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Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. Our service this morning will be led by Evan 
Kreider, Eric Hannan will be leading us in song, and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano.  The 
Sunday School team will be presenting the children’s feature, and Mark Greenstreet will be speaking to us on 
“Christian Essentials”  (from the Apostles Creed).  The Scripture is Acts 15, which is printed in the bulletin.  
Children’s church begins again this week.  Please stay with us after the service for a potluck barbecue. 
 
Last Sunday: 
Last Sunday was the 17th anniversary of PGIMF.  Using Acts 12, Evan Kreider described a series of 
improbable stories found in that chapter.  Herod arranged the killing of James, the brother of John, which 
pleased the Jewish leaders, so Herod threw Peter into prison.  Peter was sprung from prison by an angel.  Later 
Herod is struck dead for refusing to give praise to God.  Evan extracted some principles from this text: death 
comes to some people unexpectedly and there isn’ t always time to prepare for it; life does not always seem fair 
(why was James allowed to die?); despite the problems, the early church flourished; and miracles still happen  
Peter was released from prison.  Evan noted that before PGIMF and MSC were established, people had prayed 
for years for a student centre.  PGIMF functions differently than many churches.  We need to keep our story 
fresh so that when other groups of Christians find new ways to worship we should welcome that.  Sometimes 
we don’ t recognize miracles; we need to be open to miracles and not be concerned about explaining them.  
Thank you to those who had the vision, commitment and determination to establish MSC and PGIMF; a 
miraculous event.  (HN) 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  This 
Sunday, we will begin with hymn number 309. 
 
House groups:  If you are interested in forming or joining a house group this fall, please see Herb Reesor. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
September 14  Jim Neudorf  � please read Ephesians twice in preparation 
September 21  Steve Thiessen  Acts 24-28 
September 28  Dr. James Olthuis 
 
Church Directory:  There's a fellowship directory posted in the hall (or on the bulletin board at the back of 
the chapel).  Please check it and add updates so Ron can produce a new list around mid-September. 
 
Sunday School begins again this week for the kids.  Adult helpers are needed.  Please see Cynthia, Nadine, or 
Nubia to sign up for a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or older kids. 
 
There will be a Board Meeting  Monday, September 15, 7:00, at the Teichroebs’  house.  Also, there will be a 
brief Congregational Meeting following the service on Sunday, September 28.  Pizza lunch will be ordered. 
 



The Wider Church 
 
Over 6200 registrants (including our own André and Hannelore Pekovich/Schowalter) gathered for the 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, August 11-17.  General Council members 
issued two statements; the first addressed the situation in Zimbabwe, and the second was a report on the 
assembly and a call to prayer for Zimbabwe.  The full text of these and other news releases is posted on the 
bulletin board.  See the MWC website (www.mwc-cmm.org) for more information. 
 
MBMS International: AMBASSADORS TO AUSTRIA. Richard and Hazel Funk are MBMS International 
missionaries in Austria. Pray for spiritual growth for the young men just recently baptized. Pray for the new 
leadership team (Salzburg church) and their vision for the church. Pray for the Funks as they work also with 
six other Mennonite churches in Austria. 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) British Columbia Unit has opened a volunteer project location in 
Barriere where residential areas are beginning to recover from this summer’s wildfire damage.  Six Mennonite 
families were among the 248 households that burned in the Okanagan Mountain fire.  Donations for the MDS 
investigation and response in BC may be sent to Mennonite Disaster Service BC, Box 2038, Abbotsford, BC 
V2T 3T8. 
 
Tonight: “The Golden Violin”  featuring Calvin Dyck, violin, and Betty Suderman, piano, will be presented at 
Cedar Valley Mennonite Church, 32840 Janzen Ave., Mission, at 7:00.  A freewill offering will be taken and 
CDs will be available for purchase to benefit Mennonite Central Committee Supportive Care Services.  For 
more information, see www.calvindyck.com. 
 
MCC Relief Sale, Auction & Festival: September 12-13 at Tradex, Abbotsford.  The sale truly is reaching 
out to a wider audience since moving into the new building.  People who have never attended church before 
are coming for a look.  A PGIMF cappuccino booth is planned again.  See Paul Thiessen for more information 
or to volunteer to help out. ( www.mccauction.com ) 
 
The West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir in Concert, Saturday September 13 at 7:30 p.m. Bakerview 
Mennonite Church, 2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Suggested donation $10.00 per person.  This is a CD 
release concert for the choir’ s twelfth recording “And Night Shall End.”   Recordings by this choir and Calvin 
Dyck are produced and owned by Mennonite Central Committee Supportive Care Services.  MCC SCS is 
involved in the work of supporting people who have disabilities.  The artists involved in these recordings have 
donated their time and talent to MCC SCS, so that funds raised through sales go directly toward support 
services for people who have disabilities and those who struggle with mental illness. 
 
The Executive Committee of the BC Conference of MB Churches invites you to a very special Retirement 
Celebration in honour of Ike & Shirley Bergen and their ministry to us.  If you have served together with Ike & 
Shirley in any kind of ministry and/or wish to offer your best wishes in person, please join us:  Wednesday, 
September 24, 2003 at 6:30pm at Northview Community Church, Center Court.  Cost is $20.00 per person.  
RSVP by Monday, Sept. 15 by registering on line at www.bcmb.org/news/events, emailing [available upon 
request] or by calling 604-853-6959 or toll free in BC 1-888-653-9933. 
 
Regent College will be offering its Second Annual Film & Faith Conference, “Through a Lens Darkly:The 
Sequel – Exploring the Mystery of the Transcendent Through Film,”  Saturday and Sunday, October 4-5.  For 
more information, call 604-224-3245, or visit www.regent-college.edu. 



 
 

ACTS 151 

The Council at Jerusalem 
1 Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: 

“Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you 
cannot be saved.”  2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and 
debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other 
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this 
question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through 
Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This 
news made all the brothers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were 
welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported 
everything God had done through them.  

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood 
up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of 
Moses.”   

6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much 
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some 
time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my 
lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed 
that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He 
made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 

Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a 
yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it 
is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”   

12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul 
telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the 
Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up: “Brothers, listen 
to me. 14 Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by 
taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. 15 The words of the prophets are in 
agreement with this, as it is written:  

16 “ ‘After this I will return  
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.  

Its ruins I will rebuild,  
and I will restore it,  

17 that the remnant of men may seek the Lord,  
and all the Gentiles who bear my name,  

says the Lord, who does these things’   
18 that have been known for ages.  

19 “ It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the 
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Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them 
to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of 
strangled animals and from blood. 21 For Moses has been preached in every city 
from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”   

The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers  
22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose 

some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They 
chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders among the 
brothers. 23 With them they sent the following letter:  

The apostles and elders, your brothers,  

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:  

Greetings.  

24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed 
you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and 
send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26 men who have risked their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas 
to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are 
to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals 
and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.  

Farewell.  

30 The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the 
church together and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were glad for 
its encouraging message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said 
much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. 33 After spending some time 
there, they were sent off by the brothers with the blessing of peace to return to 
those who had sent them. 35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where 
they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.  

Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas  

36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the brothers 
in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are 
doing.”  37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul 
did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and 
had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement 
that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul 
chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He 
went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  

 


