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October 29th, 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Karl
Brown, Paul Thiessen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano and Henry Neufeld is your
usher. Later we will hear from Evan Krieder who will be speaking on the lectionary texts for today, particularly
the story of blind Bartimaeus from Mark 10.  Sunday school will begin again soon, but for now parents are
requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their children wish
to  remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us after this service for our traditional potluck lunch and
fellowship - there is always lots of food. Guests and students particularly welcome.

Last Sunday On October 22, 2006, Rosie Perera talked on "Christ as Victor, Sacrifice and Example" (see:
Jonathan R. Wilson, God so loved the World, A Christology for Disciples, Baker Academic, 2001). (1) Christ was
Victor both in life (miracles, resurrection) and death. His death is seen as destroying death itself, and his
willingness to submit to death is seen as an act of obedience (Phil. 2:5-8). Christ only freed prisoners from death
but also as destroyed the prison of death. (2) Christ as Sacrifice was a theme in an early Christian hymn (again,
Phil. 2:6-8) reminding us that even though God desired mercy rather than sacrifice, Paul and others (Romans 3,
Hebrews 10) taught that Jesus introduced a new way, moving us away from temple sacrifices and towards
approaching God directly though Christ as our ever-present high priest. Rosie reminded us that the ultimate target
of God's wrath is sin, not sinners. (3) Christ as Example. God was often cited in the O.T. as the ultimate example
of how to live ("Be holy as I am holy") but N.T. writings cite Jesus as our exemplar ('wash each others feet just as
I have washed yours', i.e., live sacrificially for each other). Without a good balance of these three understandings
of Christ Jesus, our theology can become incomplete. The church year's lectionary readings and themes seek to
bring balance to our thinking and worship by focusing on each of these aspects of Christ in turn throughout the
year. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
November 5 Laurel Borisenko African Odyssey
November 12 J. Evan Kreider Peace Sunday
November 19 Dave Bergen (MC Canada) -
November 26 Paul Thiessen -

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

����You are encouraged to join the “Where is our church going?” discussion now taking place anytime, anywhere
with anybody.  Full discussion at the congregational meeting on November 5th.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Church board meeting November 2nd at 7:00 pm.  Location:
Veronica Dyck’s

The Wider Church
Regent College   presents the next in its ongoing series of
public lectures, this time featuring Paul Stevens, speaking on
Work-Life Balance: Myth or Gift? followed by a booksigning
of Doing God’s Business.  Wednesday, November 1. Lecture
begins at 7:30 pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early
for a good seat.

Cantata Singers A Monteverdi/Mendelssohn concert featuring
Bryn Nixon, organist. You will hear Psalms & Motets from
1610 vespers, Cantate Domino, Adoramus Te, Te Deum for
double choir and continuo. Tickets at Ticketmaster & Sikora’s
Classical Records. Today (Sunday) at 3:00 pm at Ryerson United Church, Vancouver.

MCBC - a renewal of the covenant   You are invited to participate in a Special Delegates meeting to discuss the
renewal of the covenant with other MCBC churches at a meeting to be held next Saturday, November 4th at West
Abbotsford Mennonite Church.  Despite concerns, especially about what it means if a church declines to
participate in the covenant, this process is moving ahead with some broad support.  For copies of the summary of
changes to be made, or for complete documentation by e-mail, please see Andre.  If you wish to be a delegate to
the meeting next Saturday, please see Don.  

�Please see your mailboxes for a new
church list.  Please also note that the
mailboxes have been reorganized.  Also you
may receive the church list by e-mail upon
request to the Congregational Coordinator. 
As always, please be aware that this list is for
the personal use only of members and
attenders of PGIMF, and its public
distribution in any form is prohibited.  The e-
mail version is password-protected and those
who request it will receive two separate e-
mail, one of which contains the password.

MennoJerusalem’s Biblical Study & Travel Program in Israel/Palestine/Jordan April 28 to May 19, 2007: 
A special study opportunity is being offered for a 3-week Biblical Study & Travel Program in May 2007. This
will be a unique opportunity for church leaders and others teaching the Bible to travel through the Holy Land
and to participate in seminars conducted by key lecturers in the Middle East, each specialized in his or her
own area of expertise. 

The goal is to provide unique study and travel experiences that will enhance the teacher’s knowledge of the
biblical setting, and provide new insights into understanding the text in context.  St. Jerome argued that one
cannot fully understand the four gospels without first experiencing the Fifth Gospel—the Land itself. 
Seminars in the institute will be supplemented by bus tours, as well as by climbing the hills and traversing the
land to such significant sites in Israel/Palestine as: Mount of Olives, Temple Mount, Holy Sepulchre, Ein
Karem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Qumran, Bethsaida, Capernaum, Tabgha, Kursi, Caesarea Philippi, Mount of
Beatitudes, boat ride on Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Ibillin, Caesarea Maritima, Joppa/Jaffa, plus Jordan! 

Participants wishing to obtain academic credit through their own seminary or university can do so as this
program is offered at a graduate level. For a list of invited lecturers and courses, please see the notice
board in the hall.

The tour will be directed by Dr. Glenn Witmer, Church Education Liaison for MC Canada and the Bat kol
Institute in Jerusalem.   Costs for tuition and texts, accommodation and food, site visits, transfers, tips
andtaxes, Middle-East travel, [airfare not included] is US$2695 [min. 20 persons]. Persons studying for
academic credit and requiring supervision/reading by a course professor, add $200.

Contact Rev. Glenn Edward Witmer, MennoJerusalem Education Office, Tantur Ecumenical Institute, POB
19556, Jerusalem 91194, Israel  E-mail:   Phone: + 972-2-676-0911, ext. 6022
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MCC and MDS collect $700,000 for Amish, and the Amish offer a statement of thanks to the public in the wake
of shootings at the Amish school shooting in Nickel Mines, PA. Contributions to the Amish School Recovery
Fund will help the affected community with medical care, transportation, supportive care and other needs.
Tax-deductible donations can be made by calling MCC at  857-0011 toll free from Vancouver or MDS at (866)
261-1274. To donate online, go to www.mds.mennonite.net or www.mcc.org. To donate by mail, send checks to
MCC or MDS at the following addresses with the words “Amish School Recovery Fund” in the memo line. 

Mark 10:46-52

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a
large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.
47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he
began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!’ 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,
but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have
mercy on me!’ 49Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him

here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him,
‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ 50So throwing
off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then
Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for
you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher,* let me
see again.’ 52Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has
made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way. 

Some time ago, I [AP] was looking for a way to support the Palestinian olive harvest.  In Canada,
most of our olives come from Italy, Greece, Turkey and California.  I found no direct way to do so,
but an e-mail from Dr Glenn Witmer left me with the following:

________________________________

Olive Oil from the Mount of Olives

Each year, Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH), located on the Mount of Olives in East Jerusalem, receives a special
blessing.  Olive oil, pressed from olives from the 800 trees on the Lutheran World Federation property, is used in the
kitchen of AVH and provides income to offset the hospital's operational costs.  Grown by The Lutheran World
Federation on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, the olives that this oil is made from are produced without the use of
pesticides or chemical fertilizers. Local workers and volunteers harvest the olives by hand each fall. Following the
harvest, the fruit is pressed at a Beit Jala olive press. Some of the oil is used in the Augusta Victoria Hospital kitchen.
The rest of it is available to LWF visitors (15 USD per bottle) in hand-blown bottles made by Palestinian artisans
working in Hebron using recycled glass.  Donations received for the olive oil all go to the Augusta Victoria Hospital,
which provides a large amount of charity care. Please contact the LWF Jerusalem office if you would like to request
bottles of olive oil from the Mount of Olives.  In order to cover the costs of shipping and handling, LWF Jerusalem can
only ship orders of ten bottles or more with a donation of 20 USD per bottle. (See contact information below.) You are
also encouraged to donate a gallon of olive oil to the Augusta Victoria Hospital as a way of helping us offset the costs of
maintaining the olive groves and harvesting the olives.  The hospital uses the olive oil on many local dishes served to
patients.  In Palestine, olive oil is a gift of life and health.  More information is available upon request.  Email:
  Phone: (972) 2-627-9908
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Jeremiah 31:7-9

7For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
   and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
   ‘Save, O Lord, your people,
   the remnant of Israel.’
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the
north,
   and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,

among them the blind and the lame,
   those with child and those in labour, together;
   a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
   and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
   in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
   and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Psalm 126

A Song of Ascents.
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
   we were like those who dream.
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
   and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
3The Lord has done great things for us,
   and we rejoiced.

4Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
   like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5May those who sow in tears
   reap with shouts of joy.
6Those who go out weeping,
   bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
   carrying their sheaves.

Hebrews 7:23-28

23 Furthermore, the former priests were many in
number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood
permanently, because he continues for ever.
25Consequently he is able for all time to save those
who approach God through him, since he always lives
to make intercession for them.

26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high

priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the
other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices
day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those
of the people; this he did once for all when he offered
himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those
who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath,
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has
been made perfect for ever. 


