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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by 
Don Teichroeb; Sue Greenstreet will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the 
piano. Later we will hear from Evan Kreider who will be speaking on Prayers for Forgiveness.   Erika 
Hannan and Jeff Schulz are in charge of Sunday School, and Krista Voth and Heather Shantz will be 
with the toddlers. Please stay with us after the service for potluck lunch to continue our discussion.  
There is always plenty for everyone. 
 
Last Sunday:  Last Sunday, David Ortis contrasted the absolute 'power' of a king with the story of Jesus  
asking us to be like powerless children. David began with 2Sam 1 in which King David, upon learning 
that King Saul had been killed by a soldier, commanded that this messenger/soldier be killed (he 
possibly expected a large reward for having killed David's sworn enemy). This is a story about absolute 
power, about using force to achieve a goal, about a man usurping God's authority over life and death. 
(Ultimately, King David, Israel's most powerful ruler, was not allowed to build the temple because he 
had shed too much blood-used power excessively and incorrectly.) David Ortis then took us to Mark 10, 
in which Jesus was embroiled in a fierce debate about divorce (how much power does a husband have 
over his wife, including the being the sole authority to have the power to break the marriage and its 
economic agreement). During this crucial and timely theological discussion, children suddenly ran in 
and interrupted everything. The adults wanted to assert their power, their authority and return everything 
to an adult's world, but Jesus seized the opportunity to use children as a counterpoint to the male-
powered debate on divorce and declared that unless you become like a little child (powerless and 
trusting), you cannot join the Kingdom-that unless the men debating divorce were willing to give up 
their traditional power in marriage, they would not discover a good answer to the divorce question. 
David challenged us to reflect on power in our lives (jobs, financial security, middle class), on how we 
use power, on what we would be like if power were suddenly taken away from us. It is not easy to climb 
down the hierarchy of power (e.g., be jobless at age 50 or suddenly have no option but to work for 
$10/hr). He ended by creating a sword from two sticks, noting that there is no such thing as a peaceful 
sword, but that its power comes from his arm. Then he inverted the sword to make a cross, noting that 
the power of the cross comes from elsewhere, not from us. [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Upcoming speakers 
November 2  Elsie Wiebe Klingler(MCC)  Breaking the Silence  
November 9       Peace Sunday 
November 16  Ruth Enns 
November 23       Eternity Sunday 
 
Friday Home Group   The Friday morning discussion group will meet this Friday, October 31 at the 
home of Henry and Tena Neufeld at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome.  
New Study Group   The Sunday Afternoon study/home group to discuss contemporary issues of 
interest  
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to those of an Anabaptist bent will meet today in the chapel after the potluck lunch. The featured event 
will be a review by Andre and Hannelore of their trip to the World Conference in Zimbabwe and 
southern Africa. 

 
The Wider Church 
Assets Vancouver graduates need your encouragement and advice. If you understand business and want 
to serve in a new and unique way, attend Mentor's Night" on Nov 13/03 at 7pm. Visit 
www.assestavancouver.org or phone 604-748-0448 (or 604-329-9500).  Assets Vancouver is an 
outreach of MCC-BC and MEDA dedicated to providing opportunities for low-income, unemployed and 
disable persons to begin sound businesses under professional guidance. 
 
MDS   Volunteers needed to build new homes and build and skirt porches for mobile homes for people 
in Barriere, BC who lost their homes in the wildfires this summer.  Project directors: Fred and Sue 
Kathler (250) 672-5666, or Box 261, Barriere, British Columbia V0E 1E0. 
 
Graduate and Faculty Christian Forum lectures presents Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the US 
National Human Genome Research Institute.  As co-discoverer of the gene for cystic fibrosis, and leader 
of the Human Genome Project, overseeing an effort to map and sequence all of the human DNA, as well 
as determining aspects of its function. Dr. Collins will speak on “Are we more than our genes?”  -  his 
reflections on the current status of the project and the possible future consequences and implications for 
humanity. A practicing Christian, he has written of his own spiritual journey from atheism to faith 
during his medical internship and has expressed in various ways the synthesis of his personal Christian 
faith and his scientific perspectives. Hebb Theather, 2045 West Mall, UBC on Wednesday October 29th 
at 4:00 pm.  For further information, contact:  Paul Stanwood [e-mail available] 604-822-4020 or 
Jochem Roukema [e-mail available] 604-827-5007  
Merton in the Morning   Saturday November 15, 9:30 - 11:00 am. "Merton in the Morning," part of a 
series of informal Saturday morning talks and discussions on selected writings by Thomas Merton, in 
the Great Hall at Canadian Memorial Centre for Peace, 1825 W. 16th Avenue (near Burrard) in 
Vancouver. Cost: $10.00 (includes refreshments);  Speaker: Ross Labrie.  
"Opening Mongolia to Canada" trade show at the Vancouver Convention Center (Room 18) Oct 24 - 29, 
9:00 - 5:00 p.m. Admission free. 
 

 PGIMF board meeting 
 Monday October 27th at 7:00 pm at the Teichroebs, 4515 Belmont Ave. 


