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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Paul Thiessen will be leading the service.   
Erna Friesen will be speaking.  The topic is “Moses Becomes Judge, Mount Sinai” from Exodus 18-19.  
Janice Kreider and Carman Thiessen will be in charge of the toddlers, Angela Ekkert will be teaching the 
primary class and Erika Hannan the intermediate class.  There will be tea and coffee after the service.  All are 
welcome. 
 
Last Sunday:  Despite the joy with which the Israelites were brought out of Egypt, the passage in Exodus is 
full of “murmuring”.  Sue Dudoward pointed out that ‘selective memories’ are part of our ongoing 
relationship with God, just as they were for the Israelites.  She related it to a child who has grown past the 
terrible twos and is now running away from its parents to explore things, but periodically runs back to re-
establish security.  The Song of Miriam (as Exodus 15 is known) is not so much a song at all as a prophecy 
for Israel’s future.  Sue presented God as warrior and champion of the Israelites, using nature and miracles to 
achieve His ends.  When Israel grumbled about not having meat to eat in the desert, God gave manna, but 
only for each day.  Israel grumbled for lack of water - God answered.  The Israelites themselves were not 
warriors, not even when they defeated the Amalekites - God carried the battle as long as Moses’ arms were 
raised.  Sue quoted Howard Yoder: “Exodus is a particular form of withdrawal into necessity.  It is not a 
paradigm for how all…groups with all…values can attain all types of salvation.”  Israel was leaving the 
security of enslavement for the responsibility for self, and its story is central to Jewish theology and Christian 
history – miracles upon miracles emphasize their (and our) reliance on God.  Sue pointed out in John 6:32-40 
that Jesus himself did not miss the centrality of this story.  Here, in face of grumbling from the people, Jesus 
points out that just as Moses did not give manna to the Israelites but rather God gave the manna, so it is not 
Joseph and Mary’s son who gives the bread of life to us, but Jesus, through God the Father.  [AP] 
 
Sharing and concerns from last Sunday: Wil-lie passed her Ph.D. defence; Herb’s neighbour has cancer; 
John Friesen’s brother Bill has cancer and the end is nearer; Erna’s brother Bill has cancer. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Pre-service hymn singing starts at 9:45. 
 
Ron Jantzen will be taking pictures for the next two Sundays for our bulletin board.  It really helps to have a 
face to go with a name, so please smile brightly for the camera and introduce yourself to that new guest who 
came today. 
  
A reminder to check the phone list posted at the back and add your name or make other changes as required 
on the copy provided or Email Ron Janzen.       
 
Prayer requests: 
 
From MBMS International: for the 10 (out of 40) MB-affiliated Brazilian churches without trained pastors 
and for Vic and Marty Wiens, MBMS International workers in Brazil, who are mentoring and training church 
leaders through CENTRIM (MB Training Centre in Sao Paulo).   



 

The Wider Church 
 
Anita Fast is leading a September Christian Peacemaker Team delegation to Hebron. 
 
The Brethren in Christ churches in Zimbabwe are hosting the next global assembly of the Mennonite World 
Conference in August 2003.  Ray Dirks, Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery, Winnipeg, Manitoba recently 
returned from Zimbabwe and wrote in the Canadian Mennonite:   
 

“Zimbabweans realize the current negative image of Zimbabwe and despair that people will not come.  Two 
main concerns seem to be causing people to not want to go to Zimbabwe.  One is fear because of the actions 
and proclamations of the government against white farmers.  Second is a belief that going is supporting a 
hateful government. 
 
The actions of the Zimbabwean government against the white farmers are not broadly supported.  A 
substantial majority in the urban centers of Bulawayo and Harare are firmly in the opposition camp.  Most 
Zimbabweans would agree, including many white farmers, that land redistribution must be dealt with, but 
fairly, without violence and without disruption of the economy. 
 
In any case, the farm seizures are isolated to those few areas where white farms are concentrated.  Bulawayo, 
the city that will host the assembly, is as safe as most any city in North America or Europe.  I traveled alone 
on public buses to Zambia and back to Harare at the height of the farm seizures.  Not once did I encounter 
hostility.  To the contrary, many black Zimbabweans welcomed me.  At a meeting, Brethren in Christ leaders 
expressed their frustration that outsiders were only hearing the words of their president instead of ordinary 
Zimbabweans, who are overwhelmingly hospitable, gentle and gracious. 
 
The issue of whether Europeans and North Americans will attend the assembly is a large one in church circles 
in Zimbabwe.  There is great anxiety that the church in Africa will not be supported and that Africa will once 
again be the left-out continent.  Those who do not go out of fear or principle will miss out on an 
immeasurable experience.  Ronald Lizwe Moyo stated “Shouldn’t our brothers and sisters around the world 
want to support us and stand beside us even if times are bad?  In fact, isn’t that the time Christ would say they 
must stand beside us?”” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moderator: Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Coordinator (bulletins) – Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns: Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114); 

Worship (interim) – J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217); Music – Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 
 


