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September 12, 2004

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, and welcome to the students who have returned to
the Menno Simons Centre for another year of school.  This morning, our service will be led by Andre Pekovich;
J. Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will
hear from Wayne Bremner whose talk will be on “The Land, the People and the Promise” from Isaiah 58:1-8. 
 Children’s church will feature “a commitment to Bible verse memory” after the children’s story which will be
told by Cynthia Friesen.  Sunday School will be led by Cynthia Friesen (yes, there are three of her!) and Mark
Northey, while the preschoolers will be taught by Katy Garden, and Nadine Neudorf and Janice Kreider will be
with the toddlers in the nursery.  Please stay with us after the service for a potluck barbeque hosted by the
church featuring Mennonite sausage and veggie burger and some of the best fellowship you are likely to find this
side of the grave. 

Last Sunday:   On Labour Day Sunday, Mark Greenstreet spoke on slavery, and it turns out he is not in favour of
it, despite what some of his students might think.  The only deeply personal letter in the Pauline letters, (as
opposed to doctrinal letter to a church), Paul is seen interceding for Onesimus (“useless”) to the slave-owner and
friend Philemon who was wronged by Onesimus, even to the point of saying “if he owes you anything, charge me
(Paul)”. He doesn’t want to betray his trust to his friend Philemon, and he does not want to harbour an escaped
slave, especially not with Christ’s return imminent. However, he also reminds Philemon that it is because of Paul
and Christ that Philemon has eternal life.  Mark sees this as a model for individual behaviour in the church, held
to the higher standard God expects: “You are all children of God...there is neither Jew nor Greek , slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ”(Gal 3).   Paul never said the church should be more
restrictive or hierarchical than the society it lived in.  Mark contrasts this with people today who quote Paul to
encourage the church to be more hierarchical than the society around it.  Paul’s language of expectation to
Philemon is very clever in its encouragement to treat Onesimus differently from the way he would be treated by
others - the slave whom Philemon will want to punish is the same brother in Christ who Philemon will be
spending eternity with.  Paul leaves the decision to Philemon.  What happened?  We don’t know - there was no
2Philemon letter for us to refer to.  But we can guess the letter wasn’t just ripped up.  And in the second century
after Christ lived a bishop named Onesimus who helped assemble the canon of writings that became the Bible. 
Could it be...?  So too are we left with a decision - redemption or revenge?  How will we treat those around us -
forever? [AP] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers

September 19 Peter Nosco The Road to Emmaus
September 26 John & Erna Friesen 18th Anniversary Celebration of PGIMF
October 3 Diet Neufeld -
October 10 Liturgical Service Thanksgiving

� There is still some firewood in the back yard - U-haul, U-split, U-enjoy the fruits of your labour this winter.
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Entertainment 2004-05
are now here.   Get yours
by calling Hilda
Hildebrand
Books are $46. Proceeds
($8) go to support the
Menno Simons Centre.

MCC Relief Sale

PGIMF is once again sponsoring a cappuccino booth.  The sale will take place next weekend (Friday evening
from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm and Saturday from roughly 8:30 am to 4:30 pm). The booth has proved to be a
tremendous success, raising nearly $2000 last year (about 1/2 of 1% of total funds raised by the sale!) You
are invited to help make it another raging success and contribute your time and/or baking talents to the booth.
We are looking for: 
• 8-10 people to staff the booth one or both days (plenty of help allows people to come and go to visit

the sale) 
• a nice cabinet or other decoration to conduct the sales and the brewing from
• baked goods such as squares or slices to be sold at the booth 
A professional machine has been arranged, so making professional cappuccinos and mochas is a snap even
for those with no experience, and our sales will go to supporting Generations at Risk: MCC's multi-million
dollar project to support people living with HIV/AIDS all over the world in projects like:
• Christian prevention programs and youth centre in Botswana,
• AIDS support programs in Cambodia, 
• an orphanage for babies born to HIV-positive mothers in Russia, 
• and church-sponsored education and prevention programs in Zimbabwe. 

All that's missing is your participation - friends and relatives and budding baristas welcome! Please contact
Paul Thiessen at 604-266-1019 or by e-mail at  with details of how you can help. 

Sunday School: This Sunday is back to (Sunday) school day for the kids. Our
story time during the service gets back into full swing and Karl is perfectly
willing to have other people tell a story too (hint, hint).  Adults, get your dibs in
early on a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or older
kids by calling:
• Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen)  for 3–5 year olds and nursery 0–2,
• Cynthia Friesen  for 6–8 year olds, and 
• Mark Northey for 9 and over.  
We welcome all efforts to train our children up in the way that they should go.

Angela Ekkert writes:   “Thanks for your updates Andre, specially about the upcoming
potluck and  church services.  Incidentally, I thought it was rather ironic, that in the paragraph that
you write about the next church topic being on "forgotten" Palestinian Christians, [and in the  next]
there is an 'encouragement' for people to help with Sunday School. It seems we have our own 'forgotten christians' at home.  (That was a bit
tongue-in-cheek, but not really! ;P)”

“I think we hugely underestimate, as a general mistake, our responsibility to kids...here in Korea it is dramatically better, but there is
always more preparation that goes into the service for adults than the service for children. I wonder about this.”

����Thanks to all who participated in the last art show in the chapel. The pictures are removed and can be picked
up in the confession booth at the back of the chapel. The next exhibit will feature "Silk Painting". If you have
anything fitting in this category please contact Hildegard. The artisan show - embroidery etc. will follow
afterwards.

Prayer Request   Heather’s sister Liane is newly married, and Nathan is just back from a rotation in Nanaimo. 
Please remember Heather and Nathan Schneidereit as Nathan seeks God’s will in choosing a fellowship in
colorectal surgery in the U.S. and they consider uprooting their families for a year.  
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The Wider Church
MBMSI   MIRACLE NEEDED.  Please pray today for Marcos Silas & Djane Costa e Silva, MBMS International
workers from Brazil – anticipating their move to Angola. Ask God for yet another miracle and grant the visas for
this young, energetic couple, with “bags packed” and passionate to begin their work in Angola. Pray for the
Consulate General of Angola, in Rio de Janeiro, that his heart will be favorable toward the Costa e Silvas.

Thomas Merton & Gregorian Chant   Free Public Talk - Fri. Sept. 17, 2004, 7:30 p.m. Vancouver
Public Library, Central Branch, 350 W. Georgia St.  Joseph Anderson, founding member of Peregrine
Medieval Vocal Ensemble will explore the spirituality of Gregorian chant in the monastic tradition, and
consider Merton's own reflections on his experience of chant. Co-sponsored by the Vancouver Public
Library and the Thomas Merton Society of Canada. Everyone welcome!  Then on Saturday September 18
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm come to the....

...Gregorian Chant Workshop Singing the Vespers: A Gregorian Chant Practicum in The Great Hall,
Canadian Memorial Church & Centre for Peace, 1825 W. 16th Avenue at Burrard.  Learn examples of
the core genres of Gregorian chant (psalmody, antiphons, hymns, responses) and their role in cultivating
contemplation in this one-day workshop. Explore the relationship of chant to other forms of
contemplative practice, and at the end of the day, we will chant the office of Vespers together. This
workshop is open both to singers and to those just discovering their voices. Registration: Please call
Susan Cowan or Judith Hardcastle, Thomas Merton Society of Canada, at 604-669-2546 or by email at

 or . Cost: $65/non-members and $50/TMSC members
(lunch included). 

MDS - SPECIAL NOTE: We are in need of funds now more than ever. Our Administrative Coordinator, Kevin
King said today that he fears people will grow weary of hearing of hurricanes and stop giving. Already our
phones aren't ringing like they were at our offices. We'll announce plans for volunteers in just a few weeks.
Meanwhile, construction is continuing at the Arcadia, FL site to make it ready to serve as a staging area as soon
as possible. We are watching Ivan closely and are prepared to respond if needed.  Donate to MDS, Box 2038
Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. Or toll free 1-866-261-1274 or donate on line: www.mds.mennonite.net ( click on
donate in Canada)

Canadian Mennonite University   September 24-25: CMU Homecoming Weekend including decade
reunions for classes ending in "4" (e.g. 1964, 74, 84 etc.). More info available at www.cmu.ca

Isaiah 58:1-12

True Fasting 

1 "Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 
Raise your voice like a trumpet. 
Declare to my people their rebellion 
and to the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 For day after day they seek me out; 
they seem eager to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that does what is right 
and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 
They ask me for just decisions 
and seem eager for God to come near them. 
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3 'Why have we fasted,' they say, 
'and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, 
and you have not noticed?' 

"Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
and exploit all your workers. 
4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today 
and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, 
only a day for a man to humble himself? 
Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed 
and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? 
Is that what you call a fast, 
a day acceptable to the LORD ? 

6 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter- 

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 
you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

"If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; 
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

[NIV]

Amos 5:1-2, 7-15

A Lament and Call to Repentance 

1 Hear this word, O house of Israel, this lament I take
up concerning you: 

2 "Fallen is Virgin Israel, 
never to rise again, 
deserted in her own land, 
with no one to lift her up." 
7 You who turn justice into bitterness 
and cast righteousness to the ground 
8 (he who made the Pleiades and Orion, 
who turns blackness into dawn 
and darkens day into night, \
who calls for the waters of the sea 
and pours them out over the face of the land- 
the LORD is his name- 
9 he flashes destruction on the stronghold 
and brings the fortified city to ruin), 
10 you hate the one who reproves in court 
and despise him who tells the truth. 

11 You trample on the poor 
and force him to give you grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
you will not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your offenses 
and how great your sins. 

You oppress the righteous and take bribes 
and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 
13 Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such times, 
for the times are evil. 

14 Seek good, not evil, 
that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
on the remnant of Joseph. [NIV]


