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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship and a special welcome to all students at the Menno Simons

Centre who are attending our service today for the first time.  Today our service will be led in worship by Wes

Smith,  in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher. 

Later we will hear from Ken Friesen.  Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child

care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we

welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from

one of our many angels who are called to care.  Please join us in the dining room after the service for our annual

potluck welcome barbeque for the new students at MSC. All are welcome whether you bring something or not -

there is always plenty of food!

Last Sunday    Evan Kreider, in his message on Matthew 18:15-22 quoted Scottish minister William Barclay,

who insisted that these difficult and legalistic words are almost certainly not Jesus’ original words.  For instance,

Jesus could not have said “Take it to the church” (v. 17), because there was no church as yet.  Barclay notes

Jesus’ words sets tax collectors and Gentiles aside as unredeemable, but later passages in Matthew note that these

are exactly the people Jesus was called to save.  Critically, Barclay states this passage implies limits to

forgiveness. Evan, in examining discipline in the church, nevertheless found his faith strengthened in the wisdom

of some of the added words.  He pointed out that limits to forgiveness exist only in people’s minds and our social

constructions, not in faith.  Using examples from his university, Evan contrasted secular practice with the wisdom

in the text.  The wisdom of the added text suggests that when you are angry, first put your complaint into words

rather than brooding about it.  Then meet face-to-face to resolve it.  Last, take an elder (read: mature) person with

you, not to bear witness against someone (Deut. 19:15), but to help you to listen, to discuss what was heard, and

for support.  Evan pointed out that the Deuternomic model destroys secular institutions, and would destroy the

church if we allowed it in.  He further notes that the last suggestion - to “take it before the whole church” - should

rarely be used, and only for major sin that affects the whole church, not just a few individuals. Jesus argued

against legalism.  Let the Holy Spirit help us not to bring it into the church with us in the guise of the words of

Jesus. [AP] 

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

September 21 Karl Brown PGIMF 22nd anniversary

September 28 Roy Bell -

October 5 James Wittenberg Romans 14

October 12 J Evan Kreider Thanksgiving service

OOOO  New The Hintzes have a new e-mail address - you can contact them at (available from webmaster)

        e-mails Erin Teichroeb has joined our e-mail group and can be contacted at (available from webmaster) 

Joel Teichroeb has also joined and can be contacted at (available from webmaster) 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Food groups   There is no greater measure of our church than

the quality of its food and the constancy of its food groups. Our

willingness to provide coffee and goodies after every single

service and to share our magnificent lunches with all who walk

in the doors once a month are truly the stuff of community and

fellowship such as is not often found elsewhere in the world.

Hopefully you’ve all received your new "food group” lists.

Thanks to all in the September group who are willing to make

this happen on short notice.  Additional food group lists will be

available in case you are unable to print yours out. Copies will

not be placed in each mail slot unless you request one. 

Blessings to each and every stomach at PGIMF!

++++Abendmusik    You are all invited to a magnificent and

worshipful time for the Abendmusik Choir’s  Thanksgiving

Vespers to kick off the 22nd season of this group.  Offering

taken, all donations to benefit the Menno Simons Centre.   Saturday October 4th at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel Free

Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Rd, Abbotsford and Sunday October 5th at Knox United Church, 5600

Balaclava St.

PGIMF 22nd Anniversary service On September 21st, come help us celebrate 22 years of our“democratic

fellowship of believers”. If you know anybody who should be invited, please make sure they know about this

event. Everyone welcome!

Vancouver Cantata Singers need volunteer help with a number of activities, and are assembling a pool of

volunteers on whom to call when help is needed. Specifically, help will be needed with things like: mailouts,

concert front of house help, flyer distribution, etc... If you are interested in volunteering, please let Eric know. 

FFFFChurch list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s

information of which you are aware.  If you are a new attender and wish to be on the church list, please feel free

to add your information to the list.  You will be given a mailbox and added to the church e-mail list  All are

welcome!

‚Leanne Heinrichs, former resident of the Menno Simons Centre mentions that Mark Northey's sister Joylin

Northey is looking for a bachelor or 1-bedroom for the end of Sept. Though a UBC student, she would prefer to

be on the east side to be closer to her job, she still attends Langley Mennonite Fellowship, is a quiet and

responsible tenant, and comes highly recommended.  If anyone knows of a place, would they please let Joylin

know at 778-898-4660 or at (available from webmaster)

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Richard & Hazel Funk are MBMS International workers in Austria. Pray for their visits to churches in

Austria and Bavaria this month with Ray Harms-Wiebe, program director for MBMSI will be enriching as they

set direction for the churches, and for their work.

Film with Fran is a film discussion group hosted by Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd, Richmond)

and led by Fran Argent, a Regent College student, that takes place once a month featuring a free film, snack and

discussion, and held in the Fireside Room at Peace Church.  On Friday Oct 3 at 7:00 pm, the feature is O

Brother, Where Art Thou, a Coen brothers comedy set in the 1930s Deep South and very loosely based on

Homer's Odyssey: three escaped convicts search for buried treasure. With its great bluegrass and gospel music

the soundtrack was as popular as the movie.  All welcome!

MCC Relief Sale   

Paul Thiessen invites you  to participate at

the MCC Relief Sale in running the

cappuccino booth Friday, September 19th

from 5 pm - 9 pm, and Saturday, September

20th from 8 am - 3 pm. Some have already

volunteered to join us, but we can always use

more people.  No experience is necessary,

either in making or drinking coffee. Others

are invited to join us from other churches as

well. If you would be willing to volunteer

your time to this worthwhile endeavour,

please let Paul or Andre know? The monies

raised go toward the many worthwhile

projects MCC carries out around the world. 



Regent College    The 2008 Laing Lectures at Regent College this year feature Walter Bruggemann, in a series

entitled The Church in Joyous Obedience: Biblical Expositions, hosted by John G. Stackhouse, Jr.   Bruggemann

asks: what insight and challenge can the ancient Hebrew text of the Old Testament offer the faith, life and

practice of the contemporary church? In three lectures, he will consider texts from the Exodus narrative, the

Jeremiah oracle and the Isaiah sequence of texts in the hope that they “may summon and engage and reassure the

church in its demanding missional stance, permitting the church to live faithfully amid hegemonic ideologies that

suck the life out of our socioeconomic neighborhoods.”   Phew!  Wednesday, October 8 at 7:30 pm features From

Exodus to Sinai: The Journey to the Common Good while Thursday, October 9 at 11:30 am will be entitled

Boasting in Power or Boasting in God?  Jeremiah’s Either/Or of Public Faith.  At 7:30 pm the talk is Receiving

Salvation and Doing Justice: From Vision to Imperative in Isaiah. 

The BC Mennonite Women’s Retreat “Wonder: The Call to Living Creatively”with speaker Betty Spackman

will be held at Camp Squeah October 24-26, 2008. Registration is being done through Camp Squeah this year,

please register online before September 28th to receive the early bird discount. Online registration is only

available UNTIL SEPT. 28, after that you must mail in your registration.  For more info contact Dave and Camp

Squeah at 1-800-380-2267 or by e-mail at (available from webmaster)

Psalm 114

1When Israel went out from Egypt,

   the house of Jacob from a people of strange

language,
2Judah became God’s sanctuary,

   Israel his dominion.

3The sea looked and fled;

   Jordan turned back.
4The mountains skipped like rams,

   the hills like lambs.

5Why is it, O sea, that you flee?

   O Jordan, that you turn back?
6O mountains, that you skip like rams?

   O hills, like lambs?

7Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,

   at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8who turns the rock into a pool of water,

   the flint into a spring of water.       [NRSV]

Mennonite World Conference staff will be visiting several area churches to share news of the upcoming

World Conference in Paraguay in 2009. Pakisa Tsamika from the Congo, Cynthia Peacock from India, and

Bert Lobe from Canada will be guests of area churches for a meal and a talk.  Attend the one that suits you.

Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church at 2051 Windsor St,

Clearbrook, on September 24 at 3 pm.   Contact: Laura

Loewen at 604-996-8422.

Sept. 24, Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Eden Mennonite

Church, Chilliwack. Contact - Vern Lobe 824-1488

Sept 25, Thursday at12:30 noon - Lunch gathering at

Yarrow MB Church hosted by Yarrow MC and MB

Churches RSVP to Pastor Barry Lesser at 604-823-4451

6:30 pm First Mennonite Church, Vancouver Begin with

potluck supper at 6:30 and gathering at 7:30 pm Contact -

Ingrid Schultz 321-2131 (ch) 301-9968 (home)

Bert declares “The church is the most significant institution in this time…. It is the instrument or vehicle that God has

chosen for the redemption of the human community. Our problem is that we do not believe this. The church in the Global

South does understand this and is growing. Cynthia and Pakisa will tell their stories to emphasize the significance of the

Anabaptist story and what it means for our global life and witness.  They will share their report and we will have an

informational sessions at 7:30pm.” Please consider attending, it should be a great evening!



Romans 14:1-12

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the

purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 2Some believe in

eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,

and those who abstain must not pass judgement on

those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are

you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is

before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they

will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them

stand.

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully

convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the

day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who

eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to

God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the

Lord and give thanks to God.

7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to

ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we

die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord

of both the dead and the living.

10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or

sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or

sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat

of God. 11For it is written,

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

   and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God

[NRSV]


