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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this Sunday will be led by Veronica Dyck,
we will be led in song by Eric Hannan, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Ike Sawatsky is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Connie Siedler whose message on “The Praying Community” will be drawn
from Acts 12:1-19.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee, and fellowship.  Parents with
small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays
of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more
information.

Last Sunday    J. Evan Kreider offered from the lectionary, a history of early Israel as Jeremiah tried to
reconcile how wealthy Jews practiced religion with their lack of care for the poor.  Through a time of
upheaval in Judah, Jeremiah saw King Josiah fall in battle and be succeeded by less competent or fortunate
offspring Jehoiachim and Jehoiachin, ending in the plunder of the temple and the reign of the exilarch.  Such
terrible and important national and international events were attributed to God as His acts of justice, not the
political machinations of man. So upset is Jeremiah with this ‘auto-immune’ turn of history that he asks
hearers to imagine God uncreating the world, in a manner just the opposite of his Genesis-creation.  With this
as background, Evan then turned to Psalm 14 and 53 to give voice to this kind of despair.  Both psalms are
very similar, though written at different times by different writers.  In #14, the Psalmist bemoans individuals
who “mess up” their communities, through corruption and foolishness, concluding God doesn’t see or care
enough to bring them to justice. One interpretation is that with wealth comes a rejection of God’s sovereign
power, and such a message as this could be aimed at us in wealthy Point Grey, which Evan notes has fewer
people that attend church than elsewhere.  Evan suggested every community needs its voices that
consistently call out for us to do better, to protect the poor, promote justice.  Our parliamentary system may
serve similar ends, where ancient Judah had no such, so prophets such as Jeremiah performed this task. 
Thus, clearly does Jesus’ restatement of the first two commandments “Love your God ...” and “Love your
neighbour...” fulfill God’s law.  Like Jeremiah, the
Psalmist uses strong words such as ”fools” to get our
attention “eating the people like so much bread”.  But in
hope, just as individuals can mess up their communities,
so too can just one individual be a blessing to that
community, just as a single wonderful student could make
one of Evan’s classes unforgettable. Thus, we each of us
can make a big difference, wherever we are.    [AP]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
September 26 Laura Ericsson TBA
October 3 Christine Broesamle Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Rwanda
October 10 Evan Kreider Service of Thanksgiving
October 17 Janice Kreider -

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Thanksgiving Vespers with Abendmusik

Choir, 8:00 pm.   Abbotsford: Sat., Oct. 2,

Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount

Lehman Road.  Vancouver: Sun., Oct. 3, Knox

United Church, Balaclava at 41st.  Donations

go to Menno Simons Centre.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Wider Church
All are welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Pacific
Centre for Discipleship Association (which operates the Menno
Simons Centre) on Tuesday, September 21st, 7:00 p.m. in the Centre's
chapel. 

MBMSI    Stacy Kuhns has completed her assignment with the
Matthew team in Guadalajara.   She will be spending this fall in
Abbotsford, BC with the Missionary Training and Equipping  (MTE)
program.  She is preparing for ministry in Sao Paulo Brazil with The Adventure Camp and Barnabas Retreat
Centre.  Please pray for Stacy in this time of transition and change. 

MCC   says THANK YOU to all who volunteered and who donated and participated in the MCC Festival
last weekend. Donations are still being tallied but the preliminary total is over $600,000 which supports
MCC's Water Projects world wide. To see photos and read more, visit bc.mcc.org 

Regent College    begins its series of public lectures again this fall with Steven Bouma-Prediger, professor of
Religion at Hope College, speaking on Sojourners in a Time of Homelessness at Regent College on
Wednesday, September 29 at 7:30pm in the chapel.  Come early for a good seat.

MDS would like to say a big Thank You to all the volunteers across Canada who gave of their time and
effort this summer to response to the many provincial disasters such as flooding and tornadoes.  Many people
were assisted with cleanup because of you. Eight Canadian youth groups spent a week near Shaunavon,
Sask., building a year round facility for Rock Solid Refuge, an organization that works with boys that
struggle with addictions.  A big thank you to all the youth and their sponsors in working hard to bring this
building closer to completion. 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC will hold its Annual Fundraising Banquet on October 23, 2010.  The
featured speaker is Dr. John B. Toews with the topic "Understanding the 100 Years War: The Mennonite and
Mennonite Brethren Churches in Russia."  The banquet will be held at 6:00 pm at the Emmanuel Mennonite,
3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Tickets are $25 and are available at the MHSBC office,
604-853-6177.  

You are welcome to join the group at Canadian Memorial United (Burrard at @. 15  Ave.) for their candlelitth

Taize service, tonight from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm.   

Call to Worship

The Word of God is planted in our hearts.
May our hearts be receptive to the Word.

The Love of God rains down on us.
May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.

The Breathe of Godde blows softly within us.
May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s spirit.

Please check the church list in the

hall for updates to your information

or anyone else’s that you know of. 

A new directory will be coming out

soon, and we’d like to have

everyone on it!



Psalm 113

God the Helper of the Needy
 Praise the Lord!1

Praise, O servants of the Lord;
   praise the name of the Lord.

 Blessed be the name of the Lord2

   from this time on and for evermore.
 From the rising of the sun to its setting3

   the name of the Lord is to be praised.
 The Lord is high above all nations,4

   and his glory above the heavens.

 Who is like the Lord our God,5

   who is seated on high,
 who looks far down6

   on the heavens and the earth?
 He raises the poor from the dust,7

   and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
 to make them sit with princes,8

   with the princes of his people.
 He gives the barren woman a home,9

   making her the joyous mother of children.
Praise the Lord!     [NRSV]

Luke 16:1-13

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager
Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich1

man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his
property. So he summoned him and said to him,2

“What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
account of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.” Then the manager3

said to himself, “What will I do, now that my
master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am4

dismissed as manager, people may welcome me
into their homes.” So, summoning his master’s5

debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much
do you owe my master?” He answered, “A6

hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.”
Then he asked another, “And how much do you7

owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of
wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make

it eighty.” And his master commended the8

dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in
dealing with their own generation than are the
children of light. And I tell you, make friends for9

yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that
when it is gone, they may welcome you into the
eternal homes.

 ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful10

also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. If then you have11

not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you12

have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own?

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will13

either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth.’    [NRSV]



1 Timothy 2:1-8

First of all, then, I urge that supplications,1

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should
be made for everyone, for kings and all who are2

in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is3

right and is acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to4

come to the knowledge of the truth. For 5

there is one God;
   there is also one mediator between God and

 humankind,

Christ Jesus, himself human,
    who gave himself a ransom for all6

—this was attested at the right time. For this I7

was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.

 I desire, then, that in every place the men should8

pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or
argument;    [NRSV]

Acts 12:1-19

James Killed and Peter Imprisoned
About that time King Herod laid violent hands1

upon some who belonged to the church. He had2

James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.
After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he3

proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during
the festival of Unleavened Bread.) When he had4

seized him, he put him in prison and handed him
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending to bring him out to the people after the
Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the5

church prayed fervently to God for him. 

Peter Delivered from Prison
 The very night before Herod was going to bring6

him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was
sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in
front of the door were keeping watch over the
prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared7

and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on
the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’
And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said8

to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’
He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak
around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and9

followed him; he did not realize that what was
happening with the angel’s help was real; he
thought he was seeing a vision. After they had10

passed the first and the second guard, they came
before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened
for them of its own accord, and they went outside

and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel
left him. Then Peter came to himself and said,11

‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel
and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from
all that the Jewish people were expecting.’

 As soon as he realized this, he went to the house12

of Mary, the mother of John whose other name
was Mark, where many had gathered and were
praying. When he knocked at the outer gate, a13

maid named Rhoda came to answer. On14

recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed
that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and
announced that Peter was standing at the gate.

They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’15

But she insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It is his
angel.’ Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking;16

and when they opened the gate, they saw him and
were amazed. He motioned to them with his17

hand to be silent, and described for them how the
Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he
added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’
Then he left and went to another place.

 When morning came, there was no small18

commotion among the soldiers over what had
become of Peter. When Herod had searched for19

him and could not find him, he examined the
guards and ordered them to be put to death. Then
he went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed
there.     [NRSV]


