
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch
Everyone is welcome to attend our
Potluck lunch next Sunday after the
service.  Please bring something to
share, and a little extra for any
guests who may join us.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

October 19th,  2014
Heather Pauls Murray - The Head and the Heart

Worship leader: Janice Kreider Music: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday Our worship service of scripture readings, prayers and songs for Thanksgiving was held from a
text prepared by J. Evan Kreider.  A response of prayers and thanksgiving followed.

Two Sundays ago  Dr. Veronica Dyck, took us from a harvest of
luscious wine and sweet grapes on an Okanagan winery tour to
A Harvest of Sour Grapes in a series of lectionary texts.  In 8th-
century BCE Judah, King Ahaz and his yeoman’s army faced the
professional army of King Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria.  Isaiah used
this invasion to deliver oracle after oracle, using images of food
security (a bounty of grain, olives and grapes) to recall the
people of Judah to justice under God’s hand.  In Isaiah 5:1-7, the
image of a vineyard, carefully planted and lovingly tended, yields
a harvest of rotten fruit.  In the last verses of the passage, the camera pulls back to reveal God the gardener,
the people of Judah the bitter harvest, and the oracle of destruction was pronounced upon the vineyard for the
sins of greed, seizure of land, and refusal to honour God’s covenant law. This juridical parable, like the one
Nathan spoke to King David of the poor man’s lamb, condemned the rich and powerful in strong language. 
Veronica then turned to Matthew 21:33-46 in the passage of the owner of a vineyard and his tenants, to
illustrate Jesus’ commitment to God’s justice was no less than Isaiah’s, and his language no less effective. In
evading Pharisaical traps, Jesus used images of vineyards and harvests to turn the Torah’s old stories against
them, reminding them that Judah’s fate under Assyria was also to be theirs under the Romans for their failure
to honour the covenant of mercy and justice. Veronica then reminded us, with Psalm 80, that these
intentionally-sung responses to the OT readings were meant to honour God with a changed heart, a

transformed life, and that Bruggeman reminds us that
though life is not pleasant even under God’s law, it is meant
to be lived as it is, not as the pleasant lie we would wish it to
be.  Our proper response is to allow God to transform our
lives through his word, so that our fruit is not sour and true
evangelical faith may be lived out in our lives. [AP]

PGIMF News
October 26 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Stadium
November 2 Brent Siemens Revelation 7
November 9 J. Evan Kreider Peace Sunday
November 16 Henry Krause TBA

Wider Church
Pacifica Singers present Miserere Saturday October 24th at St. Helen's Anglican Church (4405 West 8th
Avenue, Vancouver) for a night of beautiful sacred works by Lassus, Buxtehude and Bozhinov.  Admission
is $20. Tickets available at the door or from the choir (Thomas and Cara)

PGIMF church board meeting Tuesday
October 20th at 7:00 pm at Ehlings

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


MCC    The new MCC Centre in Abbotsford is now open for business.   The Material Resource Centre, Ten
Thousand Villages store, and Common Place Café are now open, with the MCC Centre Thrift Shop opening
on Monday, October 20.  You are invited to the Grand Opening on December 6 to celebrate with food, live
music, an official ribbon cutting ceremony in a bigger retail space with more parking in a highly visible and
accessible location at 33933 Gladys Ave., Abbotsford.  More information available at
http://www.mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/mcc-centre-grand-opening  

Vancouver Cantata Singers invite you to attend the opening concert of their 2014-5 season Saturday
October 25

th
 at 8:00 pm at Christ Church Cathedral 690 Burrard St. in Vancouver.  Frank Martin’s Mass for

Unaccompanied Double Choir leads off a concert entitle Baroque Heritage & Modern Age.   The concert
also featuring works by Bach, Stravinsky Bloch, Poulenc and Orban.    Tickets $30 ($25 Students/Seniors) at
www.vancouvercantatasingers.com.  You can also subscribe to the whole season and save 20% - $112 for
adults, $99 students/seniors.  

MC Canada    Beginning on Oct. 21, the Anabaptist Network in the U.K. will be presenting a series of
webinars on The Opportunities and Challenges of Post-Christendom. Stuart Murray and five other thinkers
and authors will engage the topic of the future of the church. The first in the series is entitled "The Fading
Brilliance of Christendom" (Oct. 21). Details at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/2411. 

Regent College    Presents the Laing Lectures, a series of three free events highlighting controversial
asepcts of the interface between our world and our belief.  In the wake of our 2008 “crisis” of finance, the
resilience of the status-quo is the most discerning feature of Western society.  Voters are accustomed to
the “new normal” of stagnation.  This does not presage a flourishing and resilient society.  It’s the peace of
a decadent one with aging populations, dwindling birthrates, sclerotic political institutions, tired
intellectual debates and technologies which isolate us rather than propelling us outward, all underpinned
by extraordinary wealth and inequality.  In the absence of compelling alternatives, a century of torpor may
be the best we can hope for. On Wednesday October 22, at 7:00 pm you can hear Ross Douthat, formerly
editor for the NYTimes and author of Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics (Free Press,
2012) speaking on the “sustainable decadence” we can expect for  the next 50 to 100 years.  All seats free,
but will fill early. 

Aging, Dementia, End of Life and the Church. A weekend of workshops on dementia led by Ingrid
Schultz.  At the workshop, we will reflect on what people with dementia can teach us about our own
spiritual needs, how to communicate with individuals with dementia,  the place of the church in providing
hope for those who suffer from dementia, and what the Scriptures tell us about preparing for end of life. 
All welcome.  Saturday October 25

th
 9:00 am - 1:00 pm and a Sunday shared service at Langley Mennonite

Fellowship (20997 40 Ave, Langley).  Please register with the Langley Mennonite Fellowship church office
for the Saturday workshop at 604-530-0333. Tickets are $10 and include a light lunch.

Questioning Triumphant Abundance    Rev. Dr. Harold Munn invites you to this talk exploring the Future
of Environmentalism and Civil Society with Peter Robinson, CEO of the David Suzuki Foundation on
Sunday November 2

nd
 at 7:00 pm at St. Anselm’s Church 5210 University Blvd, Vancouver.  Free student

dinner at 6:00 pm - please reserve for dinner a couple of days in advance. 

Mennonite Historical Society of British Columbia   The MHSBC invites you to Dan Unrau’s talk "No
Place On Earth; No Home But Heaven? Mennonites & Jews On the Move" at 7:00 pm, Saturday, November
1

st
 at Bakerview MB Church 2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Admission by donation. 

Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS)  The MDS response in High River, Alberta continues this fall and
winter. As neighbours you are invited to come and construct new homes for 3 families and repair homes
for others who still live in interim housing. A willingness to serve, learn new skills and have fun while
building are all that is needed. Come alone or bring a group. Contact Evelyn Peters-Rojas at 
1-800-241-8111 to schedule a week.  See you in High River!

http://www.mcccanada.ca
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Wisdom Corner

Like any true mirror, the gaze of God receives us exactly as we are, without judgment or
distortion, subtraction or addition. - Richard Rohr

How could you not fall in love with Someone who always outdoes you in generosity and
receptivity? - Richard Rohr
When you allow the face of the other, the opinion of the other, the worldview of the
other, to break through your barriers and boundaries, there is always a bit of fear, as in
the first moments of nakedness or intimacy. - Richard Rohr

“The mind that is not baffled is not employed”. - Wendell Berry

And in memory of the 10th anniversary of  Oscar Wilde’s birth, you are offered this selection of
his wit and wisdom:

- I think that God in creating Man somewhat overestimated his ability.
- There is a luxury in self-reproach. When we blame ourselves, we feel that
no one else has a right to blame us. It is the confession, not the priest, that
gives us absolution.
- Vile deeds like poison weeds bloom well in prison air; 
it is only what is good in man, that wastes and withers there. 



Isaiah 45:1-7

1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
   whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
   and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
   and the gates shall not be closed:
2 I will go before you
   and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
   and cut through the bars of iron,
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness
   and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
   the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob,

   and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
   I surname you, though you do not know me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
   besides me there is no god.
   I arm you, though you do not know me,
6 so that they may know, from the rising of the
   sun
   and from the west, that there is no one besides
    me;
   I am the Lord, and there is no other.
7 I form light and create darkness,
   I make weal and create woe;
   I the Lord do all these things.     [NRSV]

Matthew 22:15-22

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap
him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach
the way of God in accordance with truth, and
show deference to no one; for you do not regard
people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or
not?’ 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?

19Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they
brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them,
‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21They
answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them,
‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.’ 22When they heard this, they were
amazed; and they left him and went away.

 [NRSV]

I Corinthians 13:8-13

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease;
as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
10but when the complete comes, the partial will
come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like
a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a

child; when I became an adult, I put an end to
childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we will see face to face. Now I know
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these
is love.     [NRSV]


