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September 20th, 2009
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Rosie Perera, Eria
Hannan will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Rev. Sylvia Cleland of WPG Presbyterian who will be speaking on
the passage Mark 9:30-37. You are also invited to clebrate PGIMf’s 23rd anniversary of founding.  
Please join us in the dining room after the service for coffee, cake and fellowship.

Last Sunday   Last Sunday Louise Holert, a Presbyterian minister from Seattle, noted that the
Bible is counter-cultural. While advertisers tell us what we need and what will make us happy, she
noted that the words “happiness,” “blessing,” and “beatitude” all have similar meaning. In Psalm
32, the key word is “blessing,” and the blessed person is the one who has experienced God’s
forgiveness. “To live in a confessional relationship with God is true happiness," she said. Sin and
guilt are debilitating; unconfessed sin can sap our strength.  David acknowledges his sin and begins
his journey from resistance to repentance.  In response time it was noted that pride is often the basis
for a refusal to seek forgiveness; humility is important. We are left with a question: What would a
confessional lifestyle look like? (HN)

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
September 27 Gay Lynn Voth  - 
October 4 Andre Pekovich Peace & plenty 
October 11 Service of worship and prayer Thanksgiving 
October 18 Jim Neudorf -

Food Groups.  Anyone who did not get a food group list, or who wishes to join one to help provide
the coffee and goodies for our time of fellowship after the service is encouraged to contact Hannelore
Schowalter.  Thank you to all in the fellowship who make this such a success, and contribute so much
to the warm reception many tell us of when they visit the fellowship.  

Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s
information of which you are aware.  If you are a new attender and wish to be on the church list,
please feel free to add your information to the list.  You will be given a mailbox and added to the
church e-mail notification list  All are welcome!

The Wider Church
MBMSI    The work of sharing the gospel in Japan is a work of sowing seeds, watching them grow
and preparing for the harvest.  Pray for Doris Goertz as she uses her English teaching skills to bring
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people inside the Amagaski MB Church and build relationships with them that will allow her to share
God’s love.  

MCC   September 24th 7 pm. Grand opening of “A
Common Thread: Textiles from Sto:lo, South Asian
and Mennonite Communities” at The Reach in
Abbotsford. MCC participates in this exhibit with
quilts, quilting demonstrations, a photo exhibit and
lectures. The exhibit runs until January 3rd. More
info at thereach.ca

September 26th: 12:30 pm planting ceremony of the
Chortitza Oak at the Reach in Abbotsford. You’re invited to stay for an afternoon of quilting
demonstrations and a Trunk Talk by Quilter Val Pankratz as well as other fascinating lectures. It’s all
part of the opening weekend of “A Common Thread: Textiles from Sto:lo, South Asian and
Mennonite Communities” which runs until January 3rd More info at thereach.ca

MHSBC   The Mennonite Historical Society of BC is having their Annual Fundraising Banquet An
Evening in Paraguay" with guest speaker Dr. Jacob Warkentin. October 17th 2009 in the Eben-Ezer
Mennonite Church, 2051 Windsor Street, Abbotsford, at 6:00 pm. Tickets are on sale now at the
MHSBC office. 604-853-6177. 

Is your church looking for a 4-lesson study guide on responding to pandemic and other disasters?
Check out Beyond Our Fears at Mennonite Publishing Network www.mpn.net/beyondourfears for a
new resource commissioned by MDS and MC Canada.

The Vancouver Fringe Festival   The Gospel of John  - this play is absolutely the most exciting and
well-rehearsed sermon you’ll ever hear,. Gary Boon brings passionate portrayals of the cast and
enthusiasm to the stories of the bible, . Boon’s acting talent and fast pace manages to engage most of
the audience, with simple props well-utilized and events clearly explained, those interested in
brushing up on scripture will enjoy Gospel of John.  Sunday September 20th at 4:35 pm .  Tickets at
www.vancouverfringe.com   

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus Again Foretells His Death and

Resurrection

30 They went on from there and passed through
Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31for
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them,
‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after
being killed, he will rise again.’ 32But they did
not understand what he was saying and were
afraid to ask him.
Who Is the Greatest?

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he
was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you
arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were
silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another about who was the greatest. 35He sat
down, called the twelve, and said to them,
‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and
servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and
put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he
said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such
child in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who
sent me.’     [NRSV]

I have told some of my pastor friends, only

half jokingly, that we would be a better

church if we sang more and preached less.

- Ron Byler, Mennonite Church USA.


