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Sept 15, 2002 
 

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Vange Thiessen will be leading the service, 
Andrea Siemens will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano.   
Sue Dudoward will be speaking.  The topic is “Song of Miriam, God provides” from Exodus 15-17. 
Angela Ekkert and Doug Medley will be in charge of the toddlers, Cynthia Friesen will be teaching the 
primary class and Erika Hannan the intermediate class.  There will be tea and coffee after the service.  All are 
welcome. 
 
Last Sunday was our PGIMF service honouring new and returning students, and the start of our new Sunday 
School, complete with barbeque and potluck lunch. After a puppet show about Noah and the ark, Mark 
Greenstreet spoke on Romans 1, a pragmatic letter by someone who was soon going to Rome as a prisoner 
and would soon be relying upon their hospitality if he was to have any food and company.  This intriguing 
chapter speaks of the self-evidence of God through nature (a topic of interest in itself), but Mark's primary 
focus was on Paul's brief discussion of worship.  Paul concludes that people will worship either God the 
Creator or things which have been created or made possible by God.  Paul writes that if people worship God 
the Creator, the consequences will be in accord with the order of nature, but if they worship things, this 
natural order will be upset and consequences are then logical, if not inevitable.  Those consequences are not 
punishments, only the natural course of action.  His main example was drawn from the worship of gods in the 
Roman Empire.  Romans could grab land or sex anywhere they liked because that is what their gods did (gods 
were made in people's images).  For example, by espousing Roman idolatry, certain consequences naturally 
seemed to follow:  ritual sexual acts were carried out between the two genders (and within each gender) in 
temples constructed for those purposes, with people whose lives were devoted to this behavior.  Mark asked 
whether people today are tempted to worship things other than the Creator ("worship is not an option--we all 
do it", but "worship is most dangerous when we don't know we are doing it.").  For example, many have faith 
in science and technology, relegating God only to small corners of the universe which they assume are not yet 
explained by science (as opposed to seeing God as the Creator of natural order which enables science to be 
possible).  We may believe in the pursuit of money, or believe media's insistence that sexual relations lead to 
better personal relations (rather than the other way around).  Paul's challenge still stands, but it is best to 
decide what to worship if you are among Christian believers who have similar values to you and honour God.  
Mark then challenged students to visit various churches, to encounter a variety of worship experiences and 
groups, but most of all, to be aware of what they are worshipping (God, career, intellectual pursuits, sex, good 
causes, fun?)  [JEK]  
 
Sharing and concerns from last Sunday: [Ask the Webmaster for details]. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Pre-service hymn singing starts at 9:45.  We are working our way through the book from 1 to 658.   
 
Birth Notices: A baby boy, Elias Bernard Voth Schmidt, to Krista Voth and Jeremy Schmidt on July 19; a 
baby boy, Chet Gray Thiessen, to Nadine Neudorf and Brandon Thiessen  on August 23 
 
Erna and John Friesen leave on a Mennonite Heritage Cruise September 28 to tour the old colonies of the 
Mennonites in the Ukraine.  They are allowed to bring 140 pounds of aid material.  Children’s clothing in 
good condition and school supplies for children with an emphasis on art supplies may be dropped off at the 
Friesen residence for this purpose. 



 

 
This is the last call for checking the board at the back for your food group membership and making changes if 
necessary.  The list will be formalized in the next week or so. 
 
The phone list will be updated in September.  A copy is posted at the back.  Please add your name or make 
other changes as required on the copy provided or Email Ron Janzen.       
 
Volunteers are needed to teach the primary class September 29 and October 6. 
 
The 2002-03 MCC Resource Catalogue has been placed in the PGIMF office.  For Sunday School teachers 
who are wondering what to teach, this catalogue may be your answer.  The videos, kits, books, papers, etc, 
target specific age groups and cover an amazing breadth of topics.  The resources, which can be borrowed or 
purchased, may be of interest to others too.    
 
The annual Peace Sunday Packet from MCC is on the table at the bulletin board.  The packet includes 
material that may be useful for worship leader, speaker, children’s time, and Sunday School for Peace Sunday 
celebrations which may take place in November. 
 
Henry and Tena Neufeld’s address until shortly before Christmas: c/o Ten Thousand Villages, 238 Old Post 
Road, Petitcodiac, New Brunswick, E4Z 4P2. Telephone: 506- 756-2701; Email address unchanged   
 
Please click on the "CONTRIBUTE" button on our web site or go directly to www.pgimf.org/contribute.htm 
to see new information such as the names (but no phone numbers or e-mail addresses) of the people 
currently filling each Board/Officer position, and links to relevant schedules and other helpful documents 
For example, there are 3 new PDF downloads in the Food Coordinator section: "Food Group Assignments", 
"Guidelines for Food Group Individuals" and "Refreshments Information" so please read these and 
print them out for your reference.  These documents are posted in hard copy by the food group list at the back. 
 
The September 2002 edition of “News and Notes” published by Mennonite Church British Columbia is in 
everyone’s mailboxes at the back as is the “Update” publication from MCC. 
 
Heather Schneidereit’s brother Kameron Louangxay’s film “Long Life, Happiness and Prosperity” is one of 
the films showing at the Vancouver International Film Festival.  The film screens October 8th and 10th at 
Granville 7 Cinema. 
 
Mark and Jen Goerzen (and Gabe and Gus) have a new address: 3359 Beach Avenue, Roberts Creek, BC, 
V0N 2W2; telephone: 604-885-4440; email remains the same [ask the Webmaster if you need it]. 
 
Prayer requests: 
 
From MBMS International: for peace in war-weary Congo and for Murray and Faith Nickel, MBMS 
International missionaries in Congo, who are presently ministering in Canadian churches and returning as a 
family to Congo in January as mission associates with MBMSI. 
 
From BC MB Conference: for Celina Zuniga, wife of Ruben Zuniga, Pastor of the Bakerview Hispanic 
Church in Abbotsford, as she undergoes eye surgery again after a similar unsuccessful procedure 2 years ago. 
 
From the Mennonite Church in Colombia: for their congregations and international workers during the recent 
escalation of violence in their country, which resulted in the threat of deportation of Christian Peacemaker 
Teams. 
  



 

The Wider Church 
 
Abendmusik dates for Thanksgiving Vespers are October 5 at 8:00 p.m. at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 
3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford and October 6 at 8:00 p.m. at Knox United Church, Balaclava at 41st 
in Vancouver. 
 
Herb passes on that a new Christian school has been established in rented facilities at St. Anselm’s Church, 
5210 University Blvd.  Contact Aloha Johnston, Principal, (604-739-1448) or Milissa Hormon, Head Teacher, 
(604-228-0117) for more information.  
 
Scrapbooking retreat at Camp Squeah, November 22-24.  All-in fee is $85.00.  Read the poster on the bulletin 
board to see if you are interested in this rewarding pastime.  Registration forms are there too. 
 
Union Gospel Mission will be hosting three “celebration” banquets at Willingdon Church (Oct 19, Nov 2, 
Nov16).  Details are on the bulletin board. 
 
MCC Supportive Care Services hosts their annual retreat for families who have a member with a disability.  
The retreat will be held at Stillwood Camp and Conference Centre October 11 – 13, 2002.  Students from 
Columbia Bible College will be coming to serve as one-to-one assistants to each person who has a disability. 
Supportive Care Services asks that we encourage these families to attend.  Details on the bulletin board.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moderator: Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Coordinator (bulletins) – Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns: Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114); 

Worship (interim) – J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217); Music – Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 
 


