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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as 
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. You 
are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

Last Sunday, Rosie Perera’s message on biblical non-resistance from an anabaptist perspective was 
entitled “Blessed are the Peacemakers” and took its inspiration from a book of the same name by Garry 
Staats of Winebrenner Seminary in Ohio. This huge topic addressed the biblical background of Ana-
baptist non-resistance, and Rosie found herself challenged as an outsider to understand and explain 
the roots and results of non-resistance, a difficult undertaking from her American roots which often re-
flect an entirely different and more violent ethic. As a peace church, we are often challenged by others 
to defend what we believe and Rosie noted that peacemaking does not preclude activism - Jesus, after 
all, did cleanse the temple with a scourge. MLK said “True peace is not merely the absence of tension; 
it is the presence of justice.” Further, “a nonviolent spirit...grows out of a spirit of love...” Rosie drew 
from the Sermon on the Mount, showing that as the kingdom of God draws near, the peacemakers 
are blessed. The main teaching found in Mt. 5:38-48 identifies retaliation as a seed of evil, and love for 
enemies a blessing; here Jesus is establishing a new ethic for the kingdom of heaven. Deuteronomy’s 
advice to respond to injustice and evil with identical behaviour was a dead end, and Rosie notes this 
change in ethics is an example of progressive revelation as seen in Hebrews 1 “Though God in past 
days spoke to us in many different ways... Now he has spoken to us through his Son...”. Capital punish-
ment was not the rule in the OT either - Proverbs 22:24 and Lamentations 3:30 all encourage turning 
the cheek and leaving vengeance for the Lord. Jesus lived what he taught, restraining Peter from more 
violence at the taking of Jesus, and more so in his betrayal by Judas, meeting violence with a dish of 
bread and milk. Paul’s grace too picks up the theme of non-resistance, encouraging all Christians to 
submit to authority. This was a hard teaching for the church and earthly rulers to learn, culminating 
in Augustine’s call for Just War to redress the invitation of Romans 13. Anabaptists refused to learn this 
lesson, and often paid for with their lives. Pray that the world of peace and love may be established so 
that other do not have to pay this price either. [AP]

Sept 2 SERVICE

Worship Leader: Kevin Hiebert 
Speaker: Carl Friesen
Song Leader: Andre Pekovich 
Pianist: Titus Gregory

UPCOMING SERVICES
September 09 Walter Bergen & Student 
Welcome BBQ
September 16 Mike Yankoski 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 1: 26-31

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 

27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29 God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 

31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. [NRSV]

Matthew 5: 1-12

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Galatians 5: 19-26

19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy,  drunkenness, carousing, and 
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things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 

24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If 
we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, competing 
against one another, envying one another. [NRSV]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Food Groups
Food groups begin in September.  You will find new food group lists in your mail slots.  If you are not 
on a list and would like to be, please contact Hannelore.

THE WIDER CHURCH 

Back to School
Why not consider purchasing the contents of an MCC School Kit when you’re shopping for your 
child’s school supplies. School kits are our most requested item and are sent to countries all around 
the world. You can watch a cute video and find the list of contents when you visit.
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/makekits

Just Food: the Right to Food from a Faith Perspective
As well fed Christians living in Canada, we have moral and legal obligations towards 
the hungry in the world. There are common threads between the legal and theological perspectives 
on food.  As well, there are conflicting views between faith premises and the human rights approach, 
particularly in respect to gratitude/community versus individual-based rights.

On Tuesday, 16 October at 7:00 pm, join the discussion on the right to
Three panelists who are involved with local and global food
issues will respond to several questions around the compatibility of
theological and legal premises toward food.
http://bc.mcc.org/peace/worldfoodday  The evening will start with a tour of the exhibition. An Arts 
show entitled “Just Food: the Right to Food from a Faith Perspective” will accompany the discussion. 
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Hurricane Isaac Report
Reports and updates on the Mennonite response to Hurricane Isaac can be seen on the Mennonite 
disaster site at http://mds.mennonite.net/home/

Continuing Education Courses at CBC
Continuing Education courses this Fall at CBC (Columbia Bible College)! If you are interested in regis-
tering, please do so using this link:
https://www.columbiabc.edu/sslpage.aspx?pid=1614
Please fill out the registration form, then contact CBC’s receptionist (604-853-3358) to 
process your payment.

Regent College presents Rex Murphy at The Laing Lectures, in a series of lectures on “From
Doctrine to Doctrines: The Hollowing Out of the Christian Consensus”.  Murphy, former Rhodes
Scholar, political commentator, broadcaster and columnist, questions in his magnetic style
whether modern secular thought assumed the authority and deference of “doctrine”, thus
supplanting traditional faith? Murphy certainly thinks so.  Over three lectures on Thursday and
Friday,  Murphy will present how the Christian understanding of life was pushed back, was
attacked by, and in some cases surrendered itself to purely secular imperatives.
Lectures take place Thursday and Friday , October 25  & 26   at 7:30PM and noon. At First Bap-
tist Church, 969 Burrard St., Vancouver.  While the lectures are free, a ticket will be required to at-
tend, and you can reserve on-line at http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/event-
details?event_id=74

Prayers for the Wider Community
Pray for Lydia Cruttwell and for FUMC community. She is the sole pastor and needs discernment 
about what small groups, youth events, and many other aspects of church
church life she should be involved in.


