
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

September 22nd, 2013

Speaker - Tony Tremblett - The Genealogy of Jesus Christ the Messiah
Worship leader: Catherine Cooper Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday    Henry Neufeld spoke about Exodus 32:7-14, in which Moses argued with God
not to destroy the Israelites for casting an idol of a golden calf. Fear motivated them to ask for
an idol -- a substitute for God -- when Moses was absent. The second commandment applies
to us too: the bronze sculpture of the charging bull on Wall Street has been called an idol of
our capitalistic culture of nearly unregulated greed. What causes us to turn away from God and
pursue an idol? Henry also tackled the challenging text in the Parable of the Shrewd Manager
from Luke 16:1-13. As a competitor admires the competition, the rich man recognized the
cleverness of the manager in marking down the debts to make friends who could help him
later. Jewish peasants were subject to taxes from the Temple, Herod and Rome that they could
scarcely bear. The manager isn't commended for cheating, but for wisely reducing the burden
on the rich man's debtors. The Pharisees are condemned by Jesus for squandering the tithes &
offerings as well as the teachings of God by imposing a strictness of endless rules that God will
not own [see the hymn, There's a Wideness In God's Mercy]. Their church, their status and the
law became their golden calf -- their idol. Can modern churches really justify spending millions
on physical facilities and property? The shrewd manager isn't meant to encourage dishonesty,
but points out the wisdom of using worldly resources to help others. If you are untrustworthy
with your worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? Henry left us with
two questions:  Can we get God to change his mind, like Moses did?  The wealth we have is the
good news of a new Kingdom -- what are we doing with that wealth?  [KH]

PGIMF News
September 29th Thomas Bergen Thankfulness
October 6th Johannes Stolz Denial: our Deepest Problem
October 13th Service of Readings & Prayers Thanksgiving
October 20th Peter Nosco Lectionary Texts

The Friday Group    The Friday group will begin meeting on Friday, October 11 at 10:00 a.m. 
We'll be discussing Rob Bell's book Love Wins.  As in other years, we'll be meeting at First
Mennonite's education building, right behind the church at 659 E. 52 Ave. All are welcome.

N Please see the church directory on wall in the hallway to check your information, and that
of anyone you know.  As well, if you would like to be on the church list, please add your name
to the list - it comes with its own mailbox at the back of the church! 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Website of the week 
Postcards from St. Maurice returns!  
A slice of life from France.
Postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.fr

Wider Church  
MCC  The Ten Thousand Villages store in Langley is
celebrating its 10th anniversary with special sales, music
and more on Saturday, September 28th. We hope you'll join
us for special sales, music and more. Please use the
announcement below to invite folks in your congregation
to the in-store events on the 28th. 

MHSBC   You are invited to the Annual Fundraising Banquet with Dr. John B. Toews speaking
on "Mennonite Pacifists Amidst Anarchy (1917-1920)" Saturday, September 21, 2013   6:00 p.m. 
at Emmanuel Mennonite Church 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.   Tickets $25.00 from the
office:  604-853-6177 or by email.

Regent College   presents an evening public lecture with Walter C. Wright, Jr., former
president of Regent College speaking on his latest book, The Third Third of Life: Preparing For
Your Future.  The generation about to retire has questions about their future - will I be able to
retire at 65?  What if I don’t want tob e useless for the next 30 years? How will we spend the
third third of our lives?  Walter Wright has found a model for living the next thirty years of his
life in Max De Pree. This book is a result of their conversations and intentional questions about
the path forward.  A book signing will follow the talk.  Friday September 27th from 7:30 - 9:30
pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good seat.

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir    Youare invited to attend the inaugural concert of the fall
season Inspirational Pipes with guest organist Michael Murray. Tickets $22-25 at www.vwmc.ca
or by phone at 604-878-1190.  Concerts begin at 7:30 pm on Saturday Oct 5th at Ryerson
United (2195 W. 45th)  and Friday Oct 12th at Queens Avenue United Church (529 Queens Ave
at at 6th St. New Westminster)

Mennonite Church BC Ladies Retreat - plan now to attend the ladies retreat on October
18-20.  This is a great opportunity for your church ladies to get away together for a retreat in
the beautiful setting of Camp Squeah. Request a Retreat Registration Brochure from your
Church Administrator or Janette Thiessen at admin@mcbc.ca.   Register before the early bird
deadline of October 1st, 2013 to avoid the $35 late registration fee.  Limited retreat or travel
bursaries are available.  Contact Janette for an
application form prior to Oct. 1st. 

BOOK LAUNCH   Join Ruth Derksen Siemens to hear her gathered stories of Mådchen in her
book Mennonite Maids in Vancouver from 1931-1961. If you were a Mennonite maid living in
the Mådchenheime, she would love to meet you. Ruth is a compelling historian who brings our
past to life with vibrant stories of how the Mennonite girls earned money as maids in the
wealthy Vancouverites homes. Saturday, September 28, 2013 at 2:30pm in the Terrace East
Room at Menno Place: 2021 Primrose Street Abbotsford.  Free Admission.  For more
information: www.DaughtersInTheCity.com

http://pamosley.blogspot.ca/2013_08_01_archive.html
http://www.vwmc.ca
http://www.DaughtersInTheCity.com


Matthew 1:1-17
The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah

1An account of the genealogy of Jesus the
Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of
Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father
of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Aram, 4and Aram the father of Aminadab, and
Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon
the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father
of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David.

And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and
Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram
the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the

father of Amos, and Amos the father of
Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah
and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.

12 And after the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud
the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of
Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok, and
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of
Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, who is called the
Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to
David are fourteen generations; and from
David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen
generations; and from the deportation to
Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

[NRSV]

Galatians 3:15-29

15 Brothers and sisters, I give an example from
daily life: once a person’s will has been
ratified, no one adds to it or annuls it. 16Now
the promises were made to Abraham and to
his offspring; it does not say, ‘And to
offsprings’, as of many; but it says, ‘And to
your offspring’, that is, to one person, who is
Christ. 17My point is this: the law, which came
four hundred and thirty years later, does not
annul a covenant previously ratified by God,
so as to nullify the promise. 18For if the
inheritance comes from the law, it no longer
comes from the promise; but God granted it
to Abraham through the promise.

19 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring would
come to whom the promise had been made;
and it was ordained through angels by a
mediator. 20Now a mediator involves more
than one party; but God is one.

21 Is the law then opposed to the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if a law had been
given that could make alive, then
righteousness would indeed come through
the law. 22But the scripture has imprisoned all
things under the power of sin, so that what
was promised through faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe.



23 Now before faith came, we were
imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law
was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. 25But now
that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith. 27As many of

you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.

[NRSV]

Psalm 89:1-18

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,
   for ever;
   with my mouth I will proclaim your
   faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is
   established for ever;
   your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

3 You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my
    chosen one,
   I have sworn to my servant David:
4 “I will establish your descendants for ever,
   and build your throne for all generations.” ’
          Selah

5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O
   Lord,
   your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy
    ones.
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the
    Lord?
   Who among the heavenly beings is like the
    Lord,
7 a God feared in the council of the holy ones,
   great and awesome above all that are
   around him?
8 O Lord God of hosts,
   who is as mighty as you, O Lord?
   Your faithfulness surrounds you.

9 You rule the raging of the sea;
   when its waves rise, you still them.
10 You crushed Rahab like a carcass;
   you scattered your enemies with your
   mighty arm.
11 The heavens are yours, the earth also is
    yours;
   the world and all that is in it—you have
    founded them.
12 The north and the south—you created
    them;
   Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your
    name.
13 You have a mighty arm;
   strong is your hand, high your right hand.
14 Righteousness and justice are the
   foundation of your throne;
   steadfast love and faithfulness go before
   you.
15 Happy are the people who know the festal
   shout,
   who walk, O Lord, in the light of your
    countenance;
16 they exult in your name all day long,
   and extol your righteousness.
17 For you are the glory of their strength;
   by your favour our horn is exalted.
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord,
   our king to the Holy One of Israel.     [NRSV]


