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  � We are grateful for the healthy birth of Nadia Arden to
Charmaine Wiens and Richard Stobbe at 9 lbs 12 oz, at ___ pm
on Oct __. Mother and child are resting comfortably at home.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

October 31, 2004
Reformation Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Rosie
Perera; Erna Friesen will be leading us in song, and Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano. Later
we will hear from John Toews, who will be speaking on Martin Luther.  Nadine Neudorf and Jaclyn Smith will
be with the pre-schoolers in the nursery, and Elvira Teichroeb will be with the Sunday School classes.  Please
stay with us after the service for potluck lunch - there is always plenty  of food for all.  Please stay further for the
congregational meeting - there is plenty of business to discuss. 

Last Sunday:   Willard Metzger (pastor at Drayton, ON and Chair of the MC Canada Witness [missions]) spoke
on "Authentic Worship is a life of joyful sacrifice and willing surrender." Willard wondered whether our
contemporary focus on 'self' tires us for authentic worship. With unending enthusiasm, he waxed eloquent about a
worship team which sang people to new heights, moving them so that they wept, shook with emotion, and were
moved to a new awareness of God. As we sweated, wondering if this was Willard’s recommendation for worship
teams at PGIMF, Willard revealed that this ideal worship team consisted of just two unamplified singers, Paul
and Silas (Acts 16), that their exuberant songs of praise were offered in spite of their being in a Roman prison,
even when their immediate future looking utterly bleak. That worship story reminds us that regardless of our
most joyful or most hopeless situations, we are called to worship, authentically, acknowledging that God is all-
powerful, that we still sing to the best of our ability that God remains our God and that Jesus is our Lord and
Saviour, more than ever. Willard admitted being deeply concerned about the state of missions in the Mennonite
Church Canada, but feels that even while missionaries are being decommissioned because of drastically
dwindling financial support, while treasured church institutions are threatened with extinction, and while Christ's
church is deeply divided on many issues, we must still worship with all our strength, heart, soul and mind. Just as
the 16th-c. martyrs sang while filling prisons, and just as their families and friends sang songs of worship while
loved ones walked to death before their very eyes (we sang "Faith of the martyrs"), we too are called to worship.
"Feeling good" is not a good measure of whether our worship is authentic, nor does any single style of worship or
singing have a monopoly on authentic worship. When we worship, we need to be authentic to ourselves and to
our God. Willard ended with the prayer, "May God be glorified in the singing of our songs." [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
November 7 Veronica Dyck Peace Sunday
November 14 Phil Shafran (MCC-BC)
November 21 J. Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday
November 28 Vange Thiessen 1st Advent

LAST CALL for 2005 Entertainment
Books Available from Hilda Hildebrand
at 604 734 8111 or   
Price $46.00 of which $7.00 goes to
MSC.  Thank you, h.h.

Intergenerational Dinner Thanks to Jeff



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

Pray for Margaret Hassan

Margaret Hassan was kidnapped over a week ago in Iraq.  As the director of CARE in Iraq, she was a partner
with MCC in the nourishment and healing of hungry and sick Iraqis for many years.  Though born in Dublin,
she married an Iraqi man and had lived in Baghdad for many years working tirelessly to deliver the basic
essentials of life to needy Iraqis, especially children, since the 1991 war.  Your prayers for her safe release
and return would be welcomed by the relief community, MCC and Margaret’s family.

More information about the close linkages between MCC in Iraq and CARE Iraq can be seen at the
following link (note the information is several months old)  http://www.wfn.org/2003/02/msg00370.html  Or
on the bulletin board in th e hall opn an article from BBC by Felicity Arbuthnot

Schulz and Carmen Dyck for organizing the next intergenerational dinner to be held at the Klippensteins,
November 21st.  The younger attenders of the church who share an interest in the faith journeys of their elders are
welcome to share in this evening.  More details available from Jeff or Carmen.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   KAMCHATKA FOR CHRIST. Mikhail and Lyudmila Savin are MBMS International missionaries to
Russia. Pray for their work on the Kamchatka Peninsula as they minister to orphans at kids’ camps, plant MB
churches and hold outreach events for the soldiers stationed there.

Cantata Singers   Join the Cantata Singers for a celebration of the rituals of the Mass.  Kyries, Glorias and
Agnus Deis from many centuries, as well as a Gloria commissioned from Vancouver composer Peter Hannan will
fill the Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday Nov 6th at 8:00 pm, and West Vancouver United Church (2062
Esquimalt) on Sunday November 7th at 3:00 pm.  Tickets $22.   

TWU - Lamblight Lectures  Alan Jacobs (Wheaton College) a scholar who works at giving literature and
theology relevance to each other, speaks on Shaping a Life: Memory and Hope.  Free admission.  November 4th at
7:30 pm in the Northwest Auditorium at TWU.  For more information, contact Hans Boersma (604) 513-2121
loc. 3123; e-mail  or see www.genevasociety.org.

Regent College lectures   Hans Boersma speaks at the launch of his new book  “Violence, Hospitality & the
Cross: Reappropriating the Atonement Tradition” followed by responses from Regent Faculty.  Tuesday,
November 2 at 7:30 pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  Come early for good seats as lectures fill up quickly.

Peoples Seminary Lectures - Bob Ekblad leads discussion at Regent College (I think - ed.) November 9-11 -
Troublesome texts and worn-out stories  There are many Biblical texts that are particularly “toxic” to people on
the margins of society.  Those who preach or minister in any way with the marginalized (inmates, the poverty-
stricken, drug users, homeless people, undocumented immigrants or anyone submerged in a context of
oppression), are invited to come to struggle together to scour troublesome texts and worn-out stories for Good
News. Students are invited to come prepared with their own list of difficult and/or dull texts, although it will
clearly be impossible to find good news in every “bad news” Biblical text. Details available from Harold
Neufeldt.

The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christian Forum (GFCF) will be hosting Preston Manning, Senior Fellow at
the Canada West Foundation and the Fraser Institute who will be speaking on "The Lion & the Lamb: Tensions
and Opportunities in the Interface between Faith & Political Discourse"   Monday November 15th 2004, 5:00pm
Geography 100, 1984 West Mall.  For more details, see the website at  http://gfcf-ubc.ca/ 
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From the desk of MCBC and Janette Thiessen.
Dear Janette, I am writing on behalf of my son, Lucas Wiebe who needs a place to stay in Vancouver from Nov. 22 to
Dec. 17, excluding weekends. He is originally from Oakbank, near Winnipeg , MB and is currently working in
Penticton, BC. He is in chef's school and has a 3 week course at this time. He will be at Vancouver Community College
and we're wondering if this could be put advertised in the Mennonite churches. He is willing to pay rent. He can be
reached at   or at 250-493-1031. I, his mother, can be reached at 204-444-2148.  We
appreciate your assistance with this search. Thank you very much.

Regent  Special Concert featuring Slovakian cellist Jozef Luptáák playing cello, (voice and human beatbox) in an
arrangement of Autumn Dances & Songs, Preludes, Sarabandes, Improvisations and contemporary music for
Cello & Piano with Rena Sharon  Thursday, November 4th Regent Chapel, 8:00pm  Free will collection at the
door

Also at Regent    SPECIAL LECTURE
What is Your Music?  With Jozef Luptáák   A lecture and discussion about music history, liturgy, church and
secular music, and the culture we live in nowadays.  Thursday, November 4th, 11:00am

Noel Sterne, Christmas Kettle Coordinator for the Salvation Army Southmount Citadel is looking for volunteers
for their Christmas campaign this year. They also have a limited number of paid positions available for qualified
candidates. If members of the church or student centre might be interested in volunteering, or you know someone
who may be interested in working for us this Christmas season, could you please see the volunteer/paid position
on the bulletin board in the hall or feel free to call Noel at Southmount at (604) 438-5328, or send him an email at 
.  

Marriage Project.  See the bulletin board in the hall for more information about the Marriage Project, including
upcoming seminar dates for 2005, news and guidance tips.  The Board of Directors also invites anyone with a
heart for marriage ministries and who would like to be involved with the programs and promotional activities of
the Marriage Project, and has one evening per month available for board meetings (and sub-committee work if
desired) to please contact them. 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
vs 1 auf Deutsch

Ein' feste Burg ist unser Gott,
Ein gute Wehr und Waffen;

Er hilft uns frei aus aller Not,
Die uns jetzt hat betroffen.

Der alt' bööse Feind,
Mit Ernst er's jetzt meint,
Gross' Macht und viel List

Sein' grausam' Ruestung ist,
Auf Erd' ist nicht seingleichen.
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Martin Luther, 1522

Romans 1:16-17

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew
first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written,
‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’

Romans 3:19-28

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For ‘no human being will be
justified in his sight’ by deeds prescribed by the law,
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But
now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has
been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no

distinction 23since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
show his righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who
has faith in Jesus.

Romans 4:3, 13

3For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law
but through the righteousness of faith. 

All scripture from NRSV


