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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Paul Thiessen, 

in song by Eric Hannan, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we will

hear from J. Evan Kreider who will be speaking on Discipline in the Church from Matthew 18:15-20. Although

parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children

don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if

you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from one of our many angels who are called to care.  Please

join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday    On August 31st, 2008 Kevin Hiebert concluded our fellowship's summer's series of talks on the

parables by speaking on illustrations drawn from farming.  In Mark 4.26, the seeds were simply scattered on the

field by the farmer who is otherwise essentially absent.  This presents an image in which ideas of hope are 'sown'

and God then nurtures the seeds and gives the growth, suggesting that we can be wary of working too hard on our

own in order to ensure that religion is spread and accepted, for God is ultimately in charge after we do the

seeding.   Matthew 13 gives a more expanded version of this illustration:  the seed is scattered on four types of

ground, some hopeless and others better suited to growth (the Gospel of Thomas also includes this parable but

without explanation).  Kevin shared with us a number of helpful ideas gleaned from a published sermon on this

passage by England's most famous 19th-century preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon (his 2,040th sermon).  First,

the seed was the same in every case (and was not changed for differing audiences).  Thorns are natural to the soil

and will be present throughout life, stealing nutrients from the soil (time from our lives or resources from better

projects).  God gives us a chance to receive the Good News and be fruitful, but the choice is ours.  Eventually the

weeds in society and in our lives will become conspicuous, just as the heads of grain on true wheat drooped

under their weight but the false wheat's heads stand erect from having virtually no nutrition.  "May God give us

the grace to recognize the thorns in our lives and the wherewithal to nurture that which is good."  [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

September 14 Ken Friesen Welcome Back BBQ

September 21 Karl Brown PGIMF 22nd anniversary

September 28 Roy Bell -

October 5 James Wittenberg Romans 14

New arrival!    We are very pleased to announce the birth of our 11th grandchild. Joshua (redacted) Friesen

was born (redacted) weighing 8 lbs 8 oz. Parents John and Julie are delighted as is the whole Friesen clan. 

OOOONew e-mail   The Hintzes have a new e-mail address - you can contact them at (available from webmaster)  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Food groups   Many thanks to all who contributed so

generously to the after-church coffee hour during the summer

season.  Our fellowship and guests were well taken care of

during this oh-so-important part of our ministry.  New food

group lists are being compiled by Hannelore.  Many say that

this is our greatest ministry!  If you have a mailbox, you are in a

food group and are requested to enjoy the coffee and potlucks

after the service in any month that you are not “on duty”.  If

you have a particular desire to be in a certain “month”, please

let Hannelore know.

Potluck BBQ!    Please remember next week is our annual

welcome barbeque for the new students at MSC.  Sausage and

veggie burgers provided, and you are requested to bring a salad

or dessert to round out the meal.  All are welcome whether you

bring something or not - there is always plenty of food!

PGIMF 22nd Anniversary service On September 21st, come help us celebrate 22 years of our“democratic

fellowship of believers”. If you know anybody who should be invited, please make sure they know about this

event. Everyone welcome!

Vancouver Cantata Singers need volunteer help with a number of activities, and are assembling a pool of

volunteers on whom to call when help is needed. Specifically, help will be needed with things like: mailouts,

concert front of house help, flyer distribution, etc... If you are interested in volunteering, please let Eric know. 

Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s information

of which you are aware.  If you are a new attender and wish to be on the church list, please feel free to add your

information to the list.  You will be given a mailbox and added to the church e-mail notification list  All are

welcome!

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Blaine & Michelle Warner are MBMS International workers in Burkina Faso. They have just

completed one year of language study in France and will be traveling back to Canada in September for MINA

(Ministry in North America).  Pray for them as they relate to individuals and churches that support them.

Workshops on Aging. Marlene Unrau, Chaplain of Pinegrove Place will be at First United Mennonite on

September 11th & 18th at  7:30pm to talk about issues of aging and how we can be supportive of those who are

aging. These sessions will be helpful to seniors, children of seniors, and persons wanting to be of support to

seniors. Please mark your calendars!

MCC    September 19&20: MCC Festival Auction and Relief Sale at the Abbotsford Tradex. Join us for a great

weekend of food, music, and treasures to buy or bid on. Support MCC's work with Refugees around the world.

For complete details visit mcc.org/bc or call (604) 850 6639 or toll free 1 888 622 6337.

Regent College    The 2008 Lam Lectures at Regent College this year feature Walter Bruggemann, one of

today’s most significant theologians. The series is entitled The Church in Joyous Obedience: Biblical

Expositions, hosted by John G. Stackhouse, Jr.  In three lectures, Brueggemann will consider texts from the

Exodus narrative, the Jeremiah oracle and the Isaiah sequence of texts in the hope that they “may summon and

engage and reassure the church in its demanding missional stance, permitting the church to live faithfully amid

hegemonic ideologies that suck the life out of our socioeconomic neighborhoods.” On October 8 and 9. 

Wednesday, October 8 at 7:30 pm features From Exodus to Sinai: The Journey to the Common Good while

Thursday, October 9 at 11:30am will be the talke entitled Boasting in Power or Boasting in God?  Jeremiah’s

Either/Or of Public Faith and at 7:30pm the talk is Receiving Salvation and Doing Justice: From Vision to

Imperative in Isaiah. 

MCC Relief Sale   

Paul Thiessen invites you  to participate at

the MCC Relief Sale in running the

cappuccino booth Friday, September 19th

from 5 pm - 9 pm, and Saturday, September

20th from 8 am - 3 pm. Some have already

volunteered to join us, but we can always use

more people.  No experience is necessary,

either in making or drinking coffee. Others

are invited to join us from other churches as

well. If you would be willing to volunteer

your time to this worthwhile endeavour,

please let Paul or Andre know? The monies

raised go toward the many worthwhile

projects MCC carries out around the world. 



Mennonite Church Canada    A Challenging Volunteer position is posted by Christliche Dienste in Germany,

for someone who speaks German, but has English as his/her first language, to work with refugees seeking

asylum. The position is located in Germany and would start as soon as possible. A job description and

application form is available by contacting Christliche Dienste directly at (redacted) or from MC Canada,

attention Heidi Huber.  For more about Christliche Dienste, go to www.christlichedienste.de

Mt 18:15-20

15 ‘If another member of the church sins against you,

go and point out the fault when the two of you are

alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained

that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or

two others along with you, so that every word may be

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the

church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a

tax-collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose

on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you

ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am

there among them.’      [NRSV]

Mennonite World Conference staff will be visiting several area churches to share news of the upcoming

World Conference in Paraguay in 2009. Pakisa Tsamika from the Congo, Cynthia Peacock from India, and

Bert Lobe from Canada will be guests of area churches for a meal and a talk.  Attend the one that suits you.

Sept. 24, Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Eden Mennonite Church, Chilliwack. Contact - Vern Lobe 824-1488, 309-9344 (cell)

Sept 25, Thursday at12:30 noon - Lunch gathering at Yarrow MB Church hosted by Yarrow MC and MB Churches RSVP

to Pastor Barry Lesser at 604-823-4451

6:30 pm First Mennonite Church, Vancouver Begin with potluck supper at 6:30 and gathering at 7:30 pm Contact - Ingrid

Schultz 321-2131 (ch) 301-9968 (home)

Bert declares The church is the most significant institution in this time…. It is the instrument or vehicle that

God has chosen for the redemption of the human community. Our problem is that we do not believe this. The

church in the Global South does understand this and is growing. Cynthia and Pakisa will tell their stories to

emphasize the significance of the Anabaptist story and what it means for our global life and witness.  They

will share their report and we will have an informational sessions at 7:30pm. Please consider attending, it

should be a great evening!

Hosting Opportunity: We need an accessible home for Pakisa Tsamika to stay for the night. He has a walker

and cannot go up stairs. Please call the FUMC church office at 604-321-2131 if you have a room available.




