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October 30, 2005
Mennonite Heritage Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Andre
Pekovich, Paul Thiessen will be leading us in song, Jeff Schulz will be accompanying on the piano, and Rovin
Karuna is your usher.  Later we will hear from Ken Friesen who will be speaking on “The Law Fulfilled” from
Mt 22:34-46.  Danica Thiessen will be with the primaries, Lisa-Dawn Kilthau will be in the nursery and there
will be a Sunday School class today.  Please join us after the service for potluck lunch in the lounge - friends,
students and visitors always welcome - there is lots for everybody.  The congregation is requested to stay after
the potluck lunch for the congregational meeting

Last Sunday:   On October 23, 2005, Bob Swan (Minister at First Baptist, Vancouver, active in their programme
providing shelter on Tuesdays) spoke on "Having your story heard, and hearing their stories". The brief and only
story about Zacchaeus is fascinating. Even though Jesus was very busy, having just entered Jericho, he stopped
everything so that he could hear Zacchaeus' story. In spite of his enormous wealth, nobody in Jericho respected
short Zacchaeus enough to make way to let him even catch a glimpse of Jesus, so he set aside his usual dignity,
gathered up his robes, and climbed a tree, undoubtedly to great ridicule. However, when Jesus stopped to talk,
and then to visit at length, Jesus heard his story and both of them determined that Zacchaeus was addicted to
money. Realizing that his pursuit of money had cost him everything else, he rashly vowed to make total
restitution, which likely meant his financial ruin and loss of work. Whether he actually reformed is not reported,
but none of this would have happened had Jesus ignored this bizarre person on the street. Bob then talked about
street people in Vancouver, about our overwhelming instincts either to ignore them, be rude to them, or buy their
silence with a few coins. Taking the time to hear their stories seems to be out of the question. Isaiah 58 addressed
this age-old situation by saying that we are called to a fast which involves helping others, and that if we help
others, God will help us. Bob emphasized that the homeless need to have someone walk with them, trust them
(even if it is risky), and believe in them despite their horrendous problems. The "climb out of the street" is a
journey which can take five years and involve considerable slippage, but each of us is within a hair's breadth of
the street, for a sudden serious change in health or a sudden permanent loss of work can force fully respectable
people out of their comfortable homes. Bob concluded by urging us to be like Jesus, look out for Zacchaeus, then
listen to his story. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
November 6 Isaac Gilman MSC Students
November 13 Laura Loewen (MCC) Peace Message (for Peace Sunday)
November 20 - -Liturgical Service Eternity Sunday
November 27 Veronica Dyck 1st Advent

The Wider Church

MBMSI  Canadian Conference Youth Ministries is hosting a Youth Ministry Conference at Canadian Mennonite
University on November 4-5.  Please pray for guest speaker Mark Yaconelli as he challenges us on our
discipleship of youth.  Please also pray that youth workers / pastors who come would be challenged and
encouraged by our time together.
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Regent College   Hugh Ross, President & Founder of “Reasons to Believe” tackles Exposing Biblical Creation:
Scientific Fact or Christian Myth?  Sponsored by the Vancouver Chapter of “Reasons to Believe”. Hopefully this
will be a time of inquiry rather than a final answer to this exceedingly difficult question.  In the chapel at Regent
College on Sunday, November 6 at 6:00 pm.  Come early for a good seat - it is sure to be full.

Advent/Christmas Music Fest All Mennonite Church B.C. churches are welcome to this celebratory event
planned for the first Sunday in Advent, (November 27 ) at 2:30 p.m. at Langley Mennonite Fellowship, 20997
40th Avenue in Langley.  Congregations are invited to send worship groups to perform seasonal songs. We will
also enjoy singing together as a group. Faspa and fellowship will follow the musical program. The MCBC
Program Committee encourages churches to attend this gathering that will focus on worship and fellowship,
rather than business, (of which there has been entirely too much of late - ed.) . Now, that the decision has been
made to stay together as a unified Conference in BC, we have reason to give thanks and to celebrate, but even
more important, come and celebrate once again the coming of our Lord!  To submit your entries, whether it's a
group (Worship Team, Choir, Duets, Trios, etc) Soloist or someone that plays an instrument, please contact MC
BC Program Committee either by phone or by e-mail.Amy Dueckman at  604-854-3735
or Waltrude Gortzen at 604-596-9202

St. John’s Shaughnessy   Evening services 7:15 pm Contemporary Evening Service.

����Please join the Choir of St. Philip’s Anglican for a pre-Remembrance Day performance of Faure’s Requiem,
one of the most beautiful modern choral works, shimmering with exaltation in a continuously unfolding melody -
a “lullaby of death”.  Sunday November 6th at 8:00 pm at 3727 W. 27th Ave. Vancouver 

MDS   The list of sites where MDS work is happening continues to grow. At the same time, the 2004  projects in
Florida are in need of volunteers. Thanks to all of you who have given your time to this important work. Please
pray God will continue to provide volunteers to help those in need in both in Florida and the Gulf Coast regions.
All of the existing Florida projects came through Hurricane Wilma in good shape. Immediately following the
storm, MDS Region I director Ray Zimmerman went to the affected area of Florida to investigate the damage.
Several work crews from the Arcadia project will be going to the town of Immokalee to do chainsaw and clean
up work in the coming days. Stay tuned for more information as the assessment continues. NOTE: Urgent and
immediate need for volunteers at Wauchula, Arcadia and Century, Fl.

Sunday School
(1) Request for older speakers to be guests in the intermediate Sunday School Classes, to bridge the gap
between older and younger generations. Please contact Angela Ekkert by phone or e-mail. You will be
connected with a teacher to coordinate a lesson. Your stories are so needed and valuable for the younger
generation! 
(2) For all who share an enthusiastic or passion for the spiritual development and education of our
children, please contact Angela at (email from webmaster on request)  and have your ideas included in our
Sunday School Program. Parents and children especially welcome to communicate their concerns and
interests. Both positive and negative reports of Sunday School experiences past and present are equally
valid. What did you like? What did you not like? What would you like to see? What are you grateful for -
please join the brainstorm to develop a vision for the Soul-Formation and spiritual care of the children of
our church. Thanks for your input!
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Gallery 7 Theatre & Performing Arts Society proudly presents Louise May Alcott's Little Women  November 11 &
12, 17 - 19, 24 - 26, @ 7:30 pm; discount matinees: November 12 & 19 @ 2:00 pm at Eben-Ezer Church Drama
Centre, 2051 Windsor St. Abbotsford.  The 15th season opens with this classic coming-of-age story. Tickets are now
available exclusively at the House of James Mon.- Sat. 9am - 9pm or by Visa by phone at 604-852-3701 For complete
box office information, please see http://www.gallery7theatre.com/season/boxoffice.html. 

Regent College   Christian in the Marketplace Conference November 19, 2005 Living the Balance: Faith, Work, and
Relationships Featuring: Mary Landell, Paul Williams, Patti Towler and others.  Work, family, society and the church:
the demands on our time and energy seem endless. As Christians, how do we fulfil our call to live relationally and
give of ourselves, yet find balance between work and rest? Join us on November 19 to explore these essential life
concerns and gain practical perspectives to assist in your own journey of "Living the Balance".  Visit the CITM 2005
website for further details and registration information.

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the
congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 3You
shall each revere your mother and father, and you shall
keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4Do not
turn to idols or make cast images for yourselves: I am the
LORD your God. 5When you offer a sacrifice of
well-being to the LORD, offer it in such a way that it is
acceptable on your behalf. 6It shall be eaten on the same
day you offer it, or on the next day; and anything left
over until the third day shall be consumed in fire. 7If it is
eaten at all on the third day, it is an abomination; it will
not be acceptable. 8All who eat it shall be subject to
punishment, because they have profaned what is holy to
the LORD; and any such person shall be cut off from the
people. 9When you reap the harvest of your land, you
shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather
the gleanings of your harvest. 10You shall not strip your
vineyard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your
vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien:
I am the LORD your God.

11 You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you
shall not lie to one another. 12And you shall not swear
falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I
am the LORD. 13You shall not defraud your neighbor;
you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself
the wages of a laborer until morning. 14You shall not
revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind;
you shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 15You shall not
render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the
poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge
your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer
among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood
of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 17You shall not hate in
your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not
take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I
am the LORD. 

Mt 22:34-46
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36‘Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 37He
said to him, ‘”You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment.
39And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.’

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus
asked them this question: 42‘What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son
of David.’ 43He said to them, ‘How is it then that David
by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44“The Lord said to
my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies
under your feet’”? 45If David thus calls him Lord, how
can he be his son?’ 46No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any
more questions. 


