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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship for our 20th Anniversary celebration service. This
morning, our service will be led by Karl Brown, Veronica Dyck will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany
on the piano and Andre Pekovich is your usher. Later we will hear from Wes and Jodie Smith, the Residence
Coordinators at Menno Simons Centre, who will tell their own story. Sunday school will begin again soon, but
for now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service. Please join us
after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.   

Last Sunday   Karl Brown is PGIMF's Master Storyteller (my title for him, not his). It was therefore fitting that
on September 10, 2006 Karl spoke on storytelling and its role in our spiritual development. Karl feels that a good
storyteller is in fact the servant of a story, not its master. Listeners hear good stories and identify hidden
meanings in them, much as Jesus showed how to approach faith and life by telling them stories. Some stories
teach us how foolish life can be and others how profound simple truths can be. Great stories can touch on things
about life which we might have trouble facing head-on. Writers of scripture recognized the utility of stories for
people of all ages and therefore included them freely (Genesis, Kings, Samuel, Gospels, Acts, etc.) Stories
"reveal life as it is and help us sense how life could be." If a great story grabs our attention, we cannot help but
listening to it and learning from it. We do not expect children to understand stories on various levels just yet, but
later in life they will possibly be able to hang truths on stories they have heard and remembered such as parables
or fables about sour grapes. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 24 J. Evan Kreider 20th Anniversary
October 1 - -
October 8 - Thanksgiving
October 15 Rosie Perera Ruth

����New e-mail Janice Kreider can be reached at (address available from webmaster to those approved)

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Greetings brothers & sisters: Please let me know your interest in the following areas: 
• To be involved in a home group 
• To host a group (provide space to meet) 
• To lead a group 

• Finding a group that is already meeting in
your area 

Please get back to us and we will do everything possible to accommodate you.   Shalom, Herb 
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Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s information
of which you are aware.  New list coming in September!

The Wider Church

����Join the Abendmusik Vesper Choir for our 16th season as we present a Thanksgiving Vespers with a
worshipful programme of music, spoken word and silence. Saturday, September 30th, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. at the
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church in Abbotsford, and on Sunday, October 1st, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. at Knox United
Church, Vancouver.

10th Anniversary of the MCC Refugee Food Bank 1996 - 2006.  You are invited to a Dessert Evening
Saturday, September 30th, 2006 at 7:00 pm at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church (7155 Sherbrooke Street,
Vancouver) to celebrate ten years of ministry of the MCC Refugee Food Bank. Come enjoy desserts, both sweet
and savory.  Visit with present and past clients, volunteers, and Refugee Office personnel.  Rudy Froese, who
was pastor at Sherbrooke Church when the Food Bank started in 1996, will speak, and some of the people who
have received help from the Food Bank will give testimonies.

musica intima vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong on Sunday September 24th at 7:30
pm. Please join St. Philip's Anglican Church in this musical event. By donation, at 3737 W. 27th Ave,
Vancouver. For more information call 604-224-3238.

MCC   MCC’s Thrift Shops are looking for shop managers, assistant managers and a truck driver. For complete
details please contact Wayne Bremner at  or call 1 888 622 6337 or visit www.mcc.org/bc

Heather (Pauls) Murray and Gabriel Murray were married in front of family and friends on May 27 at
Greendale MB Church followed by a fun reception with good food and even dancing. They were legally
married on January 14 at PGIMF in a quiet ceremony for spousal visa deadline purposes. Their new home is
Edinburgh, Scotland, at least for another year and half. Heather is working in book publishing at Luath Press
planning book launches.  Gabriel Murray is from the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State, and grew up
in a cabin in the woods with no electricity. Currently he is writing his PhD in Speech Technology, which
means that he develops computer programs that automatically write down speech and then summarise it. In
his spare time he loves to write songs on his guitar and listen to short wave radio stations from all around the
world. He's looking forward to meeting all of you.  You can reach them at: (address and personal
information available to approved persons by request from Webmaster)

Paul & Candace Martens have had a busy summer - moving, new job, another baby girl.  Terese Eleanor
was born on July 20 in Waco TX, and she is now the lone American in the family. Candace and Terese are
both doing very well, even if it is tougher to find time for the other girls. Beth and Claire are well into 1st
Grade, and Zoe is trying to find her place with less attention from mom and the twins gone for most of the
day. Actually, she is adjusting very well despite the fact that she really misses her friends from Notre Dame
(don't we all!). Paul is teaching Intro to Christian Ethics at Baylor, and next semester will include
Environmental Ethics and the Christian Heritage, besides trying to rework his dissertation into a real
manuscript.  They have finally found a church that they will feel comfortable in as a family (which is
something they did not find in South Bend).  They are at : (address and personal information available to
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Mennonite Historical Society of BC's Annual Fundraising Banquet will be featuring the renowned Mennonite
historian Dr. Harvey Dyck. His topic will be "Soviet Mennonite Uprootings: Through Communist Documents &
Mennonite Eyes." Dr. Harry Loewen & Dr. Abraham Friesen will introduce their new books. Come join us on
Oct 14th, 2006, at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church, 4:30 pm Book Launch, 6:00 pm Banquet. Tickets are available
through the MHSBC office (604-853-6177). Reserved tickets must be prepaid.

Isaiah 50:4-9

4The Lord God has given me
   the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
   the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
   wakens my ear
   to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord God has opened my ear,
   and I was not rebellious,
   I did not turn backwards.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
   from insult and spitting.

7The Lord God helps me;
   therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8   he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
   Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
   Let them confront me.
9It is the Lord God who helps me;
   who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment;
   the moth will eat them up. 

The Church and Affordable Housing
The Lower Mainland, despite awards for liveability, is rapidly becoming unliveable for moderate and
lowincome
parishioners and neighbours. More than 55,000 Lower Mainland households are at critical risk of
losing their homes because they pay more than 50% of their income for shelter. Homelessness has doubled
since 2002, and 70% of people working in Vancouver cannot afford to buy a house there.

Providentially, local congregations and church agencies have supported safe, clean, affordable and
supportive
housing for a variety of target populations. However, more needs to be done, and this has led to this
conference to launch a movement. On Saturday, October 24th from 9am to 5pm at Broadway Church, you
are
invited to attend together with members of the Christian community, government and secular agencies, a
meeting to start the dialogue on how best to create partnerships with the church at large to support housing
options for our city.

Topics would address:
• Congregations interested in better stewarding their property (ie parking lot)
• Congregations looking to partner in "doing something" about homelessness
• Congregationsl looking to keep their young families and seniors from having to move
• homeowners wanting to increase their equity while lowering others' housing costs
• Renters looking to own and Christians interested in intentional community arrangements
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Psalm 116:1-9
1I love the Lord, because he has heard
   my voice and my supplications.
2Because he inclined his ear to me,
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3The snares of death encompassed me;
   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
   I suffered distress and anguish.
4Then I called on the name of the Lord:
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’

5Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

   our God is merciful.
6The Lord protects the simple;
   when I was brought low, he saved me.
7Return, O my soul, to your rest,
   for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

8For you have delivered my soul from death,
   my eyes from tears,
   my feet from stumbling.
9I walk before the Lord
   in the land of the living.

James 3:1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my
brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes
in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that
it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot
directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And
the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our

members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set
on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse
those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers
and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and
brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can
salt water yield fresh.

Mark 8:27-38
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 28And they
answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah;
and still others, one of the prophets.’ 29He asked them,
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him,
‘You are the Messiah.’ 30And he sternly ordered them
not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.’

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to
them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.’ 


