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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully 

as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. 

You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not 

recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

“I am what I love, not what I think.” Last Sunday Carl Friesen challenged the Descartes dictum “I 
think therefore I am” which gave birth to the idea that humans are primarily thinking beings. Carl 
said our identity is not tied to what we think; conscious rational thought is only a tiny bit of our 
brain’s work. We are primarily lovers – what we desire, what we long for defines who we are.  Jesus 
calls this the “heart.” Ultimate love constitutes our identity; that which we desire above all else. 
What we love and desire shapes rather than our thoughts.  The Pharisees ultimate love of themselves 
resulted in Jesus criticism of them in Matthew 23.  Our ultimate love is shaped by our practices and 
habits. The practices (liturgies) of our society help define who we are. Carl sees a shopping mall as a 
space with liturgies that are formative for us. The mall is a secular cathedral that seeks to reconfigure 
space and time. Malls often have few windows, a labyrinth of hallways, and no clocks. Malls follow 
a liturgical calendar: Valentines day, mother’s day, father’s day, etc. Malls have icons – mannequins – 
and they have outreach - advertising.  Malls shape our desires to be consumers.  In contrast Jesus, in 
the beatitudes, calls us to be transformed, to become  a certain kind of people.  Being made in the 
image of God is a calling, not a statement of fact. Our mission is to live in the image of God; to refuse 
to buy into the culture, to be transformed. [HN]

CHURCH CONTACTS

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
Pastoral Care—Erika Hannan (604-325-5065); Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); 
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

SEPT 9 SERVICE

Speaker: Walter Bergen
Worship Leader: Andre Pekovich   
Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau 
Pianist: Ruth Enns

UPCOMING SERVICES

September 16 Mike Yankoski 
September 23 Kevin Hiebert - Lectionary Texts
September 30 Richard Whitfield - Poetry and Peace
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Call to Worship

Leader: Strengthen the weak hands,
People: and make firm the feeble knees.
Leader: Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
People: “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, He will save you.”
Leader: Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
Women: and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
Men: then the lame shall leap like a deer,
People: and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
Leader: For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
Men: and streams in the desert;
Women: the burning sand shall become a pool,
People: and the thirsty ground springs of water
Leader: A highway shall be there; it shall be for God’s people;
People: no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
Leader: And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
People: everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. [NRSV Isaiah 35:3-10]

Proverbs 22: 1-9, 22-23

1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great 
riches, and favour is better than silver or gold.
2 The rich and the poor have this in common: the 
Lord is the maker of them all.
3 The clever see danger and hide; but the simple 
go on, and suffer for it.
4 The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is 
riches and honour and life.
5 Thorns and snares are in the way of the 
perverse; the cautious will keep far from them.
6 Train children in the right way, and when old, 
they will not stray.

7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is 
the slave of the lender.
8 Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and 
the rod of anger will fail.
9 Those who are generous are blessed, for they   
share their bread with the poor.
    [..]

22 Do not rob the poor because they are poor,      
or crush the afflicted at the gate;
23 for the Lord pleads their cause and despoils             
of life those who despoil them. [NRSV]
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Psalm 125

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from this time on and 
forevermore.
3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, so that the 
righteous might not stretch out their hands to    do wrong.
4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in their hearts.
5 But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways the Lord will lead away with evildoers. Peace 
be upon Israel!   [NRSV]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AGM of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association
The Annual General Meeting of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association will be held on 
Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at 7:30 in the Centre’s chapel.  All who are interested in  
learning about the Centre’s recent activities and future plans are welcome to attend.

Food Groups 
Food groups begin in September.  You will find new food group lists in your mail slots.  If you are not 
on a list and would like to be, please contact Hannelore.

Diane Ehling is interested in setting up a Sunday School for the children in our church. If you know 
of guests that would like to attend, grandchildren perhaps, please let them know we are trying to 
arrange Sunday School teaching from 10:15-11:15 am. If you are aware of someone that might wish 
to teach, please let Diane know. 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

Just Food: the Right to Food from a Faith Perspective
As well fed Christians living in Canada, we have moral and legal obligations towards 
the hungry in the world. There are common threads between the legal and theological perspectives 
on food.  As well, there are conflicting views between faith premises and the human rights approach, 
particularly in respect to gratitude/community versus individual-based rights.

On Tuesday, 16 October at 7:00 pm, join the discussion on the right to food. Three panelists 
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who are involved with local and global food issues will respond to several questions around the 
compatibility of theological and legal premises toward food.
http://bc.mcc.org/peace/worldfoodday  The evening will start with a tour of the exhibition. An Arts 
show entitled “Just Food: the Right to Food from a Faith Perspective” will accompany the discussion. 

PERFORMANCES

Nola Shantz, former resident at the Menno Simmons Centre, will be performing Hildegard von 
Bingen’s “Ordo Virtutum”( “The Way of the Virtues”) on Sunday September 16th
 at 3:00 p.m. Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver
TICKETS: $20 advance ($15 seniors, students)
Order from www.brownpapertickets.com or CALL: 1-800- 838-3006
$25 at the door ($20 seniors, students) cash only

“Voices for Peace” Concerts
A free concert featuring cello, chamber music and poetry
September 27, 7:30 PM at Peace Lutheran Church, Abbotsford
September 28, 8 PM at Regent College, Vancouver

Middle East Crisis
MCC continues to respond in the growing crisis in the Middle East.
Shipments of blankets and kits have arrived in Jordan where MCC is responding to refugees. 
In Syria, MCC is distributing food, medicine and fuel. MCC is also increasing its disaster 
preparedness and conflict prevention activities in Lebanon. Please pray with us for peace in this
region and for those who are working so hard to respond to people who are being affected by 
it. For more information and to donate, visit http://mcccanada.ca/middleeastcrisis 

Regent College presents Rex Murphy at The Laing Lectures, in a series of lectures on “From
Doctrine to Doctrines: The Hollowing Out of the Christian Consensus”.  Lectures take place Thursday 
and Friday , October 25  & 26   at 7:30PM and noon at First Baptist Church, 969 Burrard St., 
Vancouver.  While the lectures are free, a ticket will be required to attend, and you can reserve on-line 
at http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/event-details?event_id=74

Prayers for the Wider Community
Pray for the team serving among the Arabic-speaking population in Europe. She has now been on the 
field a year and continues to study language and build meaningful relationships. Please pray that
she will be a bold witness as she shares God’s love with the people whom He brings into her life.
visit http://www.mbmission.org/connect/daily-prayer-guide/ for more information.


