
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

September 8th, 2013
J. Evan Kreider - Go In Peace

Worship leader: Veronica Dyck Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Markle
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Erika Hannan

Welcome Potluck BBQ - all welcome!

Last Sunday  On the 27th anniversary of our Fellowship, Janice Kreider spoke on Jeremiah 2,
focusing on verse 13 in which the prophet accuses Israel of relying on cracked cisterns which
offered only stale water.  Cisterns were often created from exposed rifts in rocks which filled
when it rained but then became stagnant and eventually evaporated.  Springs, on the other
hand, offered the gift of pure water.  Although springs were obviously preferred, cisterns were
common in that arid landscape, even though they often went dry (Joseph and Jeremiah were
both once held in dry cisterns.)  Much of the writing attributed to Jeremiah is highly critical of
the former temple, the arrogance of  the religious leaders there and their belief that they were
beyond God's judgement. The Sinai laws were not followed, resulting in the poor being bereft
of support. Jeremiah accused the people of having as many gods as there were villages.
Jeremiah also points out the pathos of God and the creation of a new covenant, God's love for
the people despite their disobeying the old covenant.  In what ways have we forsaken the ways
of God?  What cracked cisterns have we dug, patched up and relied upon for our national
safety, especially as the G20 meets?  Where are the artesian wells in our lives?  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
September 15th Henry Neufeld Lectionary readings
September 22nd Tony Tremblett The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
September 29th Thomas Bergen Thankfulness
October 6th Johannes Stolz Denial: our Deepest Problem

N Please see the church directory on wall in the hallway to check your information, and that
of anyone you know.  As well, if you would like to be on the church list, please add your name
to the list - it comes with its own mailbox at the back of the church! 

Wider Church  
Truth and Reconciliation Commission comes to Vancouver September 17-22.  MCC,
together with Mennonite churches, invites you to be part of the many events going on in the
lead-up to the TRC, including a canoe gathering, a walk for reconciliation and much more. To
view a video about BC Mennonite leaders attending the TRC in Montreal and to learn how you
can be involved http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC


MCC    Dan Unrau, teacher, storyteller and author, now retired from Fraserview MB where he
served as lead pastor for 21 years,  is now serving on contract with MCC BC in a part time
assignment to strengthen relationships with MCC’s constituent churches, exploring
opportunities for collaboration, helping to organize fundraising events and to speak in
churches and other venues.   Dan is currently visiting MCC programs in Ethiopia and Uganda
and then will begin connecting with churches in mid-September. 

Fallen Feather   Everyone is invited to join our neighbours at WPG United Church for a
documentary presentation about Indian Residential Schools on Sunday September 15th

beginning at 12:30 pm.  The documentary will be followed by an ecumenical worship service
on the theme of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission beginning at 2:30 that same day. 
Everyone is welcome to join together as we prepare for TRC Week (September 16 - 22)

MHSBC   You are invited to the Annual Fundraising Banquet with Dr. John B. Toews speaking
on "Mennonite Pacifists Amidst Anarchy (1917-1920)" Saturday, September 21, 2013   6:00 p.m. 
at Emmanuel Mennonite Church 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.   Tickets $25.00 from the
office:  604-853-6177 or by email:

Regent College Book Launch    Hear Leah Kostamo (Regent) speak about her new book
“Planted: A Story of Creation, Calling & Community” as she describes her call to care for
creation as Christian discipleship.  Accompanied by musical guests, she tells of salmon-saving,
stranger-welcoming and all the characters they meet along the way including Cathy, a youn
scientist with a pencahnt for ill-timed arias. Satuday Septembe4r 21st at 7:00 pm in the Atrium
at Regent College. All welcome!   

Psalm 30

A Psalm. A Song at the dedication of the temple. Of
David.
1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn
  me up,
   and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,
   and you have healed me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
   restored me to life from among those gone
   down to the Pit.

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful
   ones,
   and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;
   his favour is for a lifetime.
Weeping may linger for the night,
   but joy comes with the morning.

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity,
   ‘I shall never be moved.’
7 By your favour, O Lord,
   you had established me as a strong

   mountain;
you hid your face;
   I was dismayed.

8 To you, O Lord, I cried,
   and to the Lord I made supplication:
9 ‘What profit is there in my death,
   if I go down to the Pit?
Will the dust praise you?
   Will it tell of your faithfulness?
10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!
   O Lord, be my helper!’

11 You have turned my mourning into
   dancing;
   you have taken off my sackcloth
   and clothed me with joy,
12 so that my soul may praise you and not be
   silent.
   O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for
   ever. [NRSV]



Galatians 6:1-16

1My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are
not tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens,
and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.
3For if those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves. 4All must
test their own work; then that work, rather
than their neighbour’s work, will become a
cause for pride. 5For all must carry their own
loads.

6 Those who are taught the word must share
in all good things with their teacher.

7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow. 8If you sow to
your own flesh, you will reap corruption from
the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will
reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9So let us not
grow weary in doing what is right, for we will

reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.
10So then, whenever we have an opportunity,
let us work for the good of all, and especially
for those of the family of faith.

11 See what large letters I make when I am
writing in my own hand! 12It is those who
want to make a good showing in the flesh
that try to compel you to be
circumcised—only that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13Even the
circumcised do not themselves obey the law,
but they want you to be circumcised so that
they may boast about your flesh. 14May I
never boast of anything except the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything; but a new creation is everything!
16As for those who will follow this rule—peace
be upon them, and mercy, and upon the
Israel of God. [NRSV]

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

1After this the Lord appointed seventy others
and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where he himself
intended to go. 2He said to them, ‘The harvest
is plentiful, but the labourers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out labourers into his harvest. 3Go on your
way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into
the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag,
no sandals; and greet no one on the road.
5Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace
to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you.
7Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the
labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. 8Whenever you
enter a town and its people welcome you, eat
what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are
there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God
has come near to you.” 10But whenever you

enter a town and they do not welcome you,
go out into its streets and say, 11“Even the
dust of your town that clings to our feet, we
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this:
the kingdom of God has come near.”

[...]

16 ‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and
whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever
rejects me rejects the one who sent me.’

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord,
in your name even the demons submit to us!’
18He said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from
heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have
given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy; and nothing will hurt you.
20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.’  [NRSV]



2 Kings 5:1-19

1Naaman, commander of the army of the king
of Aram, was a great man and in high favour
with his master, because by him the Lord had
given victory to Aram. The man, though a
mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2Now
the Arameans on one of their raids had taken
a young girl captive from the land of Israel,
and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to
her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure
him of his leprosy.’ 4So Naaman went in and
told his lord just what the girl from the land
of Israel had said. 

5And the king of Aram said,
‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to the
king of Israel.’

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver,
six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of
garments. 6He brought the letter to the king
of Israel, which read, ‘When this letter reaches
you, know that I have sent to you my servant
Naaman, that you may cure him of his
leprosy.’ 7When the king of Israel read the
letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God,
to give death or life, that this man sends word
to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look
and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with
me.’

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that
the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent
a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn
your clothes? Let him come to me, that he
may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ 9So
Naaman came with his horses and chariots,
and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house.
10Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go,
wash in the Jordan seven times, and your
flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.’

11But Naaman became angry and went away,
saying, ‘I thought that for me he would surely
come out, and stand and call on the name of
the Lord his God, and would wave his hand
over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12Are not
Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel? Could I
not wash in them, and be clean?’ He turned
and went away in a rage. 13But his servants
approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the
prophet had commanded you to do
something difficult, would you not have done
it? How much more, when all he said to you
was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ 14So he went
down and immersed himself seven times in
the Jordan, according to the word of the man
of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of
a young boy, and he was clean.

15 Then he returned to the man of God, he
and all his company; he came and stood
before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is
no God in all the earth except in Israel; please
accept a present from your servant.’ 16But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will
accept nothing!’ He urged him to accept, but
he refused. 17Then Naaman said, ‘If not, please
let two mule-loads of earth be given to your
servant; for your servant will no longer offer
burnt-offering or sacrifice to any god except
the Lord. 18But may the Lord pardon your
servant on one count: when my master goes
into the house of Rimmon to worship there,
leaning on my arm, and I bow down in the
house of Rimmon, when I do bow down in
the house of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon
your servant on this one count.’ 19He said to
him, ‘Go in peace.’    [NRSV]



A:  For this thing
B:  may the Lord pardon your servant

C:  when my Lord comes to the house of Rimmon to worship there
X:  and he leans on my hand,

C:  and I worship in the house of Rimmon
B:  may the Lord pardon your servant

A:  for this thing.

And he said to him, “Go in peace.”

Reconciliation Week
Sept. 17-22

September 17 All Nations Canoe Gathering - False Creek in Vancouver
Hundreds of traditional and non-traditional canoes going from Kits Beach to Science World. There will
be 2 canoes of Mennonite Folk.

September 18-21 Truth and Reconciliation Commission - PNE
This is a time to hear the stories of survivors of the Indian Residential School system. It’s time for all
of us to understand a very sad part of Canada’s history that has been hidden from public knowledge.
It is time to build capacity for a hopeful future for all Canadians. Let’s all show up because we have
been invited by our Indigenous neighbours to really hear their story and begin a new way forward of
reconciliation. Come for a couple of hours anytime during the day, come for a whole day, or show up
as many times as you would like. 

September 22Walk for Reconciliation: A New Way Forward Celebration -
Downtown Vancouver

Gathering begins at 8:30 am and the walk starts at 10:00 am. Just come, or join the team led by Garry
Janzen named ‘Mennonite Folk’. The walk will finish at Science World with the New Way Forward
Celebration. It should be complete by around 12:00 Noon. 

If you can only do two things: come on Saturday, and join the Walk on Sunday.  If you are free to
come, as a follower of Jesus, please consider this walk as an expression of your participation in God’s
call to reconciliation, in place of your church’s regular service on Sunday.

There will be an Expression of Reconciliation from the Community of Mennonites on Saturday
morning. The service starts at 8:30 am, in the Forum (the building on the PNE Grounds at the corner
of Hastings and Renfrew.)

Daily schedule and to volunteer, go to www.trc.ca , click on BC NATIONAL EVENT

Information posted by Brander McDonald, go to www.mcbc.ca and click on the TRC – 2013 tile.

http://www.trc.ca
http://www.mcbc.ca

