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September 10th 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Don
Teichroeb, Evan Kreider will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano and Erika Hannan is your
usher. Later we will hear from Karl Brown who will be speaking on “War & Peace”. Sunday school will begin
again soon, but for now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service.
Please join us after the service for our annual welcome back BBQ and fellowship in the dining room and say
hello to the students who have returned to the Menno Simons Centre.   

Last Sunday   Donna Stewart spoke on the somewhat elusive figure in Genesis 38, Tamar, one of Jesus'
ancestors. This is both a hopeful story and, at the same time, a sordid account of Judah and his sons refusing to
honour revered traditions established to ensure that a widow's welfare is cared for honourably. According to the
story, Onan refused to take Tamar as his wife, possibly because this would have eventually lessened his own
inheritance and honoured his deceased brother. Judah likewise found ways to avoid his responsibilities. Tamar,
however, knew the system, how it worked, and how to work it. By dressing as a veiled sacred prostitute, she was
invited to have relations with none other than Judah himself. When her pregnancy was discovered by the
community, Judah ordered her to be burned alive. But when Tamar returned to him his staff and signet scroll
(given to her as security), Judah confessed both his sin of laying with her and his sin of not making rightful
provision for her, freely admitting that "she is more righteous than I". Donna then emphasized the hopeful aspects
of the story. Although Judah obviously had problems, he at least admitted his errors when openly confronted by
them. Although he attempted to stop the line of his dead son, he was in fact given two sons (twins) by Tamar.
Furthermore, the story reveals that Jesus, the Son of God, did not come from a long line of saints, but from very
real people who had truly human qualities and difficulties. Although modern Christians are far more concerned
with moral sins than with economic, scripture itself focuses primarily on sins which relate to money, wealth and
financial resources. Donna then reminded us that Jesus declared that his mission was to preach the Good News to
the poor, yet in British Columbia government keeps eroding the financial resources of its citizen 'widows' of
today, particularly its single mothers, the very group that was to enjoy protection in ancient times. This hardly
represents progress, either socially or morally. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 17 Wes & Jody Smith Story
September 24 J. Evan Kreider PGIMF 20th Anniversary
October 1 - -
Oetober 8 - Thanksgiving

�New e-mail Janice Kreider can be reached at (address available by request from webmaster)

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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PGIMF 20th Anniversary service   On September
24th, come help us celebrate 20 years of our
“democratic fellowship of believers”. If you know
anybody who should be invited, please make sure they
know about this event.  A small cake and coffee
celebration will be held in the dining room after the
Sunday service.  Everyone welcome!
  
Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in
the hall - update your own and anybody else’s
information of which you are aware.  New list coming in September!

PGIMF Church board meeting at the Teichroebs September 14th at 7:00 pm.  See Don for agenda items or
directions and parking instructions.

Friends away    Speaking of those in the history of our fellowship, a former PGIMF attender, Karen Hodges was
spotted on a webpage at UBC.  She is now an Assistant Professor, Biology at UBC Okanagan campus.  Karen
was with us for several years while she completed her doctorate in biology, with a thesis on snowshoe hares.  She
pursued opportunities in Europe and the US before returning to BC.  You can view here UBC webpage at 
http://web.ubc.ca/okanagan/biophgeo/faculty/khodges.html

The Wider Church

�Join the Abendmusik Vesper Choir for our 16th season as we present a Thanksgiving Vespers with a
worshipful programme of music, spoken word and silence. Saturday, September 30th, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. at the
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church in Abbotsford, and on Sunday, October 1st, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. at Knox United
Church, Vancouver.

MCC   With the relief sale coming up September 15-16, our church’s sole contribution this year will be our
attendance and of course the Penny Power project.  A contribution by the children in our church, you are
requested to drop your spare pennies in the labelled jar by the door of the sanctuary on your way out.  This year’s
funds collected will be matched by CIDA 4:1 and used to fund Canada Foodgrains Bank growing projects in
Sudan.

10th Anniversary of the MCC Refugee Food Bank 1996 - 2006.  You are invited to a Dessert Evening
Saturday, September 30th, 2006 at 7:00 pm at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church (7155 Sherbrooke Street,
Vancouver) to celebrate ten years of ministry of the MCC Refugee Food Bank. Come enjoy desserts, both sweet
and savory.  Visit with present and past clients, volunteers, and Refugee Office personnel.  Rudy Froese, who
was pastor at Sherbrooke Church when the Food Bank started in 1996, will speak, and some of the people who
have received help from the Food Bank will give testimonies.

Hello sisters and brothers at PGIMF, this is Mark
Northey. I would like to invite you all to my
Baptism! On Sunday, Sept. 17th, 9 a.m. I will be
baptised at St. Nina's Orthodox Mission.  We will
meet at St. George's Anglican Church, 2950 Laurel
Street (at 14 Ave.).  I would be blessed to see you
there!

Greetings brothers & sisters: Please let me know your interest in the following areas: 
• To be involved in a home group 
• To host a group (provide space to meet) 
• To lead a group 

• Finding a group that is already meeting in
your area 

Please get back to us and we will do everything possible to accommodate you. 
Shalom, Herb 
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MCC Festival and Relief Sale featuring auction, live music, children’s area, food and crafts booths, and of
course, the famous mainstage quilt auction. Next weekend, Friday September 15th from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm, and
Saturday September 16th from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. at the Tradex at the Abbotsford Airport. 

musica intima vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong on Sunday September 24th at 7:30
pm.  Please join St. Philip's Anglican Church in this musical event.  By donation, at 3737 W. 27th Ave,
Vancovuer.  For more information call 604-224-3238.

Pacific Theatre presents the acclaimed, one-woman show, LILIA!  The indomitable Lilia Skala comes to life in
a deeply personal celebration of a life in the theatre. Buoyed by a resolute faith, the Austrian stage actress flees
the Third Reich and finds herself labouring in a New York zipper factory before working her way back to
Broadway and the silver screen—eventually to star in the acclaimed Lilies of the Field.  Television fanatics of the
1960s may remember her in Green Acres and the ‘80s generation in the movie Flashdance  Lilia Skala refused to
be impeded by the political and social pressures she faced in early twentieth-century Europe, despite numerous
obstacles: her gender, her ambition, her conservative parents, her inter-faith marriage with a Jewish man during
the rise of the Third Reich.  All performances at Pacific Theatre 1420 W 12th Ave (at Hemlock St), Vancouver. 
Show runs from September 20 – October 7 Wednesdays-Saturdays 8 pm, Saturday matinees 2 pm, Preview Sept.
20 & 21, 8 pm;  Talk Back Nights – discussion with Libby Skala after the show: Friday, Sept. 29 and Friday, Oct
. 6.Subscribe now - for tickets call the box office at 604.731.5518 or click on: www.pacifictheatre.org  

MennoLetter from Jerusalem   See the bulletin board in the hall for the latest Mennoletter written by Dr. Glenn
Witmer of MC Canada's witness program in Jerusalem.  His ministry primarily educates visitors from all nations
about the roots of biblical conflict and life in this land, especially for the few thousand Christians who remain in
the Holy Land, precariously forgotten and with little hope of remembrance by the Western world.  This issue
focusses on the false teachings of Christian Zionism and its violent effects on the people who subscribe to its
tenets. See the issue also for information about the tour to Israel next May for pastors and bible students led by
Dr. Witmer. 

The Church and Affordable Housing  
The Lower Mainland, despite awards for liveability, is rapidly becoming unliveable for moderate and low-
income parishioners and neighbours.  More than 55,000 Lower Mainland households are at critical risk of
losing their homes because they pay more than 50% of their income for shelter.  Homelessness has doubled
since 2002, and 70% of people working in Vancouver cannot afford to buy a house there.    

Providentially, local congregations and church agencies have supported safe, clean, affordable and supportive
housing for a variety of target populations.  However, more needs to be done, and this has led to this
conference to launch a movement.  On Saturday, October 24th from 9am to 5pm at Broadway Church, you are
invited to attend together with members of the Christian community, government and secular agencies, a
meeting to start the dialogue on how best to create partnerships with the church at large to support housing
options for our city.  

Topics would address: 
• Congregations interested in better stewarding their property (ie parking lot)
• Congregations looking to partner in "doing something" about homelessness
• Congregationsl looking to keep their young families and seniors from having to move
• homeowners wanting to increase their equity while lowering others' housing costs
• Renters looking to own and Christians interested in intentional community arrangements 

Come see what God is making possible.  For more information or to register, please call Jonathan at 778-881-
2137 or visit www.cityinfocus.ca  .
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LITANY
When the world is in tumult and peace is shattered 

We turn our hearts to you, O God.
When hearts are breaking and minds are confused

We turn our hearts to you, O God.
When words fail and love is frustrated
We turn our hearts to you, O God.

When anger rises and hostility surrounds us 
We turn our hearts to you, O God.

When the way is unknown and the path dimly lit
We turn our hearts to you, O God.

When we turn our hearts to you, O God,
You hear the cries of your people, and answer in love.

SCRIPTURE 
Selections from the Psalms

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
Be gracious to me, and answer me.
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”
Your face, Lord, do I seek.
Do not hide your face from me.” (Ps 27)

Be gracious unto me, O Lord, for I am in distress;
My eye wastes away from grief,
My soul and body also.
For my life is spent with sorrow,
And my years with sighing;
My strength fails because of my misery,
And my bones waste away. (Ps 31)

As a father has compassion for his children,
So you have compassion for those who fear you.
As a mother comforts her child,
So you comfort us, O God.
For you know how we were made.
You remember that we are dust.
As for mortals, their days are like grass;

They flourish like a flower of the field;
For the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
And its place knows it no more. (Ps 103 with Isaiah
66:13)

The sorrows of death encompassed me
And the pains of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered in distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray, save my life!” (Ps 116)

I lift up my eyes to the hills –
From whence will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
The Lord will keep you from all evil;
He will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out
and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore. (Ps 121)

Proverbs 22

1A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
   and favour is better than silver or gold.
2The rich and the poor have this in common:
   the Lord is the maker of them all.
3The clever see danger and hide;
   but the simple go on, and suffer for it.

4The reward for humility and fear of the Lord
   is riches and honour and life.
5Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse;
   the cautious will keep far from them.
6Train children in the right way,
   and when old, they will not stray.
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7The rich rules over the poor,
   and the borrower is the slave of the lender.
8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,
   and the rod of anger will fail.
9Those who are generous are blessed,
   for they share their bread with the poor.
10Drive out a scoffer, and strife goes out;
   quarrelling and abuse will cease.
11Those who love a pure heart and are gracious in
speech
   will have the king as a friend.
12The eyes of the Lord keep watch over knowledge,
   but he overthrows the words of the faithless.
13The lazy person says, ‘There is a lion outside!
   I shall be killed in the streets!’
14The mouth of a loose woman is a deep pit;
   he with whom the Lord is angry falls into it.
15Folly is bound up in the heart of a boy,
   but the rod of discipline drives it far away.
16Oppressing the poor in order to enrich oneself,
   and giving to the rich, will lead only to loss.

17   The words of the wise:

Incline your ear and hear my words,
   and apply your mind to my teaching;
18for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you,

   if all of them are ready on your lips.
19So that your trust may be in the Lord,
   I have made them known to you today—yes, to you.
20Have I not written for you thirty sayings
   of admonition and knowledge,
21to show you what is right and true,
   so that you may give a true answer to those who sent
you?

22Do not rob the poor because they are poor,
   or crush the afflicted at the gate;
23for the Lord pleads their cause
   and despoils of life those who despoil them.
24Make no friends with those given to anger,
   and do not associate with hotheads,
25or you may learn their ways
   and entangle yourself in a snare.
26Do not be one of those who give pledges,
   who become surety for debts.
27If you have nothing with which to pay,
   why should your bed be taken from under you?
28Do not remove the ancient landmark
   that your ancestors set up.
29Do you see those who are skilful in their work?
   They will serve kings;
   they will not serve common people.

Psalm 146

1Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

3Do not put your trust in princes,
   in mortals, in whom there is no help.
4When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
   on that very day their plans perish.

5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the Lord their God,
6who made heaven and earth,
   the sea, and all that is in them;

who keeps faith for ever;
7   who executes justice for the oppressed;
   who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
   the Lord loves the righteous.
9The Lord watches over the strangers;
   he upholds the orphan and the widow,
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

10The Lord will reign for ever,
   your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord! 
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James 2:1-17

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of
favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice
of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a
seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you
say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 4have you not
made distinctions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him?
6But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich
who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into
court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent
name that was invoked over you?

8 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law
according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’ 9But if you show partiality, you

commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
11For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if
you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of
liberty. 13For judgement will be without mercy to
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgement.

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save
you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, 16and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace;
keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?
17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Mark 7:24-37

24 From there he set out and went away to the region of
Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,
25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and
bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to
cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her,
‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28But she
answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat
the children’s crumbs.’ 29Then he said to her, ‘For
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your
daughter.’ 30So she went home, found the child lying
on the bed, and the demon gone.

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went
by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they
begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and
said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ 35And
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered
them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and
the mute to speak.’ 


