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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, we celebrate the return to school for
all with a service led by Don Teichroeb, we will be led in song by Ruth Enns, who will also accompany on the
piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we will be hearing from Evan Kreider who will be speaking on the
lectionary gospel text this Sunday, Luke 14:25-33, The Cost of Discipleship.   Parents are requested to make their
own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel
during the service You are all especially welcome to join us in the dining room after the service for the barbeque
lunch and fellowship - meet the students and guests over a plate of sausage!  You are encouraged to stay after lunch
as well for a baby shower for Synova Smith with cake and coffee in the chapel.  Abandon diets, all ye who enter
these doors!

Last Sunday:   On September 2, 2007, Don Teichroeb (our congregation's moderator and former treasurer)
presented the final talk of the summer's series of 2 Corinthians, focusing on chapters 8-9, the most extensive
passage in Christian scripture dealing with stewardship. "Stewardship is the link between what we believe and what
we do." In the early part of the Book of Acts we read about the more wealthy Christians in Jerusalem selling their
assets in order to share resources freely with impoverished believers. This unusual action is lauded even today, and
Paul referred to those people as "the saints in Jerusalem". However, when economic disaster struck the region and
internal resources could no longer sustain the community of believers in the capital city, Paul and others organized
a relief programme. The appeal for generosity took various approaches, including an appeal for helping those in the
larger community of faith, responding to God's generosity, responding to faith in concrete ways, and even being
inspired by the giving of others (the Macedonians not only gave but begged to be allowed to give-"a church
treasurer's dream come true"). It would seem that people were no longer tithing to the Temple or synagogues
(though we do not know for certain) because they were worshipping independently of those institutions, and so
their giving appears to be in response to specific needs (famine) and causes (missionary work and the slowly-
emerging class of church workers). Paul urged the Corinthians to give "according to their means", not according to
an institutionalized budget. In fact, tithing would not be widely practiced by Christians until at least the 700's when
the church became institutionalized and required a predictable budget. Don noted that we have received so much,
not only from God, but from our culture, our society, Canada's vast good fortunes-and that we hold all of this 'in
trust' from God. It is therefore not just a question of whether we give regularly (as our means enables, and this
changes as we pass through life's various stages) but we must also think carefully about what we do with the
remaining 90% or less. John Neufeld addresses this and other stewardship-related topics in his publication, "From
grateful to generous". Erin Teichroeb brought the morning's meditation to a close by describing her volunteer work
this summer at Camp Squeah (kitchen, leading rock climbing, etc.), reminding us that we also need to think
carefully about being good stewards of our time. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

September 16th John Friesen PGIMF Anniversary service
September 23rd TBA -
September 30 Barbara Nickel -
October 7 Thanksgiving -

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



The Pacific Centre for Discipleship (the parent society of the Menno Simons Centre) will hold its Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. in the Centre's Chapel. All those who are interested
in the Centre and any of its activities are warmly invited to attend.

MCC Relief Sale   Paul Thiessen and invites you all to participate at the MCC Relief Sale in running the
coffee/cappuccino booth Friday, September 14th from 5 pm - 9 pm, and Saturday, September 15 from 8 am - 3 pm.
Some have already volunteered to join us, but we can always use more people.  No experience is necessary, either
in making or drinking coffee. Paul has one volunteer from Peace church to join us, and others are invited to join us
from other churches as well. If you would be willing to volunteer your time to this worthwhile endeavour, please let
Paul or Andre know? The monies raised all go to the many, very worthwhile MCC projects around the world. 

The Wider Church

MBMSI  BACK TO BURKINA.  Pray today for Phil and Carol Bergen, MBMS International missionaries to
Africa. This week they return to Burkina Faso and ask prayer, especially for Carol, as they leave John Mark (going
with TREK in September) and Maria (starting Jr. College in Modesto, CA.) Carol also leaves a mother who is not
in the best of health, and an ill sister-in-law. Thank God for Pastor Madou who is moving his family to Ndorola to
be an evangelist to the Nanerige.

MCC Penny Power!   Do you know what happens when you bring your pennies (and other coins) to the MCC
Festival? They multiply, and your change can create change for those in need in Bangladesh where MCC is
working to create small-scale, intensive agricultural projects. Here, landless agricultural labourers struggle during
"Monga" - the season when there is no work. These projects will enable households to raise their own vegetables
and fruits as well as rear some animals for sale, providing them with much-needed income.  The "Monga
Response" projects are being implemented through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), which receives
matching funds from the Canadian International Development Agency at a rate of 4:1- - last year MCC raised
$25,000! So bring your pennies along and help MCC us improve the amount and quality of food for 3000 families
in Bangladesh.  .

MDS   MDS has new DVDs with content about recent the tornado and MDS work in Greensburg, Kansas, as well
as an initial video about the panel;-house build at the MCUSA Assembly. Please contact MDS for your free copy of
either or both of these DVDs. MDS' DVD, "The Hands and Feet of Jesus," is also available, free of charge from
www.mds.org.

M2/W2 information night:   Come and hear how M2W2 is touching lives and making a difference for struggling
parents, incarcerated and ex-prisoners, troubled youth, to affect community safety. M2/W2 is hosting a Volunteer
information night September 19, 2007, 7 - 8:00 pm, Bakerview Church, 2285 Clearbrook Rd., north of Hwy 1,
Abbotsford, BC. For further information contact 604-859-3215 or 1-800-298-1777.

MCC   MCC is responding to flooding in Bangladesh and Nepal where thousands have been affected. MCC is
providing food, blankets, clothing, mosquito netting and other necessities. For more information and to contribute
to this relief effort, visit mcc.org or call the MCC BC office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. Those wishing to
write a cheque may make them payable to MCC BC, marked for "South Asia Flood Response" and send to MCC
BC Box 2038 Abbotsford BC, V2T 3T8.
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L
uke 14:25-33
25 Now large crowds were travelling with him; and
he turned and said to them, 26‘Whoever comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself,
cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which
of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has
enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will

begin to ridicule him, 30saying, “This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.” 31Or what king, going
out to wage war against another king, will not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand
to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of
peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

J
eremiah 18:1-11
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:
2‘Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I
will let you hear my words.’ 3So I went down to the

potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel.
4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the
potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as
seemed good to him.

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do
with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done?
says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so
are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7At one moment
I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I

will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if that
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its
evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I
intended to bring on it. 9And at another moment I may
declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will
build and plant it, 10but if it does evil in my sight, not
listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about
the good that I had intended to do to it. 11Now,
therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter
shaping evil against you and devising a plan against
you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and
amend your ways and your doings.

P
salm 139:1-6, 13-18
To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
1O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

   you discern my thoughts from far away.
3You search out my path and my lying down,
   and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Even before a word is on my tongue,
   O Lord, you know it completely.
5You hem me in, behind and before,
   and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
   it is so high that I cannot attain it.

7Where can I go from your spirit?
   Or where can I flee from your presence?
8If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9If I take the wings of the morning

   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10even there your hand shall lead me,
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
   and the light around me become night’,
12even the darkness is not dark to you;
   the night is as bright as the day,
   for darkness is as light to you.

13For it was you who formed my inward parts;
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
   Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15   My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
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In your book were written
   all the days that were formed for me,
   when none of them as yet existed.
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!

   How vast is the sum of them!
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
   I come to the end—I am still with you.

P
hilemon 1-21
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia
our sister, to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the
church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon’s Love and Faith

4 When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank
my God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints
and your faith towards the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the
sharing of your faith may become effective when you
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have
indeed received much joy and encouragement from
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ
Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father I have become during my imprisonment.
11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that
is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him

with me, so that he might be of service to me in your
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order
that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was
separated from you for a while, so that you might have
him back for ever, 16no longer as a slave but as more
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but
how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as
you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any
way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.
19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your
own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident
of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that
you will do even more than I say.

22 One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I
am hoping through your prayers to be restored to you.

Final Greetings and Benediction

23 Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends
greetings to you, 24and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas,
and Luke, my fellow-workers.

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.


