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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this morning will be led by Diane Ehling;
we will be led in song by Erna Friesen, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your
usher. Later we will hear from Dave Diewert who will address The Cost of Dissent: Injustice and Empire in a
message based on Luke 19:11-28.  Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service. 
Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and
last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for
more information.

Last Sunday    Throughout her teaching and work concerning domestic violence in society and in the
church, Elsie Goertzen (MCC-BC and CBI) has drawn inspiration from the life and teaching of Jesus,
especially from how he related to women and the marginalized in his society.  On Oct. 16th, Elsie focused on
the story (Luke 13.10-17) about "the woman bent over". crippled and essentially a voiceless outcast.  In
synagogues, women sat behind screens during worship (so they did not 'bother' men), and they were to be
silent.  When out of the home, a woman was to be accompanied (thereby protecting the honour of her
husband), and any man wishing to talk to her was to speak through her chaperone.  Touching was out of the
question.  In Luke 13, an unnamed but crippled woman attended synagogue, possibly knowing Jesus would
be there.  At one point, Jesus began breaking one taboo
after another.  He called directly to the woman (not
through someone else), contacting her over the dividing
screen.  He healed her, right then and there, on the
Sabbath.  She then broke the rules by praising God (rather
than being silent).  Today, too many women in church and
society are marginalized by rules, social practices and
legal practices which can be used against the poor
(including women).  Elsie reminded us that we have the
opportunity to be like Jesus, or we can live with 'screens'
in our lives.  St Paul challenged believers to overturn the
traditional prayer of male Jews, giving thanks he is not a
Gentile, not a slave, and not a woman.  Paul followed
Jesus by arguing that in Christ there is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female.  Easy words? 
[JEK] 

PGIMF News
October 30 Charles Paris Luther’s influence on the Church
November 6 Michael Thomas Lectionary
November 13 Char Siemens Peace Sunday
November 20 John Klassen Eternity Sunday

N Please see the church directory on wall in the hallway to check your information, and that of anyone you
know.  As well, if you would like to be on the church list, please add your name to the list! 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF congregational meeting     The
PGIMF congregational meeting will be held
Sunday October 30  after the service andth

potluck lunch.  All church attenders are
welcome to attend, whether members or not. 

(   Potluck!  And did we mention...? Potluck

lunch next week!  Bring as you are led...and
please bring enough for everyone and a little
extra!  Guests always welcome - don’t forget to
invite them!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Book and Life Study  Anyone wishing to explore the possibility of meeting for study and discussion at
Andre’s and Hannelore’s during a weekday evening, please see Andre.

The Wider Church     
MB Mission  PK and C are working with the North
Thailand team.  They are involved in leadership training,
church planting, and social ministry.  Please pray for the
restricted access countries that their governments will
allow Christians to worship freely. Pray for courage and
unity for the church leaders in these oppressed areas. 

Vancouver Cantata Singers   After the successful
launch of the new season yesterday with “Psalms, Part
Songs and Glees of th 19  C”, Cantata Singers invitedth

you to their annual partnership fundraiser with ICORD
at the Blusson Spinal Cord Centre at VGH (818 W. 10th

Ave.)  With great music, wine, hors d’oeuvres and good
company, the Singers will entertain in the atrium of this
futuristic building, and all funds raised will fund spinal
cord injury programmes and Cantata singers.  Tickets

are $100 and include a tax receipt for much of the price, available from the office at 604-730-8856 or online
at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com  or for those of you with connections.....
 ***Let’s make a dinner of it!  PGIMF attenders to this evening please join Andre and Hannelore at their
place for a bite of dinner and walk over to the fundraiser afterwards.  RSVP please***

MCC-BC   November 19th - 8:30 am - 3:30 pm:  MCC Annual GEneral Meeting and Conference at Eben
Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor Street Abbotsford).  Join MCC for a day of animated storytelling,
inspiring music and worship and interactive workshops. You'll hear speakers from Israel and Palestine and an
update on MCC relief efforts in east Africa. This is your opportunity to engage with the work of MCC! For
details and to register, visit www.bc.mcc.org/agm  

The Lookout Gallery at Regent College    features a new show by Rodger Woods entitled Liturgy and
Design - A Worked Example. With various media, you are invited to step into the liturgy in a new way. 
Gallery hours - Mon-Fri 8:30- 5:00 pm, Sat. 12:00 non  - 4:00 pm.  Free admission.

MCC   has a variety of kits that are sent to people in need
around the world. Health kits are often presented to
children living in refugee camps who do not have access
to hygiene supplies or to women in rural areas to
encourage health care. Health Kits go to people in such
countries as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Haiti, Nicaragua,
North Korea, Russia, Serbia and Ukraine. If the
congregation, care groups or others are looking for a
concrete, hands-on way to make a difference in the lives
of families in need, this is a great project for folks to
work on. You can get a complete list of contents when
you visit www.mcc.org/kits/health.  Kit bags are available
from MCC’s warehouse in Abbotsford but you can also
bring contents to the warehouse and MCC will bag them
for you.

UBC Opera   Book your tickets now for UBC Opera’s production of The Crucible by Robert Ward, a
parable of American McCarthyism of the 1950s.  The opera features Nicole Brook, our soloist for the
PGIMF 25  Anniversary Celebration and runs November 10-13th at the Chan Centre on campus.  Ticketsth

on-line from UBC Opera at http://ubcopera.universitytickets.com or by phone at 604-822-6725 

A Meditation on Art

We welcome the 3 new paintings “Memories I,

II and III by Peter Gynd Medley, now hung in

the Chapel that are a visual prayer to the

experiences and meaning of our lives.  Most of

us are aware that Peter moved to New York

City in March to pursue his painting and artistic

career.  Peter will be visiting Vancouver over

the Christmas holidays and would be especially

pleased to hang any of the Memories paintings

in your home or work place. You can see more

of his work at www.petergynd.com 

FaithQwest
Mark your calenders for FaithQwest for
January 20-22, 2012.  The Mennonite
churches in the Vancouver area sponsor this
annual weekend of presentations from CMU. 
Tentative plans include “Bloodthirsty People,”
by Paul Dyck, on violence in film, and
“Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John,” by
Sheila Klassen-Wiebe.

The organizing committee would be very
pleased to have a member from PGIMF.  If
interested, contact James Wittenberg
(Sherbrooke MC) or Tim Kuepfer (Peace MC)

http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org/agm
http://www.mcc.org/kits/health
http://ubcopera.universitytickets.com
http://www.petergynd.com
mailto:james@sherbrookemennonite.org


The Church and Affordable Housing Forum 2011  This is the follow-up to the original forum in 2008, and
it’s time to celebrate the difference commitment makes, with fewer homeless people sleeping on the streets
than before.  The church needs to know what to do to end homelessness for all Vancouverites - the working
poor, the disabled, seniors, refugees and more. With keynote speaker Brian Walsh and a panel of local
experts, you will explore through sessions and workshops, networking lunch and an ethical marketplace, how
the Christian community, along with its partners, can build physical and social spaces of belonging that
transforms strangers into neighbours.  Friday October 28  from noon to 5:00 pm, and Saturday October 29th th

from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm at Tenth Church, 11 W. 10  Ave., in Vancouver.  Register at th www.cglf.ca or by
phone at 604-484-8629.  Presented by City in Focus. 

Mennonite Church BC Special Session  You are invited to attend a special business meeting to deal with
the request by Olivet Church, which withdrew from the conference in 2007, to transfer title to them from the
conference.  Though Olivet will not compensate the former church members or the conference with any
money for the loss, the board nevertheless feels letting go of this title is the best way to move forward, and a
peacemaking session was held with a facilitator to assist both sides in dealing with the hard feelings left by
this process.  As this requires a quorum of the conference membership to approve this transfer, you are
requested to become a delegate and attend this Special Delegate Session on November 5  at 10:30 am atth

Clearbrook Mennonite Church, 32027 Peardonville Rd, Abbotsford.  The form of the resolution is available
from Andre.  Please see Don or Andre if you will be a delegate.
  
Help incoming Regent College students this coming Christmas Season! The Regent College Admissions
Office is looking for willing hosts to provide free housing and local telephone use for up to one week
(between December 1 and January 15) for incoming students while they search for permanent housing.
Meals are not expected (but welcome nonetheless!). If you're interested in offering this service, please
contact Amy no later than November 14 at 604-221-3355.

Mennonite Church Canada/AMBS   invites you to join the discussion in a webinar sponsored by
Associated Mennonite Bible Seminary (AMBS) entitled Engaging the Bible in the Congregation, presented
by retired Mennonite Church Canada General Secretary, Robert J. Suderman.  AMBS says, "Even as the
church continues to claim the Bible's authority, many congregations are seeing a waning interest in the Bible
and are increasingly experiencing it as functionally irrelevant. On the one hand the Bible may seem overly
familiar and assumed, and on the other hand, we may fear that it has limited power to guide congregational
life, worship, business meetings, committee work, outreach and educational programming."   Join Robert J.
Suderman for this on-line presentation on Tuesday, November 8, 1:45-3:00 EST.  For details and
registration, visit http://www.ambs.edu/webinars. You may wish to bookmark this link, where all AMBS
webinar announcements are made.

In all the congratulations around the winners of the Nobel Peace Prize by three women from Africa this
year, little mention is made of the fact that one of them - Laymah Gbowee - earned a Masters degree in
Conflict Transformation Studies at Eastern Mennonite University.  That experience was insturmental in her
work organizing women across ethnic lines to end the long war in Liberia.  You can read more on-line at PR
Newswire at 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/nobel-prize-winner-connected-to-peace-church-tradition-131420043.html  or at
The Mennonite  http://www.themennonite.org/issues/14-10/articles/EMU_alum_wins_Nobel_Peace_Prize

Our thanks to Ed Epp for pointing this out. 

Best Occupy Wall Street sign seen so far:

"I'll Believe Corporations Are People When Texas Executes One"

http://www.cglf.ca
http://www.ambs.edu/webinars


Luke 19:11-28

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A1 2

man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief
tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see3

who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he
could not, because he was short in stature. So he4

ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,
because he was going to pass that way. When5

Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must
stay at your house today.’ So he hurried down6

and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it7

began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the
guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood8

there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I
have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay
back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him,9

‘Today salvation has come to this house, because
he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man10

came to seek out and to save the lost.’

 As they were listening to this, he went on to tell11

a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and
because they supposed that the kingdom of God
was to appear immediately. So he said, ‘A12

nobleman went to a distant country to get royal
power for himself and then return. He13

summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten
pounds, and said to them, “Do business with these
until I come back.” But the citizens of his14

country hated him and sent a delegation after him,
saying, “We do not want this man to rule over us.”

When he returned, having received royal power,15

he ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the
money, to be summoned so that he might find out
what they had gained by trading. The first came16

forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made ten
more pounds.” He said to him, “Well done, good17

slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a
very small thing, take charge of ten cities.” Then18

the second came, saying, “Lord, your pound has
made five pounds.” He said to him, “And you,19

rule over five cities.” Then the other came,20

saying, “Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up
in a piece of cloth, for I was afraid of you,21

because you are a harsh man; you take what you
did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.”

He said to him, “I will judge you by your own22

words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that
I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit
and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did23

you not put my money into the bank? Then when I
returned, I could have collected it with interest.”

He said to the bystanders, “Take the pound from24

him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.”
(And they said to him, “Lord, he has ten25

pounds!”) “I tell you, to all those who have,26

more will be given; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away.

But as for these enemies of mine who did not27

want me to be king over them—bring them here
and slaughter them in my presence.” ’ 

 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going28

up to Jerusalem.     [NRSV]


