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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as 

you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. You 

are encouraged to share private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

Last Sunday, Walter Bergen used Psalm 146 to encourage local university students  to consider received 
wisdom, whether from university, from society or from church, with the same skepticism they should reserve 
for all things not borne of God. Noting that 25 years ago it was said that an Asian should not be the pastor 
of a Mennonite congregation, Walter said that his own pastor, April Yamasaki, is now the longest-serving 
pastor in the BC conference. Walter noted one must take a step forward toward God, and only then can 
God guide your path. Those who never try, God cannot help. Walter retold the story of the founding of the 
Menno Simons Centre, of the five couples who committed financially to be missionaries to the academic 
world of UBC. Since then, hundreds have benefitted from their wisdom and boldness, and now the world 
is full of Christian leaders who are as capable of rigorous inquiry as any academic. Walter noted that the 
students would be called on to be leaders in their careers, communities and churches within a decade. Walter 
encouraged them to consider how they wanted to be used by God right now, because their training has 
already begun, and there is little time. Their path may be bumpy, they will be insulted or taken advantage 
of, but they are not to give up their morals or ideals. By example, Walter reviewed the challenges faced by 
Charles Darwin in his discovery of bioturbation, revolutionizing soil science in the process. He also noted how 
received wisdom and self aggrandizement can be so malicious it can cost peoples lives, in the story of Trofim 
Lysenko, a Soviet scientist whose work caused terrible famine, but whose attachment to the Soviet “princes” 
made his influence so powerful, even over biologists like Sergei Vavilov, one whose identification of genetic 
centres of origin assured the world’s genetic diversity, and who founded the world’s largest seed bank in St 
Petersburg. Walter encouraged the students not to put their trust in princes, but in God, for only the truth 
remains when people of imagination and conviction stand firm, and permit God to guide them. [AP]

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
Pastoral Care—Erika Hannan (604-325-5065); Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); 
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

SEPT 16 SERVICE

Speaker: Mike Yankoski
Worship Leader: Rosie Perera  
Song Leader: Michael Thomas 
Pianist: Rosemary Bell

UPCOMING SERVICES

September 23 Kevin Hiebert - Lectionary Texts
September 30 Connie Siedler - Spiritual 
Seasons - Autumn
October 7 Evan Kreider
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Call to Worship

Leader:

O Lord, you are our God;

we will exalt you; we will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things,

plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

ruthless nations will fear you.

Congregation: 

Strong peoples will glorify you; cities of For 

you have been a stronghold to the poor,

a stronghold to the needy in their distress,

a shelter from the storm and a shade from 

the heat.[1]

 [1] Robert I. Vasholz, Calls to Worship (Christian Focus Publications, 2008), 73.

1 Samuel 2:1–8 (NRSV) 

1 Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the Lord; 
my strength is exalted in my God. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
because I rejoice in my victory. 
2 “There is no Holy One like the Lord, 
no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 
3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 
and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
but the feeble gird on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired them-

selves out for bread, 
but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 
The barren has borne seven, 
but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The Lord kills and brings to life; 
he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
he brings low, he also exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 
he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes 
and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
and on them he has set the world. 
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Matthew 25:31–46 (NRSV) 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Philippians 2:1–4 (NRSV) 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

AGM of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association
The Annual General Meeting of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association will be held on Tuesday, 
September 18, 2012 at 7:30 in the Centre’s chapel.  All who are interested in  
learning about the Centre’s recent activities and future plans are welcome to attend.

Diane Ehling is interested in setting up a Sunday School for the children in our church. If you know 
of guests that would like to attend, grandchildren perhaps, please let them know we are trying to 
arrange Sunday School teaching from 10:15-11:15 am. If you are aware of someone that might wish to 
teach, please let Diane know. 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

PERFORMANCES

Nola Shantz, former resident at the Menno Simmons Centre, will be performing Hildegard von 
Bingen’s “Ordo Virtutum”( “The Way of the Virtues”) on Sunday September 16th
 at 3:00 p.m. Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver
TICKETS: $20 advance ($15 seniors, students)
Order from www.brownpapertickets.com or CALL: 1-800- 838-3006
$25 at the door ($20 seniors, students) cash only

“Voices for Peace” Concerts
A free concert featuring cello, chamber music and poetry
September 27, 7:30 PM at Peace Lutheran Church, Abbotsford
September 28, 8 PM at Regent College, Vancouver

Middle East Crisis
MCC continues to respond in the growing crisis in the Middle East.
Shipments of blankets and kits have arrived in Jordan where MCC is responding to refugees. 
In Syria, MCC is distributing food, medicine and fuel. MCC is also increasing its disaster 
preparedness and conflict prevention activities in Lebanon. Please pray with us for peace in this
region and for those who are working so hard to respond to people who are being affected by 
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it. For more information and to donate, visit http://mcccanada.ca/middleeastcrisis 

School kits
Join the School Kit Program organized by Ten Thousand Villages: School kits make a big difference in 
the lives of children who have been affected by war, disaster and poverty. Help teachers and students 
in countries such as Haiti, Iraq and Afghanistan by taking home a fabric bag from Ten Thousand Vil-
lages (or making your own) and returning it filled with: 
4 spiral or perforated notebooks (about 21.5 cm x 27 cm/8.5” x 10.5” and 140 pages) 
4 unsharpened pencils 
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm and 12”) 
12 coloured pencils (in packaging) 
1 large pencil eraser 
Contact your local store for more information about their school kit program. 

The MCC Festival for World
Relief had a great weekend raising over $650,000!! Thanks to all who attended, volunteered and gave. 
To see photos and read a full press release, visit http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/abbotsford-festival

Homestay
MCC BC IVEP urgently needs a host. This is an opportunity for cultural exchange and service! Consider 
opening your home to a Brazilian young adult service worker through MCC BC’s International Volun-
teer Exchange Program (IVEP). Host needed in Metro Vancouver area starting in August
2012 for 4-11 months. A basic hosting allowance is available. Check out IVEP at mcc.org/ivep

Regent College   As the Eurozone crisis, divisive party politics, America’s polarization along religious 
lines, and waves of civil uprisings in the Arab world, this conference offers world-class speakers explor-
ing fresh and meaningful ways of addressing the fractured nature of politics in our world.  Join Regent 
College’s Marketplace Institute and the Centre for Catholic-Evangelical Dialogue this Canadian Thanks-
giving weekend for Faith and Politics in a Fractured World as four prominent Christian thinkers—
Ross Douthat, James K.A. Smith, Peter Leithart, and Hans Boersma—discuss and debate the political 
issues that face the Christian community called to bring reconciliation to an “Age of Fracture.” Hosted 
by John Stackhouse.  Friday, October 5th at 7:00pm - Saturday, October 6 at 4:30pm.  Cost - $88 for 
the weekend.  To register:  go on-line to http://marketplace.regent-college.edu/ or call 604-221-3308


