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Welcome to our Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in
worship by Janice Kreider, in song by Andre Pekovich, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika
Hannan is your usher. Our service is a Thanksgiving service created and led by Evan Kreider and communion
will be served.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday  Last Sunday James Wittenberg (Regent student and pastor-in-waiting for Sherbrooke Mennonite
Church) brought us f rom the time of Paul’s ministry in Rome to the present.  As the first Jewish Christians were
evicted from Rome, the Gentiles remained behind, and when the Jews were permitted to return, they found things
- indeed the church itself, different.  Who was “in” and who was “out”?  Who kept the faith of Christ - Jew or
Gentile?  Paul would have none of this.  The Saviour of the world came for both - slave and free, Gentile and
Jew.  The beginning of his letter to the Romans emphasizes the difference that the decisive act of Jesus’
resurrection made to the early church., continuing through Romans 12 to emphasize the application of this lesson,
culminating in the text for today, from Romans 15.  Here Paul outlines the defining characteristic of the early
Christian church - acceptance. As there is diversity in the church, we cannot all be alike, and are therefore called
to accept those whose faith is weak, without judgment.  Using examples from the dinner table, Paul notes what
we eat or do not eat makes us no better Christians than any other, and encourages acceptance. The original Latin
word is one full of welcome and promise, of enduring friendship, not the weak Canadian equivalent of an
absence of harsh words. As when eating together one comes to know another’s  preferences in food, so in our
worship and life, do we come to know that to be counted among the Christians means to be in a caring
community that takes care of its own during famine, pestilence; for widows and orphans, modelling acceptance. 
Relate that to our own patterns today - how often do we as families, never mind as Christians, have a meal
together today?  Where do our lives rub up one against another?  We are to accept one another because God has
accepted us, with good conscience (v. 6) without regard to what the practices of others may be.  We are not called
to judge others’ practice, such as eating meat or celebrating different days as special, - where we can differ and
still be considered disciples of Christ.  This does not mean we are to participate in sin in order to accommodate
the practices of others - that is dealt with in 1 Corinthians.  Romans exalts us to celebrate things done in good
conscience, in praise to, and accountable to the Lord.   [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
October 19             Laura Eriksson -
October 26             Jim Neudorf -
November 2 Service of Prayers Tauferjahr
November 9 Angelika Dawson Peace Sunday

PGIMF church board meeting Monday October 20th, 7 pm at the Menno Simons Centre.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



New e-mail   Evan has surrendered to the dense impermeability of the  “Arts” server and has gotten a new e-mail
address somewhere else.  You can reach now him at   (Available from webmaster on request) 

The Wider Church

MBMSI    As you remember Masolo Mununga this week, MBMS International worker serving the MB Church
in Angola, pray that God would use the church as an agent of transformation, bringing grace and love to their
communities. Pray for safety and health for Masolo and his family.

Cantata Singers    You are invited to Everlasting Light; Music for choir and marimba, featuring percussionist
Anne-Julie Caron at 8:00 pm on Friday, October 17 & Saturday, October 18 at Ryerson United Church, 2195
West 45th Avenue in Vancouver.  Tickets $26/$22 from 604-730-8856, or at Sikora’s (432 W Hastings St.) or
online at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com            

Election 2008    On October 14, 2008, Canadians will go to the polls to elect a new federal government.
Elections are an invitation for Christians to consider the political implications of Jesus’ teachings, not only as
they affect our own lives but how they affect our neighbours both far and near. In this light, MCC humbly offers
an election “primer” to help Canadian Anabaptist Christians reflect on current issues in preparation for the
election on 14 October. The primer can be found at http://www.mcc.org/canada/ottawa/.

Regent College     Creating Wealth and the Created World: A conference on business and the environment
featuring Preston Manning, Cal DeWitt, Clive Mather, Marie Connett-Porceddu, Paul Williams, Iain Provan,
Loren Wilkinson & others.  The Western world of affluence and convenience is completely reliant on wealth-
creating economic structures. All human endeavours, including economics, are ultimately dependent on the
biophysical life-support structures of the earth, yet without the creativity and innovation of business much of
creation’s bounty would remain inaccessible to people, including those in the developing world. Our public
discourse tends to be characterized by a high degree of misunderstanding and mutual distrust between the
business and environmental communities (and in light of Joel Bakan’s  work “The Corporation” demonstrating

the basic immorality of the corporate structure standing completely independent of its constituent members

whether Christian or no, how could it be otherwise? - ed.). What does a Christian worldview have to offer in this
hostile climate of monologue, “spin,” and blame? How can the Christian vision of humanity’s purpose help
faithful citizen-entrepreneurs engage issues of universal consequence in both pragmatic and prophetic ways?  
The aim of this conference is to discuss and explore how the creation of wealth, in theory and in practice, can
bring glory to God by serving and supporting the care of creation and the care of people.  Friday November 2
7:00pm–9:15pm and Saturday November 3rd from 8:30am–5:00pm.   For more information or to register, go to
www.regent-college.edu and follow the links.

Peace in the Public Square To hear Mennonite Church Canada General Secretary Robert J. Suderman's
interview about his experience of a recent Mennonite-led interfaith meeting with Iran's President Ahmadinejad,
visit www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/794.

Dr. Nancy Nason-Clark is the guest speaker at 'Giving Voice to Silent Stories: The Church Responds to Abuse in
Relationships' - a one-day conference to be held at ACTS Seminary (Trinity Western University) October 24th.
MCC's Abuse Prevention Program is participating in planning and presenting at this event. Registration forms are
available at www.acts.twu.ca. For information contact Elsie Goerzen at MCC BC, 604-850-6639, or email at 
(redacted) 

Delegates needed  to the Columbia Bible College Annual General Meeting on October 16th (this coming
Thursday).  The current delegate count is at zero, not counting board members, and the AGM will not be alb eto
be conducted unless there is a quorum of member churches in attendance.  This is an important part of our
ministry, jointly sponsored by both conferences, and has several important items of business to be voted on, so
anyone who feels called to be a delegate to this Thursday’s convention, please call the MCBC office (604-850-
6658 or  (redacted) ASAP. 


