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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

September 5, 2004

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Mark
Northey; J. Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano.
Later we will hear from Mark Greenstreet whose talk will be on slavery. This is the last Sunday that parents are
requested to make their own arrangements for child-minding during the service.  Next week we will continue
with our children’s church ministry.  Please see the announcement in the bulletin below for volunteers to take
over Christian education of our children.  Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Paul Thiessen spoke from the Lectionary text of Luke on the deadly sin of pride.  Though the
Bible proscribes all seven deadly sins (attributed in detail to St. John Cassian, an Egyptian monk and
contemporary of Pelagius), it never lists them in any order of importance. Paul divides the text into three separate
teachings. In the first, Jesus is watched by the Pharisees to see how he bends the Sabbath laws at this feast, where
who you ate with determined your level of religious purity, and hence, your obedience to God.  Jesus behaves
unexpectedly, asking the Pharisees what they would do?  Contrast this meal with the feeding of the 5000 - which
was more holy?  Paul notes that communal eating is important today too - healthy families are ones that eat
together.  The second teaching was more direct - the seat chosen by each guest directly called the pride of each
into question.  C.S. Lewis called pride ‘the great sin’ –  “The one sin which everyone loathes when they see it in
others...”  The Olympics virtually vibrate with pride, national and otherwise, and Martha Stewart and Conrad
Black are but two whose pride is in display for us all to judge.  Pride’s opposite - humility - is called by the
Benedictine Joan Chicester ‘the lost virtue’.  The Bible’s call to humility runs counter to our age’s call to believe
in ourselves, to be assertive. How do we strive to achieve excellence in what we do, without falling prey to pride
in self-satisfaction?  Paul’s clues - listening, not always thinking you’re right, even when you are, evoke last
week’s sermon about being on a journey.  Jesus third teaching is also direct - do not invite to your table only
those to whom you owe invitations - invite all.  Nietsche is our modern cynical apotheosis when he says we only
treat others well to be treated well in return.  Mother Teresa says the opposite, “The problems of people in the
West are in their hearts.”  Paul asks us to be grateful for the gifts God has given us and use them in a spirit of
humility. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers

September 12 Wayne Bremner (MCC-BC) AIDS, Africa and service
September 19 Peter Nosco The Road to Emmaus
September 26 John & Erna Friesen 18th Anniversary Celebration of PGIMF
October 3 Diet Neufeld -

� There is still some firewood in the back yard - U-haul, U-split, U-enjoy the fruits of your labour this winter.

Sunday School: Next Sunday is back to (Sunday) school
day for the kids. Our story time during the service gets back
into full swing and Karl is perfectly willing to have other
people tell a story too (hint, hint).  Adults, get your dibs in
early on a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers,
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young kids or older kids by calling Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen (604-734-9114 or e-mail )  
for 3–5 year olds and nursery 0–2, Cynthia Friesen (804-266-8104 or e-mail )   for 6–8 year
olds, and Mark Northey (604-533-9767 or e-mail )  for 9 and over.  We
welcome all efforts to train our children up in the way that they should go.

The Wider Church
MBMSI    RETURNING TO SERVICE. Please pray today for Doris Goertz, MBMS International worker in Japan.
Doris has just returned to Neyagawa this past week from a brief MINA (Ministry in N.A.) Ask the Lord to
strengthen Doris and fill her with His joy as she readjusts to the culture and language, and resumes her English
teaching responsibilities.

An excellent MennoLetter from Jerusalem by Glenn Witmer, MC Canada Liaison in Jerusalem, is posted on
the bulletin board in the hallway.  It is also available on-line from
http://mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/

Columbia College   Mark your Calendars!  Columbia Bible College invites you to join in two very exciting
events  this Fall:  Friday, October 1st ... Columbia hosts its annual Golf-a-Thon (a fun-filled, all-day golf
marathon) at Fraserglen Golf Course in Abbotsford, BC. To register and for more information logon
towww.columbiabc.edu/golfathon  orcall (604) 853-3567, ext. 307.

Institute for Christian Studies Conference
"Crossing Thresholds, Blurring Boundaries: What Next for the Christian Community?"  Held September
18, 2004 at Fleetwood Christian Reformed Church, 9165 - 160 Street, Surrey, from 9:00 - 4:30
(registration before; optional evening extension: dinner, keynote address, and musical presentation)

Keynote Speaker: George Vandervelde, Emeritus Professor of Theology at the Institute for Christian Studies
Rosie Perera will be leading a workshop on Technology & Faith in the 2lst Century. Among the other
workshops will be: The Way of the Icon; Creation, Community and Calling; The Suburb a Desert:
Ancient Spiritual Practices for an Indulgent Age; Charity and Justice: Two Steps of Christian Service.

For further info and full listing of workshops, see  http://www.icscanada.edu/events/conferences/.

MCC is responding to the crisis in Sudan by gathering light to medium-weight, single-bed blankets, school kits
and funds to purchase survival supplies. MCC BC has committed to gathering 2000 blankets. If you would like to
make a donation, please contact the MCC BC office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337 or visit our website at
www.mcc.org   Also, if you would like to see a Powerpoint presentation on the Sudan crisis and MCC’s efforts to
relieve it, please visit: http://www.mcc.org/sudan  and click on "Sudan Powerpoint".

Also from MCC  We are pleased to be able to offer a short 2-minute video to help announce the Abbotsford
MCC Festival and Relief Sale. It has some highlights from year's events and features the festival project for this
year. To view the video just double click on this website link http://www.danklassen.ca/mcc. 

Gallery 7   For those looking to strut their acting stuff in our fall production of Cheaper by the Dozen should
mark September 9, 2004 as the date for our next round of auditions. Roles for people aged 12 and up are
available, and we invite you to call us before September 9 at 604-504-5940 to register for the audition.
Participants are asked to arrive at the Eben-Ezer Church Drama Centre, 2051 Windsor Street, Abbotsford by 6:30
PM to fill out an application form. Scenes and/or monologues will be provided at the audition so no previous
preparation or experience is required.
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Portable CMU

After the discussion in the Vancouver area ministerial luncheon in May regarding a joint Portable CMU, Tim Kuepfer
of Peace Mennonite chuch has been in conversation with CMU assistant dean, Wesley Toews, who has managed to
coordinate a cadre of CMU profs willing and able to come to Vancouver in January.

Wednesday confirmation came that four professors will join us for a Vancouver-area sponsored Portable CMU event on
Sunday-Monday, Jan 16-17, 2005. Titles of the subjects to be taught by two of the profs are yet to be confirmed, though
it is  known that David Schroeder will be teaching a Biblical subject, and Gordon Matties will be teaching a youth-
oriented course that has to do with "Christians and the Movies."  As well, Karl Koop will teach a course on the
Anabaptist view and its relevance for us today ("The Church without Spot or Wrinkle?") and Neil Funk-Unrau's course
is entitled "Models for Transforming Conflicts."

We  hope that each church in the Vancouver area will be interested in participating in this event and will send a
delegate to the first planning and organizational meeting tentatively scheduled for Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm,
September 8 at Peace Mennonite Church. Please consider coming to the meeting or inviting a delegate from your
congregation to attend. 

Contact: Tim Kuepfer, Pastor, Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond, B.C. (604) 278-0111 or 

Thomas Merton & Gregorian Chant   Free Public Talk - Fri. Sept. 17, 2004, 7:30 p.m. Vancouver Public
Library, Central Branch, 350 W. Georgia St.  Joseph Anderson, founding member of Peregrine Medieval Vocal
Ensemble and Associate Director of the Center for Sacred Art in Seattle, will explore the spirituality of
Gregorian chant in the monastic tradition, and consider Merton's own reflections on his experience of chant. Co-
sponsored by the Vancouver Public Library and the Thomas Merton Society of Canada. Everyone welcome!

Philemon 1

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother,
2To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, to
Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and
to the church that meets in your home: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

4I always thank my God as I remember you in my
prayers, 5because I hear about your faith in the Lord
Jesus andyour love for all the saints. 6I pray that you
may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will
have a full understanding of every good thing we have
in Christ. 7Your love has given me great joy and
encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed

the hearts of the saints. 

Paul's Plea for Onesimus 

8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and
order you to do what you ought to do, 9yet I appeal to
you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul--an old man
and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 10I appeal to
you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I
was in chains. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but
now he has become useful both to you and to me. 
12I am sending him--who is my very heart--back to you.
13I would have liked to keep him with me so that he
could take your place in helping me while I am in
chains for the gospel. 14But I did not want to do
anything without your consent, so that any favor you
do will be spontaneous and not forced. 15Perhaps the
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reason he was separated from you for a little while was
that you might have him back for good-- 16no longer as
a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is
very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man
and as a brother in the Lord. 
17So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. 18If he has done you any wrong or
owes you anything, charge it to me. 19I, Paul, am
writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back--not
to mention that you owe me your very self. 20I do wish,
brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the
Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your

obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do
even more than I ask. 
22And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me,
because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your
prayers. 
23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends
you greetings. 24And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas
and Luke, my fellow workers. 
25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. 

10 Onesimus means useful. 

Luke 14:25-34

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning
to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not
hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his
brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot
be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he
not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has
enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the
foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who
sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to

build and was not able to finish.'
31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against
another king. Will he not first sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose
the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If
he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other
is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.
33In the same way, any of you who does not give up
everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor
for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

Revelation 13:11-17

The Beast out of the Earth 

11Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He
had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon.
12He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his
behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship
the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed.
13And he performed great and miraculous signs, even
causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full
view of men. 14Because of the signs he was given
power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived

the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up
an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by
the sword and yet lived. 15He was given power to give
breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image
to be killed. 16He also forced everyone, small and
great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark
on his right hand or on his forehead, 17so that no one
could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the
name of the beast or the number of his name. 


