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����     Potluck lunch next week following the
service - bring what you are led, eat with
everyone, guests and visitors always welcome as
there is always lots of food.  Then please join us
in the chapel for a congregational meeting
afterward. There will be lots of business to
discuss.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

October 24, 2004

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our liturgical service will be led by J.
Evan Kreider, hymns for the service have been selected by Helga Neudorf, and Ruth Enns will be accompanying
on the piano. Later we will hear from Willard Metzger of MC Canada’s Witness Program, who will be speaking
on Acts 16:25-34 to the theme “Authentic worship is a life of joyful sacrifice and willing surrender."  Jaclyn
Smith will be with the preschoolers and the primaries in the nursery, and Erika Hannan and Jackie Bolen will be
with the Sunday School classes. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   On October 17th, Gordon Nickel (former missionary, recently obtained the Ph.D. from Calgary in
Islamic Studies) spoke about how Christians might best relate to followers of Islam. Building on Acts 4:5-, he
emphasised three themes: love, salvation and peace. We are commanded to love God (with all our heart, soul,
strength and mind), and to love our enemies. Christians believe that God’s love is unconditional, whereas Gordon
noted that Moslems believe that God’s love for people is strictly conditional. This is one unique and attractive
way to differentiate the two spiritual traditions. Although he said less about salvation in the Quran, Christianity's
claim concerning salvation is exclusive, one which is therefore less likely to lead quickly to open dialogue unless
the Moslem is interested in hearing our views. The third theme is peace, not the world’s notion of peace, but as
Jesus said "My [kind of] peace". Ideally, Christians use only peaceful means to achieve their desired ends, not
violence. Some Moslems, as do some Christians, emphasise specific passages depicting and possibly even
advocating violence even though other passages are available to them. The New Testament, on the other hand,
offers a more thoroughly peaceful model than does the Quran, though one certainly understands why Moslems in
the Near East would not be familiar with this side of Christianity through western foreign policy from so-called
Christian nations. Gordon’s advice is that we bless the followers of Islam and not curse them. Islam is one of the
fastest growing religions in the world. Sooner or later we will have significant contacts with people following the
Islamic faith. How will we represent our faith to these individuals? [JEK] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
October 31 John Toews- Martin Luther/Reformation Sunday
November 7 Veronica Dyck Peace Sunday
November 14 Phil Shafran (MCC-BC) AIDS
November 21 J. Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday

Sunday School: Adults, get your dibs in early on a
teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young
kids or older kids by calling Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen
for 3–5 year olds and nursery 0–2, Cynthia Friesen for
6–8 year olds, and Mark Northey for 9 and over.  We
welcome all efforts to train our children up in the way
that they should go
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You are invited to a meeting planned for churches in your area to provide feedback on Mennonite Church
Canada's current financial situation and plans as part of a National Church Conversation on Funding to be
held at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church, Abbotsford November 29th 2004 at 7:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome,
but we especially encourage the participation of pastors and congregational leaders, such as church council
chairs, mission committees, treasurers, etc.

This event is being called to ensure that the congregations that make up Mennonite Church Canada is kept
informed in a timely manner about the financial status and ministry plans of the national church. During the
difficult financial adjustments of the fiscal year ending January 31, 2003, we received counsel that more
information should have been shared with our congregations and important partners in ministry.

The Finance Policy and Audit Committee has advised, based on conservative estimates, that MC Canada
could be facing a shortfall of as much as $120,000 for this year. We need to hear from you about the best
ways to move forward this year and in the long term not only to stabilize, but to grow the ministry to which
God has called us.  We will talk about the support of churches in your region when we meet. I will also
share with you some historical data and financial analysis, and invite your feedback and counsel about how
to move forward. Notes will be taken for further reference and discernment.  

Your prayer is a valuable contribution to our ministry.

Dan Nighswander
General Secretary, Mennonite Church Canada

The Wider Church
MBMSI   WORKING WITH CHILDREN. Barbara Block, MBMS International missionary in India, asks your
prayers for her ministry which involves teaching at Kodaikanal International School in South India; also pray for
her work with Bethania School, a home for needy children. 

����Cantata Singers   Join the Cantata Singers for a celebration of the rituals of the Mass.  Kyries, Glorias and
Agnus Deis from many centuries, as well as a Gloria commissioned from Vancouver composer Peter Hannan will
fill the Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday Nov 6th at 8:00 pm, and West Vancouver United Church (2062
Esquimalt) on Sunday November 7th at 3:00 pm.  Tickets $22.   

TWU - Lamblight Lectures  Alan Jacobs (Wheaton College) a scholar who works at giving literature and
theology relevance to each other, speaks on Shaping a Life: Memory and Hope.  Free admission.  November 4th at
7:30 pm in the Northwest Auditorium at TWU.  For more information, contact Hans Boersma (604) 513-2121
loc. 3123; e-mail  or see www.genevasociety.org.  

MCC  November 6: MCC BC Annual Meeting at Yarrow MB Church. "Listening with our Hearts" is the theme
and we will hear inspiring stories from several story tellers including Drs. Nathan and Rachel Beachy who
worked in Nigeria with AIDS related projects.  Please join us for an inspirational day. For more information
contact MCC BC (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337 or visit  www.mcc.org/bc 

MC Canada Witness Dessert Evening mit musik - sorry, and music - at Peace Mennonite.  Come hear Jack
Suderman (Executive Secretary for Witness) talk about our work in Columbia and Cuba and many other places.
Hear Willard Metzger (Chair of Witness Council) share his passion for Missions.  Sunday October 24 at 7:00 PM
at Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond. 
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Acts 16:25-34

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the
prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud
voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’
29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell

down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I
do to be saved?’ 31They answered, ‘Believe on the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.’ 32They spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same
hour of the night he took them and washed their
wounds; then he and his entire family were
baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into
the house and set food before them; and he and his
entire household rejoiced that he had become a
believer in God. 

MCC Peace and Justice Committee   Are you a university student interested in peace and justice advocacy?
Mennonite Central Committee Canada invites you to attend "Christian Faith, Public Policy: A Seminar for
Students," to be held in Ottawa, February 3-6, 2005. All information, including a registration form, is posted at
http://www.mcc.org/canada/ottawa/ .

Life and Ministry Seminar for church leaders and church goers "Creative Dialogue on Difficult Issues in the
Congregation"with Dr. Dean Peachey, Vice President and Academic Dean, Menno Simons College.  The Friday
evening and Saturday morning Seminar offers ways to shift the discomfort and fear associated with contentious
issues in congregational life toward opportunities for growth and discovery. It provides general principles as well
as specific suggestions for achieving creative dialogue.  Friday, November 19, 2004 - 7:00-9:30 pm, and Saturday
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the Teaching Centre at Columbia Bible College, 2940 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford. 
Pre-register through CBC by Tuesday, November 16th @ the special rate of $20 (regularly $25, students $15) or
call Esther @ (604) 853-3567 local 306.

Peace in the City presents an evening of insights from Rev. Bruce Sanguin, stories of service from individuals
and music from Neil Weisensel and the Peace In The City Band, October 24, 7:30 pm at the Canadian Memorial
United Church at 15th & Burrard.  Tickets $10 at the door, and more information at 604-731-6819.

MDS Dessert Evening and Fellowship - an evening of good food, fellowship and sharing about the ministry of
Mennonite Disaster Service including testimonies from volunteers and how they are touching lives and helping
disaster survivors regain faith and wholeness.  Saturday October 30th at 7:00 pm at First United Mennonite
Church, 659 E. 52nd Ave.  Pre-registration requested by Thursday October 28th to allow for enough food to be
prepared.
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�  We have received input from the congregation about our proposed privacy policy and have amended it to
reflect these concerns.  Please see the attached policy below and be ready to bring your concerns or acceptance to
the congregational meeting next week after the service.

PRIVACY POLICY of “the church” or “PGIMF”

1. Accountability: We are accountable to (a) ensure the church’s compliance with Canadian privacy laws:
(b) ensure that the church protects all personal information held by the church or disclosed to third
parties: and (c) develop and implement personal information policies and practices.

2. Identifying purposes: the church collects personal information from you for the following reasons:
• To contact you about the activities and events of the church
• to allow affiliated organizations to contact you about their activities
• to allow other members and adherents of the church to contact you
We will notify you before using your personal information for any new purpose.

3. Limiting collection, use, disclosure and retention: We will not collect your personal information
indiscriminately; and we will not deceive or mislead you about the reasons for collecting your personal
information.  We keep your personal information as long as necessary to satisfy the purposes described
above.  We will not destroy or make anonymous your personal information unless you request so because
that would prevent us from contacting you in the event of a reunion celebration.

4 Accuracy and Safeguards: We will endeavour to minimize the possibility of using incorrect
information.  We will protect your personal information against loss or theft; safeguard the information
from unauthorized access, disclosure, copying, use or modification; and we will protect personal
information regardless of the format in which it is held.

5. Openness and Individual access: this document is our notification to you about our privacy policies. 
You may refer to it at any time on the World Wide Web at http://www.pgimf.org/privacy which also
includes a list of the affiliated organizations which we have information-sharing arrangements with. 
Upon request in permitted situations, you may arrange to confirm and correct your personal information
in our records.

6. Recourse: In the even of a dispute over the handling of your personal information, the board of the
church will investigate all complaints received and take appropriate measures.

7. Publishing:  PGIMF,  in the course of making its activities known to others on the World Wide Web will
not publish the personal information of members or attenders, including telephone number, home or e-
mail address, or personal concerns, except if the member or attender is a member of the church board and
the information directly concerns the performance of his or her duties.

8. Recording:  PGIMF ('the church'), in the course of recording services for later listening by
members of the congregation and their guests, will not record any part of the service that is
identified as 'response (to the sermon)' or 'sharing (of personal and private prayer concerns)'.


