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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Janice
Kreider, we will be led in song by Evan Kreider, who will also accompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your
usher.  Later we will be hearing from Don Teichroeb who will be speaking on Stewardship as we complete our
summer series on 2 Corinthians with this passage from Ch8:1 - 9:15.  We will also hear a report from Erin
Teichroeb. Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their
children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service for
coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   On August 25th, Henry Neufeld spoke on Letter Writing and Confrontation. Letter writing (like e-
mailing) is truly a skill when done properly, and once sent, it cannot be retrieved. When it is appropriate to confront
someone in writing? Paul's second surviving letter to his friends in Corinth seems to be a first draft-very long,
laboriously composed (likely at the pace of a word a minute), possibly not properly edited and most likely was very
personal and not intended to be read by anyone else. 2 Cor. 7:8 refers to a now-lost "letter of sorrows" which was
apparently a letter of confrontation. Initially Paul regretted having sent it, but once he learned that the letter
produced repentance, he was relieved and glad it worked. But what if the letter had not worked? After all,
confrontation is very difficult and does not always work as hoped. We therefore have examples in scripture
illustrating people seeking to find peaceful solutions by avoiding confrontation. Abraham, for instance, let Lot
decide which land to use for his herds, David cut off part of Saul's robe, to make the point that he could have killed
him but did not do so. Jesus frequently tried to explain himself more clearly rather than retaliating. Paul seems to
have been a weak speaker but strong writer, so he preferred to confront by letter (Corinthians, Galatians). When
tempted to confront someone, we might first ask ourselves whether this will hurt our relationship. How will we
know? [JEK] 

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

September 9th J. Evan Kreider Students Welcome BBQ!

September 16th John Friesen PGIMF Anniversary service/k
September 23rd TBA -
September 30 Barbara Nickel -

Potluck Barbeque September 9th!   Please remember next week is our annual welcome barbeque for the new
students at MSC.  Sausage and veggie burgers provided, and you are requested to bring a salad or dessert to round
out the meal.  All are welcome whether you bring something or not - there is always plenty of food!

Baby Shower for Synova   September 9th Also, after the BBQ, you are welcome to join us as we welcome Synova
to our fellowship with coffee and cake in the chapel. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



MCC Relief Sale   Paul Thiessen and invites you all to participate at the MCC Relief Sale in running the
coffee/cappuccino booth Friday, September 14th from 5 pm - 9 pm, and Saturday, September 15 from 8 am - 3 pm.
Some have already volunteered to join us, but we can always use more people.  No experience is necessary, either
in making or drinking coffee. Paul has one volunteer from Peace church to join us, and others are invited to join us
from other churches as well. If you would be willing to volunteer your time to this worthwhile endeavour, please let
Paul or Andre know? The monies raised all go to the many, very worthwhile MCC projects around the world. 

The Wider Church

MBMSI   NEW WORK IN THE UKRAINE. John and Evelyn Wiens are newly appointed MBMS International
workers serving in the Ukraine. Pray for them as they will be working with mainstream Ukraine peoples, planting
churches through relationship-building and evangelism. Long-range dreams include Recovery & Treatment
Centres, Trade Schools for graduating orphans, HIV hospice and other projects as God leads.

MCC Quilt Show   Join MCC at the Clearbrook Public Library from September 5-9 for the annual Quilt Show and
Demonstrations. Come and see the beautiful quilts volunteers have been working on all year - you won't be
disappointed.

MCC Penny Power!   Do you know what happens when you bring your pennies (and other coins) to the MCC
Festival? They multiply, and your change can create change for those in need in Bangladesh where MCC is
working to create small-scale, intensive agricultural projects. Here, landless agricultural labourers struggle during
"Monga" - the season when there is no work. These projects will enable households to raise their own vegetables
and fruits as well as rear some animals for sale, providing them with much-needed income.  The "Monga
Response" projects are being implemented through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), which receives
matching funds from the Canadian International Development Agency at a rate of 4:1- - last year MCC raised
$25,000! So bring your pennies along and help MCC us improve the amount and quality of food for 3000 families
in Bangladesh.  .

Concert with Carey Chow    Mark Northey, PGIMF alumnus, invites you to hear a creative and bold talent at the
piano this Friday September 7th at 7:30 pm at the Vancouver East Cultural Centre (1895 Venables St.)   The recital
will feature Kreisleriana, by Robert Schumann as well as the Chaconne in D Minor by J.S. Bach (arranged by
Brahms for left hand), the Ballade #1 by Frederic Chopin and Après une lecture du Dante by Franz Liszt. This
recital celebrates the launch of his new CD Zirkus, featuring these works and more.  A portion of the proceeds will
benefit the BC Music Therapy Association.

Communitas Supportive Care, formerly known as MCC Supportive Care Services, invites you to celebrate the
Liturgical Year in Jazz at the Nelson Boschman Trio's Jazz Concert in Vancouver at Fairview Baptist Church 1708
W. 16th Ave. in Vancouver on September 4th at 7:30 pm.  Tickets $15 or from Communitas at
www.communitascare.com/store or by phone at 1-800-622-5455.

A new Mennoletter from Jerusalem is featured on the bulletin board in the hall.  The next issue in October will
be Glenn Witmer’s last Mennoletter as he will be retiring, but will remain in the Holy Land that he loves so greatly,
and will continue to work for peace between the nations at the Bat Kol Institute.  Please make time to inform
yourself about the pressing issues and injustices that he reports on, on behalf of Mennonite Church Canada’s
Witness program.

M2/W2 information night:   Come and hear how M2W2 is touching lives and making a difference for struggling
parents, incarcerated and ex-prisoners, troubled youth, to affect community safety. M2/W2 is hosting a Volunteer
information night September 19, 2007, 7 - 8:00 pm, Bakerview Church, 2285 Clearbrook Rd., north of Hwy 1,
Abbotsford, BC. For further information contact 604-859-3215 or 1-800-298-1777.
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2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15

81We want you to know, brothers and sisters,

about the grace of God that has been granted to the
churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal
of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity
on their part. 3For, as I can testify, they voluntarily
gave according to their means, and even beyond
their means, 4begging us earnestly for the privilege
of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 5and this,
not merely as we expected; they gave themselves
first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6so
that we might urge Titus that, as he had already
made a beginning, so he should also complete this
generous undertaking among you. 7Now as you
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for
you—so we want you to excel also in this generous
undertaking.

8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing
the genuineness of your love against the earnestness
of others. 9For you know the generous act of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am
giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who
began last year not only to do something but even
to desire to do something— 11now finish doing it,
so that your eagerness may be matched by
completing it according to your means. 12For if the
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according
to what one has—not according to what one does
not have. 13I do not mean that there should be relief
for others and pressure on you, but it is a question
of a fair balance between 14your present abundance
and their need, so that their abundance may be for
your need, in order that there may be a fair balance.
15As it is written,
‘The one who had much did not have too much,
   and the one who had little did not have too little.’

Commendation of Titus

16 But thanks be to God who put in the heart of
Titus the same eagerness for you that I myself have.
17For he not only accepted our appeal, but since he
is more eager than ever, he is going to you of his
own accord. 18With him we are sending the brother
who is famous among all the churches for his
proclaiming of the good news; 19and not only that,
but he has also been appointed by the churches to
travel with us while we are administering this
generous undertaking for the glory of the Lord
himself and to show our goodwill. 20We intend that
no one should blame us about this generous gift
that we are administering, 21for we intend to do
what is right not only in the Lord’s sight but also in
the sight of others. 22And with them we are sending
our brother whom we have often tested and found
eager in many matters, but who is now more eager
than ever because of his great confidence in you.
23As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker in
your service; as for our brothers, they are
messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.
24Therefore, openly before the churches, show them
the proof of your love and of our reason for
boasting about you.

9 Now it is not necessary for me to write to you

about the ministry to the saints, 2for I know your
eagerness, which is the subject of my boasting
about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that
Achaia has been ready since last year; and your zeal
has stirred up most of them. 3But I am sending the
brothers in order that our boasting about you may
not prove to have been empty in this case, so that
you may be ready, as I said you would be;
4otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me
and find that you are not ready, we would be
humiliated—to say nothing of you—in this
undertaking. 5So I thought it necessary to urge the
brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in
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advance for this bountiful gift that you have
promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift
and not as an extortion.

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you
must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written,
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;
   his righteousness endures for ever.’

10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.
11You will be enriched in every way for your great
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God
through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not
only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God.
13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify
God by your obedience to the confession of the
gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your
sharing with them and with all others, 14while they
long for you and pray for you because of the
surpassing grace of God that he has given you.
15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!


