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September 4, 2005
19th Anniversary of Founding of PGIMF

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Hildebrand, Andre Pekovich will be leading us in song, Susie Funk will be accompanying on the piano, and
Marcie Good is your usher.  Later we will hear from Henry Neufeld who will be speaking on Ezekiel 33:7-11. 
Sunday begins again next week but for today, parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child
care during the service. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday: Building on his talk of August 14th, Mark Northey gave a second talk last Sunday on "Living the
Doctrines". After sharing some more about ways in which his views towards faith have evolved, Mark took us
back in time by focusing on the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (printed in last week's bulletin). By reciting this
or any other creed, we all confess the same convictions rather than attempting to express our faiths in our own
individual ways. The formulaic creeds developed by compromise and at times enforced by political might during
and following the conclusion of the Roman Empire give us an interesting glimpse into their view of the universe,
the end of time, the nature of God and our relationship to all of the above. They also stress certain unusual and
therefore debated aspects of Christ's life, but never ask us to embrace his teachings or discuss how Christians
ought to live. Instead, these creeds focus quite specifically on issues which divided Christians more than 1,500
years ago. By reciting such creeds frequently over the ensuing centuries, many of the creeds' issues have been put
to rest, or have they? Mark then invited us to consider each phrase of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed,
giving a brief background for the thinking of the time. In our inimitable PGIMF fashion, we then freely shared
our more-or-less informed views and vague recollections of church history, enthusiastically discussing why
creeds might/might not be important to our spiritual tradition, whether and how we can embrace creeds either
privately or in worship, what portions of the creed we find most difficult to believe, how faith assists as we
confront difficulties in believing ancient yet post-apostolic theological thinking, and whether we even bother to
reflect on some of the creedal statements any more, particularly when they seem far removed from daily life in
Vancouver. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 11 J. Evan Krieder -
September 18 Steve Thiessen -
September 25 Gay Lynn Voth Binding, Loosing & Forgiveness
October 2 Janet Boldt -

Please remember next week is our annual welcome barbeque for the new students at MSC.  Sausage and veggie
burgers provided, and you are requested to bring a salad or dessert to round out the meal.  All are welcome
whether you bring something or not - there is always plenty of food!

Please see your mailboxes for an updated food groups list.  If you have difficulty attending in your assigned
months, please see Hannelore, or arrange to replace yourself with your food group leader.  Our thanks to the food
group leaders who stepped forward once again to ensure we have a coffee hour after the service and potluck at
the end of the month.
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Sunday school will begin again next week. 
Please see Cynthia Friesen or Angela Ekkert if
you can help with teaching a class or taking care
of the toddlers.  We have a programme of
material you can follow, or if you want to do
something really fun with the kids, you are
welcome to do so.

Prayer request from the Schneidereits   Heather’s
nephew in Tennessee has just been diagnosed with a
tumour in one nostril, revealed by a non-stop nosebleed. 
Timothy is sixteen, and this is his second brush with
cancer - he suffered from liver cancer at 2 years of age,
and was treated with chemotherapy.  Understandably the
family is scared and doesn’t want to go through
chemotherapy again.  Heather requests your prayers for a
quick surgery and a benign tumour.

The Wider Church

MBMSI     TO LITHUANIA WITH LOVE.  Melanie Humphreys is MBMS International’s worker in Lithuania. She
writes: “As Dean of Students at Lithuania Christian College, I am committed to seeing students exposed to the
love of God, to develop in character, and to grow in leadership skills.” This week, please pray with Melanie to
this end.

Mennoletter from Jerusalem.  An excellent issue of MC Canada’s Mennoletter features the withdrawal of the
settlers from Gaza, sharing stories from both sides of the fence.  Dr Glenn Witmer is the moderator.     Read it on-
line at www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/

When Love Hurts is a support group in the Fraser Valley and in New Westminster that offers support to
Christian women experiencing abuse. Trained counselors lead the group and confidentiality is assured. Abuse can
be emotional, physical, sexual, financial, or spiritual. The group meets weekly for ten weeks starting September
and space is still available. If you or someone you know may benefit from this support group, please contact Elsie
at (604) 850 6639 or 604-857-0011 or e-mail her 

MENNONITE DISASTER SERVICE RESPONDS TO HURRICANE KATRINA

Abbotsford, BC. - Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) is responding to the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, which hit the
southern United States earlier this week. MDS  has had leadership team members on the ground in Mississippi since
September 1st. 

On a conference call Tuesday morning, involving MDS members from Mississippi and Alabama, MDS Binational staff heard
of a wide variety of impact and are assessing the most effective response to the damage and devastation caused by the storm.

Waldo Neufeld, MDS Chair for British Columbia received an e-mail this morning from Kevin King, MDS executive
coordinator, who shared about his flyover trip from Mobile Alabama to Gulfport Mississippi. "King said 'Words cannot
describe the devastation...it is our tsunami.'," Neufeld said, adding that the recovery efforts will take months, possibly years.

"Your prayers and monetary donations are urgently needed for MDS to be able to support volunteers as soon as this will be
possible," he said. "This will be a response of long duration, and many funds will be needed to establish and operate volunteer
project sites."

MDS emphasizes that this is not the time for volunteers. Right now, search and rescue operations are in still in effect and this
will remain a priority for the next few days. Those wanting to volunteer when the time comes are invited to check the MDS
website for volunteer opportunities beginning in the next several weeks. Visit: www.mds.mennonite.net 

MDS is accepting monetary donations only at this time. Credit card donations are accepted through the website or by calling 1
866 261 1274. You can also make out a cheque to MDS and designated for 'Hurricane Katraina' and send it to MDS #306-
2265 Pembina Hwy, Winnipeg , MB R3T 5J3. Cheques will also be accepted at the MCC office in Abbotsford but should be
made out to MDS. 
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MDS   Volunteers Wanted: Mennonite Disaster Service –– California Unit is looking for volunteers to complete
a rebuild of Anna’s home which suffered damage in the January 2005 floods that hit Ventura County - work to be
in September. Contact Harold Neufeldt (604) 738 5684 or Eddie Neufeld (559) 679 3375 for more information

MCBC Sessions - Report of the Ad-Hoc Committee

MCBC will be holding a Special Delegates Session where the Ad Hoc Committee will present its finding and
recommendations on the controversial issues of congregational discipline and how the conference deals with (or
is perceived to not deal with) difficult issues. The meeting will be at 9:00 am on October 1, 2005 at Bethel
Mennonite Church, with registration at 8:30 am. We anticipate a 3 - 4 hour meeting. Coffee & muffins will be
served at registration along with a coffee break mid-morning; however lunch will not be served. Your prayers are
solicited for the MCBC Executive and Ad Hoc Committee as they prepare for these meetings. Please see Don or
Andre if you would like to go, and please see Andre if you would like a copy of the report e-mailed to you.

Psalm 119: 33-40

 h He

    33 Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;
       then I will keep them to the end.

    34 Give me understanding, and I will keep your law
       and obey it with all my heart.

    35 Direct me in the path of your commands,
       for there I find delight.

    36 Turn my heart toward your statutes

       and not toward selfish gain.

    37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
       preserve my life according to your word. [b]

    38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
       so that you may be feared.

    39 Take away the disgrace I dread,
       for your laws are good.

    40 How I long for your precepts!
       Preserve my life in your righteousness. 

[NIV]

Blessed are they who pick up their mail from the mailboxes at the back.  Remember, if you attend
on a regular basis, and you are on our church list, you have a mailbox.  There’s lots of good
information on how you can participate in the life of this church in them.  Check early and check
often!

Andre Pekovich
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Ezekiel 33:7-11

  7 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the
house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them
warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, 'O
wicked man, you will surely die,' and you do not speak
out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man
will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for
his blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn
from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his
sin, but you will have saved yourself.

    10 "Son of man, say to the house of Israel, 'This is
what you are saying: "Our offenses and sins weigh us
down, and we are wasting away because of them. How
then can we live?" ' 11 Say to them, 'As surely as I live,
declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their
ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why
will you die, O house of Israel?'      [NIV]

Matthew 18: 15-20

A Brother Who Sins Against You
    15"If your brother sins against you, go and show him
his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to
you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will
not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every
matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.' 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.

    18"I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

    19"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three come
together in my name, there am I with them." 

[NIV]

Romans 13: 8-14

Love, for the Day is Near
    8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves
his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not
murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever
other commandment there may be, are summed up in
this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love
does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.

    11And do this, understanding the present time. The
hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber,
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first
believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put
on the armour of light. 13Let us behave decently, as in
the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension
and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the
desires of the sinful nature. [NIV]


