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Reformation Sunday
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this morning will be led by Evan Kreider,
who will alos lead us in song; Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your usher.
Later we will hear from Charles Paris who will speak to us on the influence of Martin Luther on the Catholic
Church in a message based on the lectionary texts for Reformation Sunday.  Please join us after the service
for potluck lunch in the dining room - friends and guests please feel welcome as there is always plenty of
food - and please stay afterward for the congregational meeting after lunch. (Or as one wag noted, “If you
were unable to catch a few winks during the first meeting, pig out and try the second.”) 

Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on
the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or
any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday    Dave Diewert spoke about Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem as his followers anticipated the
setting up of a new kingdom.  Along the way Jesus  encountered Zacchaeus, dined with the tax collector, and
paid attention to the weak, the ill and those with little social status. Zacchaeus, (a collaborator with the
Roman rulers) as a result of Jesus visit, committed himself to justice. “That’s what conversion looks like for
those with imperial power,” said Dave. The parable of the talents is told as they leave Zacchaeus’ home.  The
nobleman gave his servants money and went away to solidify his hold on power to much fear among the
citizenry. On his return, he calls the servants to account for what they did with the money, and praises the
first two.  The third servant exposes the corrupt master, saying he’s a harsh and austere master who demands
to reap what he did not sow. This servant exposes the master’s style of operation and refuses to play the
game of abusive power. The master is not impressed, takes the money from the servant and gives it to the
first servant. This is not about fairness, it’s about extending the master’s power. This parable is about power
and shows how dissent is dealt with. In Jesus new kingdom Jesus is the victim, not the ruler. Salvation means
defection from power; defection is possible but costly. We need to realize we are embedded in the systems of
our kingdoms. The current Wall Street protests seek a redistribution of wealth, something Jesus called for.
How do we embody a life of dissent? (HN)

PGIMF News
November 6 Michael Thomas Lectionary
November 13 Char Siemens Peace Sunday
November 20 John Klassen Eternity Sunday
November 27 Sing-along Messiah

N Last chance for the church directory on wall in the hallway - please check your information, and enroll
people who are attending here but feel they are not yet sufficiently committed to church life at PGIMF to
please add their names to the list! 

The Wider Church
MB Mission Cynthia Friesen is witnessing God at work in great ways in Phuket, Thailand.  They are
beginning to see growth in their small church plant.  Pray that they would clearly communicate God's great
love to these people.  Also, pray for God to restore Cynthia to good physical health. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Vancouver Cantata Singers   You are invited to their annual partnership fundraiser with ICORD at the
Blusson Spinal Cord Centre at VGH (818 W. 10  Ave.)  With great music, wine, hors d’oeuvres and goodth

company, the Singers will entertain in the atrium of this futuristic building, and all funds raised will fund
spinal cord injury programmes and Cantata Singers.  Tickets are $100 and include a tax receipt for much of
the price, available from the office at 604-730-8856 or online at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com  or for
those of you with connections.....

***    Let’s make a dinner of it!  PGIMF attenders to this evening please join Andre and Hannelore at

their place for a bite of dinner and walk over to the fundraiser afterwards.  RSVP please.    ***
MCC-BC   November 19th - 8:30 am - 3:30 pm:  MCC Annual General Meeting and Conference at Eben
Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor Street Abbotsford).  Hear Zoughbi Zoughbi from Palestine and Efrat
Even-Tzur from Israel share stories of peace work in the reagion, get and an update on MCC relief efforts in
east Africa. For details and to register, visit www.bc.mcc.org/agm  

UBC Opera   Book your tickets now for UBC Opera’s production of The Crucible by Robert Ward, a
parable of American McCarthyism of the 1950s.  The opera features Nicole, our soloist for the PGIMF 25th

Anniversary Celebration and runs November 10-13th at the Chan Centre on campus.  Tickets on-line from
UBC Opera at http://ubcopera.universitytickets.com or by phone at 604-822-6725 

MCC-BC   The total funds raised by this years’s MCC Relief Sale and Auction has risen to $650,000!

Firehall Theatre    A poignant message in time for Peace Sunday.  You are invited to the Firehall Theatre to
see Vimy, a play by Governor-General’s-award-winning playwright Vern Thiessen.  In this play, a nurse looks
over four young soldiers as they recover from the Battle for Vimy Ridge in a military hospital in France. All
five are drawn into the past as memories of their time on and off the front occupy their thoughts in this
exploration of friendship, responsibility and nationalism.  Play runs November 2-19 with previews October 31
and Nov 1 .  Tickets $25, $20 for students, seniors and young adults, all performances at 8:00 pm unlessst

matinee at 2:00 pm.  For more information, or to purchase tickets, see the Firehall Arts Centre at
http://www.firehallartscentre.ca or  604-689-0926.

Peace Sunday campaigns    As we draw nearer to Peace Sunday and Remembrance Day, the age-old debate
begins again.  Do we wear a red poppy, despite the glorification of war it sometimes represents?  Do we wear a
white poppy to support alternate methods of conflict resolution and solidarity with victims? Or do we wear the
MCC button To Remember Is To Work For Peace?   The church has received information on the white poppy
campaign, and you can find out more at http://members.shaw.ca/peacepoppies/   You can also find out more
about MCC’s Remember Button campaign at http://canada.mcc.org/peace/resources/peacebuttons or at selected
MCC Thrift shops and Ten Thousand Villages stores.

Tenth Ave. Church    For a different intellectual experience, pastors, church leaders, professors and interested
laypersons are invited to join  Dr. Hugh Ross and Dr. Fuz Rana of Reasons to Believe on Friday Nove,ber 4  atth

1:30 pm as they host a "Coffee time with Hugh and Fuz" in the upper east hall at Tenth Church, 11 West 10th
Ave, Vancouver, Friday Nov 4th at 1:30 pm.  This is a time for Hugh and Fuz to outline what is happening in
the area of ministry and apologetics with the latest discoveries with a Q&A session at the end.  Please
contact Sheila or Dave Buhr at 604-817-6965.  

MB Missions    You are invited to watch an on-line video about Pastor Naat in Chachoengsao, Thailand. When
God began calling her into full time ministry, Naat was quick to tell Him that she wasn't ready. But as she
started leading the Bethel Church, she grew to love the people and her work at the church. Now many people in
the city of Chachoengsao are experiencing the love of God and are choosing to follow Jesus!  This video is
downloadable from MB Missions’ website at http://www.mbmission.org/video/shineon/are-you-ready and
makes a great subject for home discussions or any other gathering.
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Jeremiah 31:31-34

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I31

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the32

covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that33

I will make with the house of Israel after those days,

says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. No longer shall they34

teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the
Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.    
[NRSV]

Psalm 46

God’s Defence of His City and People
To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Alamoth. A Song.

 God is our refuge and strength,1

   a very present help in trouble.
 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth2

should change,
   though the mountains shake in the heart of the
sea;
 though its waters roar and foam,3

   though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
          Selah

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city4

of God,
   the holy habitation of the Most High.
 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be5

moved;
   God will help it when the morning dawns.
 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;6

   he utters his voice, the earth melts.
 The Lord of hosts is with us;7

   the God of Jacob is our refuge.
          Selah

 Come, behold the works of the Lord;8

   see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;9

   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
   he burns the shields with fire.

 ‘Be still, and know that I am God!10

   I am exalted among the nations,
   I am exalted in the earth.’

 The Lord of hosts is with us;11

   the God of Jacob is our refuge.
          Selah [NRSV]



Romans 3:19-28

 Now we know that whatever the law says, it19

speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. For ‘no20

human being will be justified in his sight’ by
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.

 But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness21

of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, the righteousness of God22

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, since all have sinned23

and fall short of the glory of God; they are now24

justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God25

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; it was to prove at the present time26

that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus.

 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded.27

By what law? By that of works? No, but by the
law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified28

by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the29

God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,
since God is one; and he will justify the30

circumcised on the ground of faith and the
uncircumcised through that same faith. Do we31

then overthrow the law by this faith? By no
means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.    
[NRSV]

John 8:31-36

 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in31

him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; and you will know the truth, and32

the truth will make you free.’ They answered33

him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean
by saying, “You will be made free”?’

 Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you,34

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The35

slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there for ever. So36

if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet37

you look for an opportunity to kill me, because
there is no place in you for my word. I declare38

what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for
you, you should do what you have heard from the
Father.’    [NRSV]


