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Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. Our service this morning will be led by Janet 
Boldt, Evan Kreider will be leading us in song, and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano.  Steve 
Thiessen will be speaking to us on “Becoming Human” from a book by Jean Vanier.  Please stay with us after 
the service for coffee and goodies. 
 
Two weeks ago: 
Mark Greenstreet introduced the Sunday School and school year by asking us to reflect on what we believe.  
He encouraged students not to neglect their faith, now that they have left home, and also suggested that they 
attend a number of congregations.  He then spoke primarily on the Apostles’  Creed.  This creed (No. 712 in 
the hymnal) devotes about 12 words to God the Father and 6 times as many to Jesus, establishing his 
parentage, humanity, death, resurrection and ascension.  The creed then presents a list of things concerning the 
Holy Spirit, including the holy catholic church which it directs, and the communion of saints.  Mark noted that 
although the creed does get hung up on dualism (the big topic when the Creed was written), neither does it 
deny the presence of evil (Christ suffered, and it acknowledges the forgiveness of sins).  We have freedom of 
choice.  We can slip into dualism when we get hung up on morality issues, but that is not our main focus, 
which is loving God and neighbor.  We then reread the Creed, hearing it in new ways.  [JEK] 
 
Last Sunday:  
Last Sunday, Jim Neudorf (one of the founders of PGIMF and the son of Peter & Helga) came to us from 
Squamish to speak on Genesis 12:1-3, the story of God blessing Abraham.  God's specific blessings have been 
recorded to a number of people, including Moses, Noah, etc.  The blessing was often coupled with a curse:  If 
you honour God, you will be greatly blessed, but if you reject God's ways, you will be cursed.  The blessing 
Abraham received was to be shared with all the world, and it came not only from God but from those who 
were with him and observed his Godly ways.  If we receive a blessing, it is not ours exclusively but is rather 
something to be shared.  Luke 6:28 takes this one giant step farther--bless those who curse you (combining the 
blessing and the curse, setting them in opposition in a Christ-like way).  Jim suggested that we do not receive 
the blessings we could because of our lack of discipline, our small sins and wounds.  For example, fasting 
(hardly a top item in PGIMF) can lead to very real blessings.  At the conclusion to the message, Jim and Grace 
invited us to come forward to receive a blessing in the form of a prayer, and many accepted the gift. [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
  
House groups:  If you are interested in forming or joining a house group this fall, please see Herb Reesor. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
September 28  Dr. James Olthuis 
October 5  Erna Friesen  Thankfulness and Gratitude 
October 12  Paul Thiessen  Thanksgiving; Communion Sunday 
October 19  Dave Ortis 
 
Prayer requests: Jim Neudorf called people up for individual blessings, so no prayers requests from last 
week. 
 
There will be a brief Congregational Meeting following the service next Sunday, September 28. Pizza lunch. 



 
The Annual General Meeting of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association will be held September 
22 at 7:30pm in the Chapel of the Menno Simons Centre.  The Members of the Board will meet at 7:00.  
Please feel welcome to join us at the Annual General Meeting and consider becoming a member of the Society 
which supports the Menno Simons Centre and its residents. 
 
Sunday School  Adult helpers are needed.  Please see Cynthia, Nadine, or Mark to sign up for a 
teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or older kids. 
 
The Wider Church 
 
MBMS International: NEW WORKERS IN THE UAE. As you pray today, remember Craig and Bridget Hallman, 
MBMS International missionaries who were to have arrived in the UAE (United Arab Emirates), but have been 
delayed. Please pray for the needed funds to be able to send them by November 1.  Ask God to protect and help 
them as they adjust to moving from Pakistan to this new country. Pray for them as they work with radio and other 
means to proclaim the gospel to unreached people. 
 
The Executive Committee of the BC Conference of MB Churches invites you to a Retirement Celebration in 
honour of Ike & Shirley Bergen.  September 24 at 6:30 pm at Northview Community Church, Center Court.  
$20.00 per person.  RSVP by Sept. 15 online at www.bcmb.org/news/events, or e-mail [available upon 
request] or call 604-853-6959 (toll free 1-888-653-9933). 
 
Regent College will be offering its Second Annual Film & Faith Conference, “Through a Lens Darkly: The 
Sequel – Exploring the Mystery of the Transcendent Through Film,”  Saturday and Sunday, October 4-5.  For 
more information, call 604-224-3245, or visit www.regent-college.edu. 
 
Columbia Bible College 5th Annual Golf-A-Thon:  Tuesday October 7 at Valley Golf Centre.  The day 
includes 99 (no this is not a typo) holes of golf, great food, great people and a great cause ... all proceeds go to 
Columbia’s Student Scholarship Fund.  For more information or to register as a golfer or a sponsor, contact 
Michelle Klassen at (604) 853-3567, ext. 307 or via e-mail at michelle.klassen@columbiabc.edu. 
 
Marathon Runners:  “Everyone who competes, do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run aimlessly.”   (1 Cor 25-26).  Adam Wiggins, Pastor of 
Chilliwack Central, challenges all M.B. pastors & other runners to join him in running the Victoria Marathon 
(October 12), to raise funds for our work of planting Churches in Vancouver.  If you have questions about the 
race or details please contact Geoff Neufeld (250-763-3956) or Adam Wiggins (604-792-8037). 
 
Mennonite Historical Society of BC’ s Annual Fundraising Banquet,  “By the Skin of Our Teeth”  with Dr. 
John B. Toews, will be held October 18, at the Bakerview MB Church (2285 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford) at 
6:00 p.m.  Come and hear of the Russian Mennonite Migrations of the 1920s.  Tickets can be purchased at the 
archives, or by phoning the office of the MHSBC 604-853-6177.  Tickets $15.00 each.  
 
Thomas Merton Society of Canada Fall Retreat:  Saturday, October 18, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, at Canadian 
Memorial Centre for Peace, Fireside Room, 1825 W. 16th Avenue (near Burrard) in Vancouver. Leader: 
Douglas Burton-Christie. Theme: “The Wild and the Sacred.”  Cost: $50.00/TMSC members; $60.00/non-
members (lunch included). Limited to 25 participants; registration required; free parking available.  Info: 604-
669-2546 or email [available upon request]. 


