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September 3rd 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Janice
Kreider, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano and Henry Neufeld is your
usher. Later we will hear from Donna Stewart who will be speaking from Genesis 38. Sunday school will begin
again soon, but for now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service.
Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.   

Last Sunday   On August 27,2006, Janet Boldt spoke on "Spirituality and Work". Work (all work, not just jobs)
gives life meaning, makes life possible and helps to define life. God is portrayed as a worker and creator, and we
are called to be God's coworkers. The Reformation sometimes looked at work (even mundane tasks) as a
vocation, a calling assigned by the Lord. Today's paying jobs can be tiresome and unsatisfying, or they can be
viewed primarily as a way to 'get ahead' financially and socially. In our society, there can be a dearth of
meaningful work for people. Janet then reflected on the limitations of work. Unfortunately, we can now work on
jobs at almost anytime and place, partly because so many jobs involve computers and cell phones. This
invasiveness then quietly takes its toll on families and relationships. Baby-boomer-burnout is becoming a serious
problem. Janet then turned our attention to Rest. God had the good sense to rest for a full day (Genesis 2:3), but
our society feels it is busier and almost never observes the Sabbath as a true cessation of work. Do our endless
lists of tasks and e-mails rob us of time away from work? Janet concluded by reminding us that the workplace
can either become a caring community of coworkers or a place in which power is misused. What does work do to
the worker, to the community, to the community of workers? Our places of work need to be characterized by love
and the rhythms of life. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 10 Karl Brown MSC welcome BBQ
September 17 Wes & Jody Smith -
September 24 J. Evan Kreider PGIMF 20th Anniversary
October 1 - -

Food groups   New food group lists are being compiled by Hannelore.  Many say that this is our greatest
ministry!  If you have a mailbox, you are in a food group and are requested to enjoy the coffee and potlucks after
the service in any month that you are not “on duty”.  If you have a particular desire to be in a certain “month”,
please let Hannelore know. 

Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s information

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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of which you are aware.  New list coming in September!

Sermons on-line.  Those awaiting the August 6th sermon with Gordon Stewart should be aware that  we are in
the process of editing it and seeking approval before posting it to the web or duplicating it.  Your patience is
appreciated as we work to ensure this excellent sermon is made available to everyone.

MCC   With the relief sale coming up September 15-16, our church’s sole contribution this year will be our
attendance and of course the Penny Power project.  A contribution by the children in our church, you are
requested to drop your spare pennies in the labelled jar by the door of the sanctuary on your way out.  This year’s
funds collected will be matched by CIDA 4:1 and used to fund Canada Foodgrains Bank growing projects in
Sudan.

The Wider Church

Regent College   presents the Laing Lectures featuring Miroslav Volf, a noted Croatian theologian now at Yale 
who has  "forged a theology of forgiveness and non-violence" in his interest in the spirit of reconciliation.  The

title
of this year's lecture series is "A Voice of One's Own: Public Faith in a Pluralistic World."
   Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part I: Malfunctions of Faith: Idleness and Coerciveness
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 11:30 am Part II: Faith that Makes a Difference
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part III: Peaceable Faith
All lectures take place in the Regent College chapel. Parking will be very limited for the evening lectures and
unavailable in the Regent lot for the Thursday morning lecture, so be prepared to pay for parking on campus.
Come early to ensure you can get a seat.

Pacific Theatre    The indomitable Lilia Skala comes to life in her grand-daughter's deeply personal celebration
of a life in the theatre. Buoyed by a resolute faith, the Austrian stage actress flees the Third Reich and finds
herself labouring in a New York zipper factory before working her way back to Broadway and the silver screen,
eventually to star in the acclaimed Lilies of the Field.   Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm, Saturday matinees 2pm
Preview Sep. 20 & 21, 8pm PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN at the door! ($10 in advance) Opening Sep. 22, 8pm Talk
Back Night – discussion with artists Friday, Sep. 29  All performances at Pacific Theatre 1420 W 12th Ave (at
Hemlock St).

Gallery 7   Audition Date Set for The Hobbit   If you are interested in performing in our fall production of The
Hobbit, please give us a call at 604-504-5940 or email us at info@gallery7theatre.com to register.  Auditions will
be held on September 7, 2006 at 6:30 PM in the MEI Secondary School Auditorium, 4081 Clearbrook Road,
Abbotsford.  We’re looking for male and female performers ages 12 and up to participate.  Is the stage calling
your name?  Register today.

Greetings brothers & sisters: Please let me know your interest in the following areas: 
• To be involved in a home group 
• To host a group (provide space to meet) 
• To lead a group 

• Finding a group that is already meeting in
your area 

Please get back to us and we will do everything possible to accommodate you. 
Shalom, Herb 
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Genesis 38

1It happened at that time that Judah went down from
his brothers and settled near a certain Adullamite
whose name was Hirah. 2There Judah saw the daughter
of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; he
married her and went in to her. 3She conceived and
bore a son; and he named him Er. 4Again she
conceived and bore a son whom she named Onan. 5Yet
again she bore a son, and she named him Shelah. She
was in Chezib when she bore him. 6Judah took a wife
for Er his firstborn; her name was Tamar. 7But Er,
Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord,
and the Lord put him to death. 8Then Judah said to
Onan, ‘Go in to your brother’s wife and perform the
duty of a brother-in-law to her; raise up offspring for
your brother.’ 9But since Onan knew that the offspring
would not be his, he spilled his semen on the ground
whenever he went in to his brother’s wife, so that he
would not give offspring to his brother. 10What he did
was displeasing in the sight of the Lord, and he put
him to death also. 11Then Judah said to his
daughter-in-law Tamar, ‘Remain a widow in your
father’s house until my son Shelah grows up’—for he
feared that he too would die, like his brothers. So
Tamar went to live in her father’s house.

12 In course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter,
died; when Judah’s time of mourning was over, he
went up to Timnah to his sheep-shearers, he and his
friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13When Tamar was told,
‘Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his
sheep’, 14she put off her widow’s garments, put on a
veil, wrapped herself up, and sat down at the entrance
to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. She saw
that Shelah was grown up, yet she had not been given
to him in marriage. 15When Judah saw her, he thought
her to be a prostitute, for she had covered her face.
16He went over to her at the roadside, and said, ‘Come,
let me come in to you’, for he did not know that she
was his daughter-in-law. She said, ‘What will you give
me, that you may come in to me?’ 17He answered, ‘I
will send you a kid from the flock.’ And she said,
‘Only if you give me a pledge, until you send it.’ 18He

said, ‘What pledge shall I give you?’ She replied,
‘Your signet and your cord, and the staff that is in your
hand.’ So he gave them to her, and went in to her, and
she conceived by him. 19Then she got up and went
away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments
of her widowhood.

20 When Judah sent the kid by his friend the
Adullamite, to recover the pledge from the woman, he
could not find her. 21He asked the townspeople,
‘Where is the temple prostitute who was at Enaim by
the wayside?’ But they said, ‘No prostitute has been
here.’ 22So he returned to Judah, and said, ‘I have not
found her; moreover, the townspeople said, “No
prostitute has been here.” ’ 23Judah replied, ‘Let her
keep the things as her own, otherwise we will be
laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and you could not
find her.’

24 About three months later Judah was told, ‘Your
daughter-in-law Tamar has played the whore;
moreover she is pregnant as a result of whoredom.’
And Judah said, ‘Bring her out, and let her be burned.’
25As she was being brought out, she sent word to her
father-in-law, ‘It was the owner of these who made me
pregnant.’ And she said, ‘Take note, please, whose
these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.’ 26Then
Judah acknowledged them and said, ‘She is more in
the right than I, since I did not give her to my son
Shelah.’ And he did not lie with her again.

27 When the time of her delivery came, there were
twins in her womb. 28While she was in labour, one put
out a hand; and the midwife took and bound on his
hand a crimson thread, saying, ‘This one came out
first.’ 29But just then he drew back his hand, and out
came his brother; and she said, ‘What a breach you
have made for yourself!’ Therefore he was named
Perez. 30Afterwards his brother came out with the
crimson thread on his hand; and he was named Zerah.
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Psalm 15

A Psalm of David.

1O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
   Who may dwell on your holy hill?

2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
   and speak the truth from their heart;
3who do not slander with their tongue,
   and do no evil to their friends,

   nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;
4in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
   but who honour those who fear the Lord;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5who do not lend money at interest,
   and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Matthew 1:1-6

1An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the
son of David, the son of Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the

father of Aram, 4and Aram the father of Aminadab,
and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the
father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed
the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David.

James 1:17-27

17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift,
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. 18In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a
kind of first fruits of his creatures.

19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone
be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for
your anger does not produce God’s righteousness.
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank
growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness
the implanted word that has the power to save your
souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the
word and not doers, they are like those who look at
themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves
and, on going away, immediately forget what they
were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers
who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in
their doing.

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their
tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is
worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained
by the world. 


