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September 18 2005
Mutual Aid Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Veronica
Dyck, J. Evan Kreider will be leading us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano, and Henry
Neufeld is your usher.  Later we will hear from Steve Thiessen who will be speaking on xxx.  Cynthia Friesen
will be with the toddlers & primaries, and Danica Thiessen will be with the Sunday School class.  Please join us
after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday:   Evan Kreider welcomed the students back to
Menno Simons Centre with a message - four passages from
the lectionary highlighting the theme of forgiveness.  The
first, from Gen 50 shows Joseph’s brothers asking for
forgiveness from Joseph, in a reversal of power.  Through
tears, forgiveness opened hearts to restitution, an essential
element of forgiveness, on the way to reconciliation.  Psalm
103 emphasizes God’s response to mercy is forgiveness. 
Romans 14, through the topic of eating meat offered to idols,
asks us not to judge others. Issues today are not so much
about what we eat, but about how we live - enslaved to our
opinions about homosexuality or materialism.  Matt 18 re-emphasizes that God will treat us the way we treat
others.  In the call not to judge others, we are especially challenged here at PGIMF.  As a university congregation
(of little bunnies?), we are aware that teaching is not about answers, but about asking the right questions, ones
that may not develop an answer for months.  We try to grapple with difficult issues, rather than filling in the
boxes on a Sunday School quiz.  Some of our questions include: does God really forgive me the way I forgive
others?  If that’s true, aren’t we all in trouble?  Who have I not forgiven, and why?  Who have I said I’ve
forgiven, but have not meant it?   Can forgiveness be premature?  If an adulterer has erred once, the sin can be
forgiven; but if 77 times, is the problem not adultery but dishonour, and unworthy of forgiveness?  Can
forgiveness be too cheaply earned?  God grant us the grace to find the answers that grow us.     [AP]    

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 25 Gay Lynn Voth Binding, Loosing & Forgiveness
October 2 Janet Boldt -
October 9 Thanksgiving Liturgical Service
October 16 TBA -

Breaking news!
Marcie had a baby boy on
Wednesday 12:49 a.m. (almost three
weeks early!) He was 6 lbs 13 ounces
and in great health. Allan and Marcie
are so grateful for such a gift. His name
is (see webmaster) - to be confirmed.

Rollkuchen and Watermelon Open House at Diane and Jonathan place for Sat. Sept. 24th.  (For address, see
webmaster).. We live on a private drive with little parking. The event is open to all, just bring along some
rollkuchen to share. Time: beginning at 5 pm.
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�Sunday school begins again today! Please see Cynthia Friesen or Angela Ekkert if you can help with
teaching a class or taking care of the toddlers.  We have a programme of material you can follow, or if you want
to do something really fun with the kids, you are welcome to do so. 

PGIMF at the MCC Relief Sale    Thanks once
again to all who put on the cappuccino booth
display at the Relief Sale.  Deberah Shears
organized the table, Susie, Annie and Betty Funk
kept it going until cleanup was complete, Mark
Northey provided our legal basis for operating
despite car breakdowns, Paul Thiessen organized
the event, and especially thanks to the many who
stopped by the booth and offered support.  Though
not as well attended this year, we estimate we
nevertheless sold about $1300 this year. 
Highlights of the sale? $8,000 for a stunning quilt
at the auction.  Lowlights?  A string of traditional
attenders who neither want fine coffee themselves,
nor want anyone else to have any, and tried to
convince us to instead sell the same church coffee
as everyone else because it’s cheap and easier on
their stomach.  Romans 14:13-18 to them every
week from now until the next sale.

The Wider Church

MBMSI  Pray for Panama. Pray today for Einer
and Girlesa Zuluaga, MBMSI missionaries from
the Colombia MB Conference, to Panama. Ask
God to bless and multiply their work in church
leadership development with the Embera and
Wounan indigenous people groups of Panama. 

Ad Hoc Committee’s report to MCBC   The final report
and recommendations formed to gather information about
the homosexuality issue in MC Canada is in, and a Special
Delegates meeting is planned for Oct 1st at Bethel
Mennonite Church, 24687 - 56 Avenue, Langley, at 9:00
am - 1:00 pm, (Registration at 8:30).  We are allowed 4
delegates.  Please see Don by September 23rd if you would
like to attend.  Please see the letter from the committee on
the bulletin board in the hall for details.

St. John’s Shaughnessy   Evening services 7:15 pm Contemporary Evening Service.

musica intima vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong Sunday September 25th at 7:30 pm. 
Please join St. Philip’s Anglican Church 3737 W. 27th Ave for this superb concert.

Small Groups
Dear brothers and sisters:
We are ready to facilitate your interest and involvement
in a small group.  At this moment several possibilities
could be considered:

• A house group in the general area of the Centre

• A group that would meet to look at what
Scripture says about prayer and then pray

• A morning "before work" group

• Hearing and interacting with several
individuals’ faith journeys

• Providing contact information for persons
interested in a small group with another church
in their 
geographical area

• ALPHA

• Choose a service project to do as a group

• What other group focus interests you?

If you are committed to leading, hosting or becoming
part of a small group, what is your preference on days,
times and frequency of gathering? We will make it
happen. 

����Abendmusik
Sunday, Oct 2, 8:00pm: Thanksgiving Vespers
with the Abendmusik Choir. Knox United
Church, 5600 Balaclava at 41st.  Come out to
participate in an inspiring worship experience,
as well as support for the choir and the
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Jonah 3:10-4:11

 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned
from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not
bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

4
Jonah's Anger at the Lord 's Compassion
    1 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became
angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not
what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was
so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a
gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending
calamity. 3 Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is
better for me to die than to live."

    4 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be
angry?"

    5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the
city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade
and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6

Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow

up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7

But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which
chewed the vine so that it withered. 8 When the sun
rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun
blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He
wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to
die than to live."

    9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be
angry about the vine?"
      "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die."

    10 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned
about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it
grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But
Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand
people who cannot tell their right hand from their left,
and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned
about that great city?"

Psalm 145:1-8

 A psalm of praise. Of David.
    1 I will exalt you, my God the King;
       I will praise your name for ever and ever.

    2 Every day I will praise you
       and extol your name for ever and ever.

    3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
       his greatness no one can fathom.

    4 One generation will commend your works to
another;
       they will tell of your mighty acts.

    5 They will speak of the glorious splendor of your
majesty,
       and I will meditate on your wonderful works.

    6 They will tell of the power of your awesome
works,
       and I will proclaim your great deeds.

    7 They will celebrate your abundant goodness
       and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

    8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate,
       slow to anger and rich in love. 

Phil. 1:21-30

21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22If I am
to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful

labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!
23I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be
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with Christ, which is better by far; 24but it is more
necessary for you that I remain in the body.
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I
will continue with all of you for your progress and joy
in the faith, 26so that through my being with you again
your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of
me.

    27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I
come and see you or only hear about you in my

absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit,
contending as one man for the faith of the gospel
28without being frightened in any way by those who
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be
destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by
God. 29For it has been granted to you on behalf of
Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for
him, 30since you are going through the same struggle
you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

Matt. 20:1-16, 21

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard
    1"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire men to work
in his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for
the day and sent them into his vineyard.

    3"About the third hour he went out and saw others
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4He told
them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.' 5So they went.

   "He went out again about the sixth hour and the
ninth hour and did the same thing. 6About the eleventh
hour he went out and found still others standing
around. He asked them, 'Why have you been standing
here all day long doing nothing?'

    7" 'Because no one has hired us,' they answered.
      "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my
vineyard.'

    8"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and
going on to the first.'

    9"The workers who were hired about the eleventh
hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when
those came who were hired first, they expected to
receive more. But each one of them also received a
denarius. 11When they received it, they began to
grumble against the landowner. 12'These men who were

hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the work and the heat of the day.'

    13"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not
being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a
denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the
man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15Don't
I have the right to do what I want with my own
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'

    16"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Jesus Again Predicts His Death
    17Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took
the twelve disciples aside and said to them, 18"We are
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the
law. They will condemn him to death 19and will turn
him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!"

A Mother's Request
    20Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus
with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of
him.

    21"What is it you want?" he asked.
      She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine
may sit at your right and the other at your left in your
kingdom." 


