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Entertainment 2004-05 now here. Get yours by calling
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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

September 19 2004

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by J. Evan
Kreider; Louise Klippenstein will be leading us in song and Kathryn Koslowsky will be accompanying on the
piano. Later we will hear from Peter Nosco whose talk will be on “The Road to Emmaus” from Luke 24. Katy
Garden and Charmaine Wiens will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Mark Northey and Jacqui Kuras will
be with the intermediates.  Any primary-aged children are requested to join the intermediates for today.   Please
stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Wayne Bremner (MCC-BC) spoke on Isaiah 58:1-12, "The Land, the People and
the Promise". We hear weekly reports of destruction of homes, bombings and conflict in Palestine. Although
Isaiah looked forward to Israel’’s eventual return to Palestine, he very clearly noted if the return was to succeed,
Israel would need to make drastic changes in such matters as showing justice to the foreigners living among them
and treating poor people fairly. Our modern images of Palestinians come largely from propaganda in our media,
showing young men throwing rocks or speaking of suicide bombing. Wayne offered other images by telling
stories of Palestinians he met, of Christian Palestinians simply trying to be good Christian families, of a Christian
Palestinian woman simply trying to be a good teacher (against all odds). After the United Nations formed the
state of Israel in 1948 (partly as a solution to the harsh plight of European Jews), and the state of Palestine (still
not really completed 50 years later because of the occupation), the European plight was shifted to the some
750,000 Palestinians forced to flee 412 ancient villages, lands which their families had owned since antiquity.
Wayne emphasised that in 1948 there was a real need to find a place to settle refugees, and that the promise of
land was central to many Old Testament writers. But he also stressed that God’’s promise of land was predicated
upon justice, that God’’s promise to Abraham resulted not so much in land but in a Kingdom which was not land-
based, and that Paul argued that under God there is neither Jew nor Greek——that a new world concept is
available. The covenant was meant to be a relationship with God, not just real estate. [JEK] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
September 26 John & Erna Friesen 18th Anniversary Celebration of PGIMF
October 3 Diet Neufeld -
October 10 Liturgical Service Thanksgiving
October 17 Gordon Nickel Christians and Muslims

����Please remember that net weekend is the celebration of PGIMF’s 18th anniversary.  John and Erna Friesen
are putting on the service, and look forward to your contribution of words, song, music, stories or other
commemoration of our time together.

� There is still some firewood in the back
yard.  U-haul, U-split, U-enjoy the fruits of
your labour this winter.
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Making Sense of Kids with Gordon Neufeld
Young parents are invited to register for the upcoming 8-week course (Tuesday nights) with psychologist
Gordon Neufeld. “It is my desire to teach in such a way that those involved with children can get a sense of
their charges from inside out."  A traditional lecture approach marries Gordon’s easy style with his ability to
simplify conflicting paradigms about child-rearing.  PGIMF will pay 50% of the registration fee for young
couples from the church who want to enroll.   For more course information, see www.gordonneufeld.com; 
and to get help with registration, see Cynthia Friesen or Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen.

New addresses: 
  � for the Hannans: 
  � for the Ehlings, Diane (nee Schartner) and Jonathan:

Sunday School: Adults, get your dibs in early on a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or
older kids by calling Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen for 3–5 year olds and nursery 0–2, Cynthia Friesen  for 6–8 year
olds, and Mark Northey for 9 and over.  We welcome all efforts to train our children up in the way that they
should go.

Reminder to all PGIMF Board members there is a meeting this Tuesday Sept 21 at 7:00 pm  at the Teichroebs. 

The Wider Church
MBMSI   PRAY FOR PERU. Liana Penner, MBMS International missionary in Peru, is an English teacher at
Colegio Cristiano Elliot. She also assists the work of Bob Sukkaus at the new Trujillo MB church. Pray for Liana
as she will be finishing the school year in December. Ask God to direct her future as she considers staying in
Peru for another term and continuing to teach.

MCC Relief Sale  was a tremendous success.  Many thanks to Paul Thiessen for his unflagging work to organize
the cappuccino booth, and Edward Kehler for pulling off the technical details with aplomb.  Twelve volunteers
ran the booth for thousands at the fair and were busy all the time!   Thanks also to the children who raised an
estimated $120 for Penny Power to help those in Africa and Asia live with HIV/AIDS.  Details to follow.

The Lookout Gallery at Regent College    In The Details  Recent photographs by Owen Hayes  September 15 ––
October 9, 2004   Gallery hours: Monday – Friday: 8:30 am––5:00 pm  Saturday: 12:00 pm––4:00 pm

Pacific Theatre   Cyrus Manning, preacher at the First Church of Ruin, Texas, must face the possibility that his
small town career is finished. This brilliant solo performance chronicles the tough, often humorous battle of a
man chasing the will of God in a time of divine silence.  Featuring Jeff Berryman, Leaving Ruin runs September
30 – October 9, 2004, Wednesdays –– Saturdays at 8pm with 2 pm matinees on Saturdays. All performances at
Pacific Theatre (1420 W 12th Ave, Vancouver). Adult Tickets $24 Wed & Thurs, $28 Fri & Sat; Student, Senior
and child rates available.  For ticket information call the Pacific Theatre box office 604.731.5518 or visit
www.pacifictheatre.org.  (Group discounts available!)

Refugee Celebration   Since the private sponsorship programme began in 1979, more than 180,000 refugees
have found safety in Canada.  Vancouver Interfaith Refugee Committee and MCC invite current and former
sponsors, refugees and friends to join us in a picnic celebration Saturday Sept 25th 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Trout
Lake.  For more information, please see the notice on the bulletin board in the hallway.
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Gathering 2004 - Report of the Assembly of Canadian Conference of MB Churches July 2004

Governance structure

Les Stahlke, formerly a Lutheran pastor and following that, the founder of Lutheran Association of
Missionaries and Pilots, has developed the Relationship Model of Governance, Leadership and Management.
His book, Governance Matters, was the basis for the governance structure adopted at this convention.  

The issue that was most time and energy-consuming at the convention was the issue of governance. The
Executive Board had concluded that a new structure was important for the Conference in order to respond
quickly to needs and to new initiatives, and to be able to spend time visioning and planning, something not
seen working well in the previous structure.

A preliminary draft was presented and discussed at the Council of Boards meeting in January. This was
refined in time for the publication of convention reports in May, and then presented at the first session of
Gathering 2004 on Thursday morning... Saturday morning discussion was held on the convention floor.

Willy Reimer, assistant moderator, gave the rationale for the change. Quoting from Acts 6, he stated that the
ministry of the disciples was hampered because they had to attend to the physical needs of the people rather
than to their spiritual needs. So also with the Executive Board. They were spending time hearing reports,
rather than responding to the needs of the constituency. The new executive board now would be able to do
strategic planning and would free Conference staff to do the work with appropriate direction and
accountability. (A 47-page manual available on the mbconf.ca website outlines the structure and job
descriptions.)

Too fast?

The speed at which this decision was made was questioned. Technically, since it was a constitutional matter,
there should have been a notice of amendment given to the churches three months prior to the convention.
Parliamentarian Menno Martens maintained that the discussion of the issue in a previous MB Herald (Feb.
27) constituted a notice of motion. When the question of suspending the constitution in order to pass this
motion was raised, it was indicated that this had already happened at the previous convention (2002) in order
to create the Board of Discipleship Ministries.

At the Saturday morning plenary session, John Redekop of Bakerview Church presented a motion to refer
this question to the churches. There was lively debate. ““The process must appear to be followed as well as
being correct,”” said one. A number of delegates asked that the process be slowed so their churches could
be consulted. Others stated that churches had sent them to this convention to make decisions. In the end,
the motion to refer was defeated. From MB Herald vol 43 no 11 – Aug 11/2004

Mennonite Historical Society Annual Fundraising Banquet. "Shepherds, Servants & Prophets: Saints & Sinners
Among Russian Mennonite Leaders".  Come for a colourful overview of early 20th century Mennonite history
through the lives of our leaders with Dr. Harry Loewen.  Saturday Oct. 16th 2004 at 6:00 p.m. at Columbia Place
(CBC), Abbotsford, B.C. For tickets contact 604-853-6177, or #211 - 2825 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford, B.C.

MDS urgently requires volunteers for the Julian project, in San Diego County. Reconstruction of homes is to
begin on September 20th, responding to specific needs among those impacted following the loss of over 3000
homes in the wildfires of October 2003. All skilled trades are required, as well as helpers related to home
construction. Please contact the project directly, Freeman Hershberger 760-765-2345. For border crossing letters
and travel information, Lois Nickel at MDS Winnipeg, toll free 1-866-261-1274.   Prayerfully consider
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involvement in this ministry. 

Luke 24:13-35

13That very day two of them were going to a
village named Emma'us, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. 15While they were
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself
drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. 

17And he said to them, "What is this conversation
which you are holding with each other as you
walk?" 

And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of
them, named Cle'opas, answered him, "Are you
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have happened there in these days?" 
19And he said to them, "What things?" 

And they said to him, "Concerning Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, 20and how our
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since this happened. 22Moreover, some women of
our company amazed us. They were at the tomb
early in the morning 23and did not find his body;
and they came back saying that they had even seen
a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 
24Some of those who were with us went to the

tomb, and found it just as the women had said; but
him they did not see." 

25And he said to them, "O foolish men, and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ
should suffer these things and enter into his
glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself. 

28So they drew near to the village to which they
were going. He appeared to be going further, 29but
they constrained him, saying, "Stay with us, for it
is toward evening and the day is now far spent."
So he went in to stay with them. 

30When he was at table with them, he took the
bread and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to
them. 31And their eyes were opened and they
recognized him; and he vanished out of their sight.
32They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the road, while
he opened to us the scriptures?" 
33And they rose that same hour and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven gathered
together and those who were with them, 34who
said, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared
to Simon!"  35Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread. 


