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Welcome to the 22nd anniversary service of Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be
led in worship by Kevin Hiebert, in song by Eric Hannan, Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano, and Ike
Sawatsky is your usher.  Later we will hear from Karl Brown, who will introduce us to a topic that is dear to his
heart. .  Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they

feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your suggestions for

church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from one of our many angels who are

called to care.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship and perhaps a slice of
cake!

Last Sunday    Last Sunday we welcomed students to the Menno Simons Centre for the new school year. Ken
Friesen, Chair of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship, spoke about living in Christian community. In Romans 14
St. Paul focuses on the weak and the strong in the early church. Ken noted that the church of Paul’s day was new
and too young to have many established traditions. Today, as in Biblical times it’s easy for issues, even
seemingly (to us) trivial issues, like sports on Sundays, can divide a church. Ken used an example from his law
practice of a dispute within a local church that seems irresolvable and reflects a problem within the worldwide
Ethiopian Orthodox church regarding which patriarch to follow. Despite reconciliation efforts the matter is not
resolved and affects many churches. Ken noted that as judgmental behaviour develops hatred is fostered and
outsiders wonder why anyone would want to be involved with the church. Ken focused on the dangers of judging
based on human desire to define God, to place God in a box - and we think we know what the box should look
like. God will judge and will do so by God’s standards, not by ours. Christians can be more effective as
peacemakers than as judges; if we judge, we better be right, because we’ll be judged by the same standards. (HN)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
September 28 Roy Bell -
October 5 James Wittenberg Romans 14
October 12 J Evan Kreider Thanksgiving service
October 19             Laura Eriksson -

OOOO  New Erin Teichroeb has joined our e-mail group and can be contacted at (available from webmaster)

       E-mails Joel Teichroeb has also joined and can be contacted at (available from webmaster) 

++++Abendmusik    You are all invited to a magnificent and worshipful time for the Abendmusik Choir’s 

Thanksgiving Vespers to kick off the 22nd season of this group.  Offering taken, all donations to benefit the
Menno Simons Centre.   Saturday October 4th at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount
Lehman Rd, Abbotsford and Sunday October 5th at Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava St.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Food groups   There is no greater measure of our church
than the quality of its food and the constancy of its food
groups. Our willingness to provide coffee and goodies
after every single service and to share our magnificent
lunches with all who walk in the doors once a month are
truly the stuff of community and fellowship such as is not
often found elsewhere in the world. Hopefully you’ve all
received your new "food group” lists. Thanks to all in the
September group who are willing to make this happen on
short notice.  Additional food group lists will be available
in case you are unable to print yours out. Copies will not
be placed in each mail slot unless you request one. 

Discussion/study anyone? We’re suggesting A Generous Orthodoxy by Bruce McLaren as a guide. "Why I am
missional + evangelical + post /protestant + liberal/conservative + mystical/poetic + biblical +
charismatic/contemplative + fundamentalist/calvinist + anabaptist/anglican + methodist + catholic + green +
incarnational + depressed-yet-hopeful + emergent + unfinished Christian.” If interested contact Tena or Henry
Neufeld. First session Friday, Sept. 26, 10:00 a.m. at Neufeld’s home.

Vancouver Cantata Singers need volunteer help with a number of activities, and are assembling a pool of
volunteers on whom to call when help is needed. Specifically, help will be needed with things like: mailouts,
concert front of house help, flyer distribution, etc... If you are interested in volunteering, please let Eric know. 

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Pray today for Robert & Erika Sukkau, MBMSI workers in Peru, as they are anticipating completing
their service in January 2009. Please continue to pray for the Leadership Team in Trujillo as it plans for the
future, especially for Sergio la Rosa as he adapts to his role as pastor.

PGIMF Website   There are two new links on the PGIMF website, thanks to Kevin.  News and Notes is the
monthly newsletter of the Mennonite Church of British Columbia. The MCBC Women's Ministry has its own
blog called Bridging the Gap.  Go to www.pgimf.org and look at the bottom right for the new links - check them
out! 

Regent College    The 2008 Laing Lectures at Regent College this year feature Walter Bruggemann, in a series
entitled The Church in Joyous Obedience: Biblical Expositions, hosted by John G. Stackhouse, Jr.   Bruggemann
asks: what insight and challenge can the ancient Hebrew text of the Old Testament offer the faith, life and
practice of the contemporary church? Wednesday, October 8 at 7:30 pm features From Exodus to Sinai: The

Journey to the Common Good while Thursday, October 9 at 11:30 am will be entitled Boasting in Power or

Boasting in God?  Jeremiah’s Either/Or of Public Faith.  At 7:30 pm the talk is Receiving Salvation and Doing

Justice: From Vision to Imperative in Isaiah. 

The BC Mennonite Women’s Retreat “Wonder: The Call to Living Creatively”with speaker Betty Spackman
will be held at Camp Squeah October 24-26, 2008. Registration is being done through Camp Squeah this year,
please register online before September 28th to receive the early bird discount. Online registration is only
available UNTIL SEPT. 28, after that you must mail in your registration.  For more info contact Dave and Camp
Squeah at 1-800-380-2267 or by e-mail at (available from webmaster).

MCC Relief Sale    Many thanks to all who participated the MCC Rrelief Sale this weekend, but at the PGIMF
Coffee Booth and elsewhere on the site.  Highlights included: Two symbolic items that were auctioned on
Saturday included the traditional loaf of bread, which raised $205,000 and the "Homes for Bangladesh" travelling
quilt, which sold for $25,000. The highest selling quilt "Embroidered Flowers" sold for $1650 and the feature
quilt "Little cabin in the woods" sold for $1000. In total, the quilts raised over $20,000.  The beautiful chess set
made by Erwin Cornelsen sold for $1500 and his booth raised another $1333.75.

FFFFChurch list   Please see the church list on the

wall in the hall - update your own and anybody
else’s information of which you are aware.  If
you are a new attender and wish to be on the
church list, please feel free to add your
information to the list.  You will be given a
mailbox and added to the church e-mail list  All
are welcome!



MCC Alert    MCC has received reports that a man has approached women in various Abbotsford parking lots,
saying that he is an MCC employee and giving various stories that result in people giving him money or rides. He
refers to people within the MCC system as well as pastors of Mennonite churches by name in order to give
himself credibility. MCC strongly advises both our constituency and the public to be aware that this person is in
no way affiliated with MCC. We are concerned for the people's safety and are saddened that some have been
taken advantage of by this person. MCC has made the police aware of his activity. If you have any concerns,

please contact Marie Reimer at our office at 604-850-6639. 

Gather and Give, a Christian non-profit organization in Vancouver, is inviting pastors and lay leaders to come
and hear how YOU can partner with us to meet the physical and spiritual needs of low income and in crisis
families in the Greater Vancouver area. Learn how your church congregation, small groups and church families
can serve in practical ways, while at the same time experiencing a unique discipleship opportunity through our
resources on poverty, consumerism and service. Take one hour to tour our warehouse, meet our staff, and hear
firsthand from a local pastor how worthwhile this opportunity really is.  See the notice on the bulletin board in
the hall for more information on this valuable ministry.

Matthew 20:1-16

The Labourers in the Vineyard

1‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his
vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the market-place; 4and he said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are
you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You
also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the

labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired
about five o’clock came, each of them received the
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to
give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the
last will be first, and the first will be last.’     [NRSV]

MCC and the Colombian Mennonite Church ask for prayers for the Colombian Mennonite economist Hector
Mondragón and his family. Because of false accusations, Mondragon's life is in danger. A planned MCC speaker's tour
with Mondragón has been cancelled. This tour was to focus on the Free Trade Agreement between the United States and
Colombia.  On Friday, August 27, an article appeared in El Tiempo, the largest newspaper in Colombia, falsely accusing
him of connections with the FARC, the largest guerilla resistance group in Colombia. The Attorney General's office has
not notified Mondragón of any judicial process against him. 

The Mennonite Church in Colombia has publicly declared its support for Mondragón. Together with the church
community and his family, it was decided that it would be dangerous and unwise for Mondragón to travel to the United
States. Although the motives behind publishing the reference to Mondragón are still unclear, the immediate results are
clear: his life is in grave danger, he and his family are scared; he was not able to give the speakers tour, preventing U.S.
audiences from hearing him in person with regard to questions concerning the Free Trade Agreement; and he is not able
to continue his work with indigenous, campesino organizations or unions.  Please pray for the Mondragón family: for
protection, wisdom and clear discernment in this complex and uncertain situation.



Psalm 145

The Greatness and the Goodness of God

Praise. Of David.
          
1I will extol you, my God and King,
   and bless your name for ever and ever.
2Every day I will bless you,
   and praise your name for ever and ever.
3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
   his greatness is unsearchable.

4One generation shall laud your works to another,
   and shall declare your mighty acts.

5On the glorious splendour of your majesty,
   and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6The might of your awesome deeds shall be
proclaimed,
   and I will declare your greatness.
7They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant
goodness,
   and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

8The Lord is gracious and merciful,
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

[NRSV]

Exodus 16: 1-18

Bread from Heaven
1The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from
Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the
second month after they had departed from the land of
Egypt. 2The whole congregation of the Israelites
complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread;
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill
this whole assembly with hunger.’

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain
bread from heaven for you, and each day the people
shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way
I will test them, whether they will follow my
instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they
prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as
they gather on other days.’ 6So Moses and Aaron said
to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that
it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain
against us?’ 8And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives
you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in
the morning, because the Lord has heard the
complaining that you utter against him—what are we?
Your complaining is not against us but against the

Lord.’

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord,
for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they
looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the
Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses
and said, 12‘I have heard the complaining of the
Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat,
and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread;
then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp;
and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the
camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as
fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw
it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did
not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the
bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16This is what
the Lord has commanded: “Gather as much of it as
each of you needs, an omer to a person according to
the number of persons, all providing for those in their
own tents.” ’ 17The Israelites did so, some gathering
more, some less. 18But when they measured it with an
omer, those who gathered much had nothing over, and
those who gathered little had no shortage; they
gathered as much as each of them needed.     [NRSV]


