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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our summer series on Women of the Bible concludes
this week with a service led by Laura Eriksson; led in song by J. Evan Kreider, Ruth Enns will accompany on
the piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher.    Later, we will hear from Andre Pekovich who will use the example
of Deborah and Barak from Judges 4:1-16 to demonstrate the possibilities of women as partners in fulfilling the
promises of the Bible. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with
small children, please note child-minding is available on the second and last Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday    On August 28th, Jo White (Regent College graduate from New Zealand) spoke on two
seemingly unrelated texts, John 20.1-18 and Song of Songs 3.1-5.  Mary Magdalene was deeply involved with
Jesus' life as one of his followers (possibly even traveling with the group), a witness to his death, burial and
resurrection, and most likely as a financial and logistical supporter.  Her nickname was Magdala, or
"watchtower", and she certainly did keep watch over Jesus, with the gospels repeatedly recording her
watchfulness and citing her first in lists of women.  The Song of Songs, by contrast, is a book of erotic poetry
which has been interpreted in a wide variety of ways over the centuries.  In addition to eroticism, it explores
themes of yearning and longing, loss and searching, discovery and joy.  Jo suggests that the writer of the
Gospel according to John possibly followed the literary model in the Song
of Songs when writing the 20th chapter.  In scripture, gardens are a motif
for meeting and for intimacy; both stories are set in a garden, both have a
woman searching, both women found watchmen/angels instead of the
beloved, and both finally found the beloved.  But then the stories
purposefully diverge.  Mary M. names Jesus as "teacher" (rather than
"beloved"), she is not allowed to embrace Jesus (unlike her counterpart in
the Song of Songs), and she is told to talk to the disciples (rather than to
the daughters of Jerusalem).  Jo then asked us, whom are we seeking? 
Who is seeking you?  Are you a watchtower? [JEK] 

PGIMF News
September 11 J. Evan Kreider Student Welcome Barbeque
September 18 Kevin Hiebert The Faith of Scientists: Einstein, Mandelbrot
September 25 Jim Neudorf PGIMF 25  Anniversaryth

October 2 TBA

The Wider Church     
MB Mission  Pray that God will direct Jose & Esperanza Prada to a new ministry in Columbia as they return
home after serving twelve years in Lima, Peru.  Please pray that the church in Lima will keep strong and grow
in their commitment to God.
 
MCC Auction and Relief Sale    Just a reminder about the MCC relief sale again this year held September 9-
10 and especially about Penny Power 2011!  This year money is being raised food security projects in Sudan,
and every penny will be matched 4:1 by CIDA.  School food programs, food for work programs, and training
in agriculture best practices will all contribute towards regular access to adequate food supplies and the
empowerment of women and girls. For more information visit www.bc.mcc.org/pennypower  or call toll free at
1 888 622 6337.
 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Food Groups
Food groups begin in
September.  You will find new
food group lists in your
mailslots.  If you are not on a
list and would like to be,
please contact Hannelore.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org/pennypower


MCC   There are only two weeks left for government matching for donations made to the MCC East Africa
Drought response.  MCC has received over $500,000 in BC and over $2million in Canada in donations for the
East Africa Drought response. We are grateful for the care and compassion that this represents. All donations
given to MCC until Sept. 16th will be matched one to one by the Canadian government. Please continue to visit
our website for updated information and worship resources: http://bc.mcc.org   

Mennonite Church Canada  Mennonite Church Canda Learning Tour of Israel and Palestine and Christ at the
Checkpoint Conference Package.  You are invited to participate in a special tour and conference package to get
to know the people, churches, and the land of Israel-Palestine.  The tour will be led by Glenn Edward Witmer,
former Mennonite Church Witness worker in Israel and tour leader with MennoJerusalem. Visit sacred sites of
biblical importance, learning first-hand about the land and its people, and learn about on-the-ground insights
and presentations from church leaders at a conference hosted by Bethlehem Bible College, a MC-Canada
partner. The Christ at the Checkpoint Conference, in Bethlehem during March 5-9, equips the Christians,
pastors, and lay leaders to:
*       understand Scripture as it relates to the Palestinian context
*       discuss the theological importance of peace and justice in an Evangelical context
*       encounter the theological realities "on the ground" in the Holy Land
Tour dates: Feb. 25 - Mar 9, 2012 Contact Gord Janzen, Mission Partnership Facilitator at MC-Canada, or see
www.mennojerusalem.org for more information or to register. 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   The MHSBC's Annual Fundraising Banquet will be held on Saturday,
October 15th, 2011 at 6:00 pm in the Emmanuel Mennonite Church.  Our topic "Reforging Mennonite Kulaks: 
The Experience of Mennonite Exiles at Siberian Special Settlements (1930-1933)."  With Dr. Colin Neufeldt,
Assistant professor of History at Concordia University College of Alberta.  Tickets are $25.00 and can be
purchased at the MHSBC office, 604-853-6177.  

Regent College    Fall 2011 Evening school begins again at Regent Colllege September 12 .  You are welcometh

to join stimulating courses during the Fall and Winter terms. Since your days are busy, these are offered from
6:30–9:30pm for credit or non-credit. Featuring Donna Dinsmore, Rikk Watts, Bruce Marchfelder, Ross
Hastings, Hans Boersma, Laurel Gasque and more. Come feed your spirit and nurture your mind with an
evening course at Regent College.  For more information or to register, see:
www.regent-college.edu/academics/afterhours/evening_school.html 

Romans 13:8-14

 Owe no one anything, except to love one another;8

for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, ‘You shall not commit9

adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet’; and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour;10

therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is11

now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let12

us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day,13

not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no14

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.    
[NRSV]

http://bc.mcc.org
http://www.mennojerusalem.org
http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/afterhours/evening_school.html


Judges 4:1-16

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of1

the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into2

the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in
Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who
lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites3

cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred
chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites
cruelly for twenty years.

 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of4

Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under5

the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in
the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came
up to her for judgement. She sent and summoned6

Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and
said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, commands
you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of
Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of7

Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with
his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into
your hand.” ’ Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with8

me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will
not go.’ And she said, ‘I will surely go with you;9

nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not
lead to your glory, for the Lord will sell Sisera into

the hand of a woman.’ Then Deborah got up and went
with Barak to Kedesh. Barak summoned Zebulun10

and Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors
went up behind him; and Deborah went up with him.

 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the other11

Kenites, that is, the descendants of Hobab the
father-in-law of Moses, and had encamped as far
away as Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh.

12 When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam
had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera called out all13

his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the
troops who were with him, from Harosheth-ha-goiim
to the Wadi Kishon. Then Deborah said to Barak,14

‘Up! For this is the day on which the Lord has given
Sisera into your hand. The Lord is indeed going out
before you.’ So Barak went down from Mount Tabor

15with ten thousand warriors following him. And the
Lord threw Sisera and all his chariots and all his army
into a panic before Barak; Sisera got down from his
chariot and fled away on foot, while Barak pursued16

the chariots and the army to Harosheth-ha-goiim. All
the army of Sisera fell by the sword; no one was left.  
[NRSV]

Judges 5

The Song of Deborah

Then Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang on1

that day, saying:
 ‘When locks are long in Israel,2

   when the people offer themselves willingly—
   bless the Lord!

 ‘Hear, O kings; give ear, O princes;3

   to the Lord I will sing,
   I will make melody to the Lord, the God of Israel.

 ‘Lord, when you went out from Seir,4

   when you marched from the region of Edom,
the earth trembled,
   and the heavens poured,
   the clouds indeed poured water.
 The mountains quaked before the Lord, the One of5

Sinai,
   before the Lord, the God of Israel.

 ‘In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,6

   in the days of Jael, caravans ceased
   and travellers kept to the byways.

 The peasantry prospered in Israel,7

   they grew fat on plunder,
because you arose, Deborah,
   arose as a mother in Israel.
 When new gods were chosen,8

   then war was in the gates.
Was shield or spear to be seen
   among forty thousand in Israel?
 My heart goes out to the commanders of Israel9

   who offered themselves willingly among the
people.
   Bless the Lord.

 ‘Tell of it, you who ride on white donkeys,10

   you who sit on rich carpets,
   and you who walk by the way.

 To the sound of musicians at the watering-places,11

   there they repeat the triumphs of the Lord,
   the triumphs of his peasantry in Israel.

‘Then down to the gates marched the people of the
Lord.

 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah!12



   Awake, awake, utter a song!
Arise, Barak, lead away your captives,
   O son of Abinoam.

 Then down marched the remnant of the noble;13

   the people of the Lord marched down for him
against the mighty.

 From Ephraim they set out into the valley,14

   following you, Benjamin, with your kin;
from Machir marched down the commanders,
   and from Zebulun those who bear the marshal’s
staff;

 the chiefs of Issachar came with Deborah,15

   and Issachar faithful to Barak;
   into the valley they rushed out at his heels.
Among the clans of Reuben
   there were great searchings of heart.

 Why did you tarry among the sheepfolds,16

   to hear the piping for the flocks?
Among the clans of Reuben
   there were great searchings of heart.

 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan;17

   and Dan, why did he abide with the ships?
Asher sat still at the coast of the sea,
   settling down by his landings.

 Zebulun is a people that scorned death;18

   Naphtali too, on the heights of the field.

 ‘The kings came, they fought;19

   then fought the kings of Canaan,
at Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo;
   they got no spoils of silver.

 The stars fought from heaven,20

   from their courses they fought against Sisera.
 The torrent Kishon swept them away,21

   the onrushing torrent, the torrent Kishon.
   March on, my soul, with might!

 ‘Then loud beat the horses’ hoofs22

   with the galloping, galloping of his steeds.

 ‘Curse Meroz, says the angel of the Lord,23

   curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they did not come to the help of the Lord,
   to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

 ‘Most blessed of women be Jael,24

   the wife of Heber the Kenite,
   of tent-dwelling women most blessed.

 He asked water and she gave him milk,25

   she brought him curds in a lordly bowl.
 She put her hand to the tent-peg26

   and her right hand to the workmen’s mallet;
she struck Sisera a blow,
   she crushed his head,
   she shattered and pierced his temple.

 He sank, he fell,27

   he lay still at her feet;
at her feet he sank, he fell;
   where he sank, there he fell dead.

 ‘Out of the window she peered,28

   the mother of Sisera gazed through the lattice:
“Why is his chariot so long in coming?
   Why tarry the hoofbeats of his chariots?”

 Her wisest ladies make answer,29

   indeed, she answers the question herself:
 “Are they not finding and dividing the spoil?—30

   A girl or two for every man;
spoil of dyed stuffs for Sisera,
   spoil of dyed stuffs embroidered,
   two pieces of dyed work embroidered for my neck
as spoil?”

 ‘So perish all your enemies, O Lord!31

   But may your friends be like the sun as it rises in its
might.’

And the land had rest for forty years.    [NRSV]

Matthew 27:15-26

 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to15

release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they
wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner,16

called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered,17

Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release
for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy18

that they had handed him over. While he was sitting19

on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him,
‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today
I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about
him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded20

the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus
killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of21

the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they

said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what22

should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’
All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he23

asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they
shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’

 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but24

rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’

Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be25

on us and on our children!’ So he released Barabbas26

for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.    [NRSV] 




