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September 11 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  This week we welcome everyone back to a new school
year - both residents at the Menno Simons Centre, and all students everywhere.  Today’s service will be led by
Veronica Dyck; we will be led in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and
Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later, we will hear from Evan Kreider who will welcome us to the possibilities
that a new year brings, with a message from Romans. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge
after the service.  Parents with small children, please note child-minding is available on the second and last
Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday    On September 4th, Andre Pekovich concluded the summer's series of sermons on Women in
the Bible with one story about the prophet Deborah (Judges 4.1-16).  Deborah was yet another woman viewed
as a paradigm of faithfulness in Judges (whereas some male judges were seriously flawed, such as Samson). 
Deborah held court under her palm tree, from which she gave her judgments, thereby helping to keep the peace
within Israel.  When the time was propitious for Israel's 12 tribes to challenge King Jabin in battle, she
summoned warriors from the 12 tribes to gather under the military leadership of Barak (who agreed to take on
this risky venture only if Deborah came along).  Only 6 tribes sent soldiers, so the army was less substantial
than hoped.  King Jabin sent his General Sisera to subdue Israel's disorganized men, providing them superior
weapons, including chariots made of iron (not just wood).  The military odds
were against the Jews, but an unexpected blinding rain and ensuing flash flood
mired the heavy chariots in mud, Baal (their god of storms) had let them down,
and the army fled in disorder.  General Sisera fled on foot, not to Heber, but
rather Heber's wife Jael (Heber worshiped local gods but Jael still feared
Yahweh).  Jael provided Sisera a place to sleep in her tent, but then drove a
tent peg through his temples.  Andre then spoke on a second woman, Pilate's
unnamed wife (Matthew 27.19) who frequently traveled with Pilate and served
as his political adviser.  When Jesus was brought before Pilate, his wife most
unexpectedly sent him an urgent message, advising that he free Jesus because
she felt he was innocent.  This sage advice was ignored, and the consequences
were considerable.  Although this series has now concluded, there are still
more than 100 women cited in the bible for their contributions to the development of Jewish culture,
nationhood, and religious development, both in the Old Testament and New.  The ministry of Jesus was
unthinkable without the logistical and financial support of women who remained, as society then dictated, in
the background.  Historians now understand that the early church surely would have ceased to exist had women
not championed the new religion.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
September 18 Kevin Hiebert The Faith of Scientists: Einstein, Mandelbrot
September 25 Jim Neudorf PGIMF 25  Anniversaryth

October 2 TBA
October 9 Evan Kreider Thanksgiving service of worship and prayers

The Wider Church     
MB Mission Pray for Bob & Chris Davis as they have a part in teaching the Bible to children and adults and
teaching English to the 40 students who live at the Center. Pray as they continue construction of the new
Dining Hall and Kitchen at the Changed Life Training Center. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Abendmusik Vespers
After the service and during
lunch, there will be a
mailing party for
Abedmusik Vespers
upcoming concert.  All
welcome to join us in the
lounge to lick and stuff!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


MCC   There are only two weeks left for government matching for
donations made to the MCC East Africa Drought response.  MCC
has received over $500,000 in BC and over $2 million in Canada in
donations for the East Africa Drought response. All donations
given to MCC until Sept. 16th will be matched one to one by the
Canadian government. Please continue to visit our website for
updated information and worship resources: http://bc.mcc.org

The MCC Surrey Thrift Shop is accepting applications for a part
time (four days per week) Receiver / Sorter / Driver. For a

complete job posting and more information visit bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/workwithmcc or contact Marie
Reimer at (e-mail available from webmaster) or call 604 850 6639.

Regent College Public Lecture series   The Regent College series of free public lectures begins again this fall
with John Stackhouse & Meera Bai speaking on Why Christians Should Help Addicts Shoot Up: A Defense of
Safe Injection Sites.  This event will also be broadcast over Regent Audio and takes place in the chapel of
Regent College Wednesday, October 5, beginning at 8:00pm.  Come early for a good seat!. 

Mennonite Church Canada  Mennonite Church Canada Learning Tour of Israel and Palestine and Christ at
the Checkpoint Conference Package.  You are invited to participate in a special tour and conference package to
get to know the people, churches, and the land of Israel-Palestine.  The tour will be led by Glenn Edward
Witmer, former Mennonite Church Witness worker in Israel and tour leader with MennoJerusalem. Visit sacred
sites of biblical importance, learning first-hand about the land and its people, and learn about on-the-ground
insights and presentations from church leaders at a conference hosted by Bethlehem Bible College, a MC-
Canada partner. The Christ at the Checkpoint Conference, in Bethlehem during March 5-9, equips the
Christians, pastors, and lay leaders to:
*       understand Scripture in a Palestinian context and encounter “realities on the ground” in the Holy Land
*       discuss the theological importance of peace and justice in an Evangelical context
Tour dates: Feb. 25 - Mar 9, 2012 Contact Gord Janzen, Mission Partnership Facilitator at MC-Canada, or see
www.mennojerusalem.org for more information or to register. 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   The MHSBC's Annual Fundraising Banquet
will be held on Saturday, October 15th, 2011 at 6:00 pm in the Emmanuel
Mennonite Church.  Our topic "Reforging Mennonite Kulaks:  The Experience of
Mennonite Exiles at Siberian Special Settlements (1930-1933)."  With Dr. Colin
Neufeldt, Assistant professor of History at Concordia University College of
Alberta.  Tickets $25 from the MHSBC office, 604-853-6177.  

Regent College    Fall 2011 Evening school begins again at Regent College September 12 .  You are welcometh

to join stimulating courses during the Fall and Winter terms. Since your days are busy, these are offered from
6:30–9:30pm for credit or non-credit. Featuring Donna Dinsmore, Rikk Watts, Bruce Marchfelder, Ross
Hastings, Hans Boersma, Laurel Gasque and more. Come feed your spirit and nurture your mind with an
evening course at Regent College.  For more information or to register, see:
www.regent-college.edu/academics/afterhours/evening_school.html 

Mennonite Disaster Service   You are invited to the fall MDS dessert evenings featuring a celebration of
Christian service.  Hear reports from youth groups and others who served in Kingcome Inlet, BC, this past
spring and summer, assisting in clean-up and housing restoration following flooding in the coastal valley. 
There will be dessert and an opportunity to support the MDS ministry.  Oct 1, 6:30 PM, First United Mennonite
Church, 659 East 52nd Ave, Vancouver BC.  For more information contact board members Dan Zehr or
Waldimar Neufeld (phone numbers available from webmaster upon request.)

Pacific Theatre   begins its new season again with Tuesdays with Morrie, a play by Jeffrey Hatcher and Mitch
Albom, featuring Glen Pinchin and Ken Hildebrandt.  A weekly visit to keep a promise becomes Morrie
Schwartz’s master-class on life.  Run Sept. 14-24 at Pacific Theatre, 1440 W. 12  Ave. and tickets areth

available online at https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org or by phone at 604-731-5518.  See the website at
www.pacifictheatre.org for more details, specials and showings.

 

The Annual General Meeting of the
Pacific Centre for Discipleship
Association will be held on Tuesday,
September 20th, 2011 in the chapel of
the Menno Simons Centre at 7:00 p.m. 
Anyone interested in the Centre is
welcome to attend. 

A coziness between the
church and state is good
for the state and bad for
the church.
         -   Philip Yancey

http://bc.mcc.org
http://www.mennojerusalem.org
http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/afterhours/evening_school.html
http://www.pacifictheatre.org


Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the1

purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in2

eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,3

and those who abstain must not pass judgement on
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are4

you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

 Some judge one day to be better than another, while5

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe6

the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in
honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.

 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to7

ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we8

die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end9

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or10

sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgement
seat of God. For it is written,11

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me,
   and every tongue shall give praise to God.’

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.   12

[NRSV]

To: All congregations in Mennonite Church Canada
From: Dan Dyck on behalf of Tamara Petkau

I forward this message to you on behalf of Tamara Petkau, who is appealing for help to extend the Canadian government's
1:1 matching donor program to address the famine in East Africa. Tamara is a member of Carman Mennonite Church, and
currently attends Charleswood Mennonite Church in Winnipeg, MB.  As a new mother the images and stories of starving
children in the media motivated her to encourage a stronger and extended government response. Please see the personal
request from her below, and a template letter attached.  Mennonite Church Canada commends to you Tamara's grass roots
leadership and appeal for your action. She would be pleased if you can help get this request out to as many people as
possible, both within and beyond your congregation.

Tamara's message to you:

I am sending a letter template to encourage churches and individuals to ask the Canadian government for an
extension on the 1:1 donor matching program which is ending on September 16, 2011.  I am hoping churches
can make an announcement this Sunday asking individuals to write their own letter, or sign a copy of the one
attached. Would it be possible to have the letter forwarded to churches? I realize we are up against a bit of a
deadline!  If you or anyone else have further questions/comments I can be reached by email at (e-mail addres
avaialble from webmaster upon request. )

Thanks for all your help,
Tamara Petkau 

______________________________________________________________

Dear Prime Minister Stephen Harper:

We applaud the Canadian government for having made the decision to match Canadian donations for East Africa famine
relief on a dollar for dollar basis until September 16, 2011.  However, as the famine in East Africa worsens, we would
respectfully request that the time period for matching funds be extended indefinitely to maximize relief efforts.

We would also ask that Canada continue to exercise a leadership role in urging the international community, especially
the African countries, to respond to this urgent humanitarian crisis.

Yours Sincerely,



Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if21

another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven

times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but,22

I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason23

the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
When he began the reckoning, one who owed24

him ten thousand talents was brought to him;
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to25

be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. So the26

slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave27

released him and forgave him the debt. But that28

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;

and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and29

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and30

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,31

they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned him and said to him,32

‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not33

have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed34

him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do35

to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”    [NRSV]

Psalm 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within1

me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all2

his benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your3

diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns4

you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good as long as you live so5

that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The Lord works vindication and justice for all6

who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to7

the people of Israel.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger8

and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his9

anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,10

nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so11

great is his steadfast love toward those who fear
him;

as far as the east is from the west, so far he12

removes our transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children, so13

the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.    
For he knows how we were made; he remembers14

that we are dust.

As for mortals, their days are like grass; they15

flourish like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its16

place knows it no more.

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from17

everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant and remember to18

do his commandments.
The Lord has established his throne in the19

heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.

Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty20

ones who do his bidding, obedient to his spoken
word.

Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers that do21

his will.
Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his22

dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
[NRSV]


