
Evan Kreider, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher.  Parents are requested to
make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in
the chapel during the service. Please join us in the dining room after the service for coffee and fellowship as we
celebrate our sister Betty Funk’s 90th birthday. 

Last Sunday   On October 5th, 2009 we celebrated our
Peace Sunday. Two of our members spoke, one a veteran
from Germany and the other a veteran from Canada--both
now worshiping together as brothers. Some of our
families have been profoundly touched and even violated
by war. Ike told of being in Canada's medical core as a
conscientious objector to killing. Even though he was not
yet 20, he enlisted as a medic, serving most of his term in
Montreal, working with and listening to severely
wounded soldiers share their painful stories and emotional stresses. Ike concluded by giving thanks that he now
lives a life of peace. Helmut told his story, noting that God was his protector. War criminals are the soldiers on
the losing side and war heroes are the soldiers on the winning side. Both are told that they are 'defending their
home country', both are taught to kill, both obey orders. Helmut either had to join the German military forces or
be shot; alternate service was not an option in Germany at that time. He summarized his experiences on the front
by recounting the day he was stationed 20 kms east of his home village, assigned to defend it from the anticipated
Russian assault in February, 1945. From his fox hole, he saw Russian tanks and several helmeted Russian
soldiers. He knew he was supposed to kill rather than run (he was but 18), yet he also knew it was wrong to kill.
He suddenly realized that the two Russian soldiers within his gun's range were also made in God's image. He
instinctively realized that a mere handful of lightly-armed soldiers could not take on tanks, that killing two men
would not change the war, so he made the decision to retreat, as trained. He now gives thanks that he did not kill
anyone and that he therefore does not have to live with those memories and guilt. As Christians, we know we are
challenged by scripture to love our enemies, yet powerful governments still declare war. Sometimes it seems that
all we can do is pray for peace, pray that governments stop engaging in wars. [JEK]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
October 18 Henry Neufeld Lectionary texts
October 25 Paul Thiessen Job
November 1 Rosie Perera Revelation Part II / Potluck / Cong.Mtg.
November 8 Connie Siedler -

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Steve and Galen are pleased to let us know that
little Lily now has a younger sister, born a few
days ago named Zephyr Violet.   All are healthy
and well and home, and Steve plans to rejoin
Abendmusik choir for the next segment of the
current season.



PGIMF church board members are reminded of the
meeting on October 13th at 7:00 pm at Andre’s place.

PGMF congregational meeting     The PGIMF
congregational meeting will be held Sunday October 25th

after the service and potluck lunch.  All church attenders
are welcome to attend, whether members or not. 

The Wider Church
MBMSI    In the midst of a busy fall schedule producing
media resources for outreach in North Africa, Russ &
Marjorie Speiser are also traveling to the Ukraine to
prepare for an outreach ministry there. Pray for the
Speiser’s that they would be able to discern God’s
priorities and direction for mission. 

MHSBC   The Mennonite Historical Society of BC is having their Annual Fundraising Banquet An Evening in
Paraguay" with guest speaker Dr. Jacob Warkentin. October 17th 2009 in the Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church, 2051
Windsor Street, Abbotsford, at 6:00 pm. Tickets are on sale now at the MHSBC office. 604-853-6177. 

Regent College    Whether it is hymns co-written with Stuart Townend or their own music with a distinctly Irish
lilt, Keith & Kristyn are at the forefront of modern hymnody and songs for the worshiping church. Come hear
Keith & Kristyn Getty, songwriters of In Christ Alone in a special event on Monday, October 19, at 7:30pm in
the Chapel at Regent College. Tickets $18, $15/student, on sale at Regent Bookstore (604) 228-1820.

Canadian Mennonite subscription invitation    Those of you who do not currently receive the Canadian
Mennonite are invited to consider receiving a subsidized subscription by mail or email. This bi-weekly
Anabaptist/Mennonite-rooted periodical seeks to promote covenantal relationships within the church as spoke of
in Hebrews 10:23-25. It provides channels for sharing accurate and fair information, faith profiles,
inspirational/educational materials, news and analyses of issues facing the church, both within the denomination
and outside of it. Editorial freedom is expressed through
seeking and speaking the truth in love and by providing a
balance of perspectives in news and commentary.
Canadian Mennonite will be a vehicle through which
mutual accountability can be exercised within the
community of believers; the paper also encourages its
readers to have open hearts and minds in the process of
discerning God’s will. If you are interested in receiving
this subscription, please contact Andre or Henry Neufeld.

Vancouver Cantata Singers   Come hear a celebration of five centuries of music from the British Isles, a
combination of English church music from the Renaissance to the present and settings of English folk songs and
romantic part songs.  Saturday, October 17 at 8:00pm at Ryerson United Church, 2195 West 45th Avenue (at
Yew St.), Vancouver, $25/$20.  Please come support this choir after recent cuts by the provincial government
have decimated funding and the ability to perform for the public, bring friends, and ojoin the mailing list at
www.vancouvercantatasingers.com. 

Humour Corner

When I was a kid I used to pray every night for a new bike. Then I realized that
the Lord doesn't work that way, so I stole a bike and asked him to forgive me.

John Friesen (cellist) and Lorraine Min
(pianist) will be performing at a noon hour
concert at the Recital Hall, UBC Music
Building on Wednesday noon, 12 to 1 PM.,
on October 14. Four dollars entrance.

We join in sorrow with Doug and Ruth at the
passing of Doug’s father Ralph at the age of 89,
last Sunday October 4th at around prayer time in
the morning.  This humble gentle man
cherished his Christian faith and avoided
conflict wherever possible.  He enjoyed the
singing on his visit to PGIMF years ago and we
hope that he’s enjoying even better singing
now.  Doug and Ruth thank the fellowship for
their support and prayer at this time.


