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October 12, 2003 

Thanksgiving 
 

Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our Thanksgiving liturgical 
service will be led by Jeremy Schmidt and Paul Thiessen, who will conduct communion; Edwin Hintz will be 
leading us in song and Angela Ekkert will be accompanying on the piano. Mark Northey is in charge of 
Sunday School in the lair, and parents are requested to make their own arrangements for younger children 
today. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and cookies, and to continue our discussion. 
 
Last Sunday:  Last Sunday, Erna Friesen spoke on "Gratitude, the Heart of the Gospels and the Heart of 
Well-being".   (Actually, Erna was suffering loss of voice, so she introduced and concluded her talk, and John 
read from her text.)  We tend to give thanks to God on certain occasions, but all too infrequently.  G.K. 
Chesteron wrote, "You say grace before meals.  All right.  But I say grace before the concert and the opera, 
and grace before the play and pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, 
painting and swimming . . . ."  Erna reminded us that Paul's letters always began and concluded with sincere 
words of gratitude for his readers, even if he felt he needed to challenge them to change their ways.  Erna 
asked, if God is so awesome, so great, why does God need our gratitude?  She concluded that it is rather we 
how need the experience of being grateful, that our lives are so much better if we are actually truly grateful to 
people for specific things.  Our prayers are so often intercessory, but the Psalms and the Lord's Prayer remind 
us powerfully that we should also be filled with gratitude-and express it regularly.  Few people have the gift 
of gratefulness.  Luke 18 tells of the 10 lepers healed by Jesus, and only one (a non-Jew) bothered to return to 
Jesus to thank him.  Perhaps we receive so much from God that we end up taking God's blessings for granted 
and then neglect to be thankful.  [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  This 
Sunday, we will begin with hymn number 321. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
October 5  Erna Friesen  Thankfulness and Gratitude 
October 12  Paul Thiessen  Thanksgiving; Communion Sunday 
October 19  Dave Ortiz  Ephesians 3 
October 26  Chris Bystrom  Potluck Sunday 
 

. 
 
Phone Number changes:   Heather and Nathan Schneidereit have abandoned their old telephone number 
(874-2524) due to telemarketers, and you can contact them by pager at (604) 570-1803. 



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 
Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), John Friesen (604-266-7819) 
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Sunday School Thank you for your response to the Sunday School teaching programmes/child-care sessions. 
Those of you who teach or look after the little ones help ensure a church home for our young families.  Those 
of you who haven’ t yet had the pleasure, please see Cynthia, Nadine, or Mark Northey to sign up for a 
teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or older kids.  It’ s not as difficult as one might 
think... 
 
New Home Group   Acting on a suggestion received at the congregational meeting to form a study/home 
group to discuss contemporary issues from an Anabaptist bent, John Friesen has has offered to host the first 
event at their place on Sunday October 26 at 2:00 pm.  The featured event will be a review by Andre and 
Hannelore of their trip to the World Conference in Zimbabwe and southern Africa. 
 
The Wider Church 
From MBMS International:  BIBLE TRANSLATION IN TOGO. Marvin and Edith Friesen, MBMS 
International workers in Togo, covet your prayers as they support the work of Bible translation by managing 
and maintaining a center in Northern Togo used for conferences and seminars. Pray also for the well being of 
their five children. 
 
Abendmusik   Welcome once again to the Fall Abendmusik Vespers, Saturday, October 18, 2003 at 8:00 
p.m. at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church 3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford, and Sunday, October 19, 
2003 at 8:00 p.m. at Knox United Church 5600 Balaclava at West 41st Avenue.  
  
MCC Relief Sale    Dora Hoeppner, MCC Relief Sale Coordinator would like to say a very special "Thank 
you" to all the volunteers who helped at the Sale on September 12 & 13, 2003.  People of every age helped us 
make the Sale another success, raising well over $400,000.00.  Thanks to all! 
 
Mennonite Historical Society of BC’ s Annual Fundraising Banquet,  “By the Skin of Our Teeth”  with Dr. 
John B. Toews, will be held October 18, at the Bakerview MB Church (2285 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford) at 
6:00 p.m.  Come and hear of the Russian Mennonite Migrations of the 1920s.  Tickets can be purchased at the 
archives, or by phoning the office of the MHSBC 604-853-6177.  Tickets $15.00 each.  
 
Ukrainiane Dessert Evening, featuring Jake and Dorothy Unrau, returned Mennonite Church Canada 
Witness workers from Zaporyzhyzha, Ukraine, November 2nd at 7:00 pm, hosted by Eben-Ezer Mennonite 
Church in Abbotsford, BC. You are invited to hear stories about how God is transforming lives and how your 
support makes a difference in that ministry.  For more information, please contact Al Rempel at MC Canada 
office at 1-866-888-6785. 
  

Mennonite Church BC Listening Meetings   MCBC is holding a series of listening meetings to 
determine the will of the conference with respect to issues arising at the AGM.  Issues such as budget, 
mission and church planting, and relationships with MC Canada are expected to be addressed.  Don has 
suggested that people who have an interest in conference affairs please consider attending to give your 
views.   The two closest remaining meetings are on: 
7-9 pm Tuesday, October 14th - Sherbrooke Mennonite Church 
7-9 pm Thursday, October 16th - Greendale First Mennonite Church 
If you would like to attend please give your name to Don Teichroeb or Andre Pekovich who will arrange 
for your attendance.           


