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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully 

as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. 

You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not 

recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

Inspirational speaker Mike Yankoski, celebrating the end of his sabbatical at PGIMF with his first talk in some 
months, launched from Matthew 25:31-46 and other passages to encourage us to respond to those who are 
in need. Re-translating the Hebrew word “shalom” (often translated as peace) as “flourishing” or “fulfillment” 
better suits a calling to be actively fulfilling God’s cause, not passively awaiting it. Awakened by a message on 
the Good Samaritan and by his own actions, Mike and a friend sought to live as a homeless people for some 
months and found himself confronted with the question “Who is my neighbour?” From church campuses to 
Union Station, Mike found that few other people were engaged in the question either, not when Mike was 
dishevelled, dirty, smelly and hungry. Where does one go to the bathroom when awoken at 3:00 am from 
food-borne illness and all public buildings are closed? Mike found some churches responded with enormous 
compassion and kindness, but others didn’t. Recognizing that we “compartmentalize” the situations we find 
ourselves in simply to survive emotionally, Mike nevertheless called us to be shalom-makers, being willing to 
be more uncomfortable in our lives. Noting Jesus too led a ministry of interruptions, Mike found that children 
often responded most appropriately, stopping to engage, and recognizing need in their simply ways. Mike 
told stories of people who cared more about others, and found their own lives becoming full, in the tradi-
tion of Mark 8:35-36 “...whoever seeks to lose his life will save it” and invited everyone to allow the gospel to 
turn their lives upside down. Be willing to be interrupted, to engage, to be a “shalom-maker” and to have an 
impact. [AP]

CHURCH CONTACTS

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
Pastoral Care—Erika Hannan (604-325-5065); Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); 
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

SEPT 23 SERVICE

Speaker: Kevin Hiebert
Worship Leader: Veronica Dyck  
Song Leader: Catherine Cooper 
Pianist: Ruth Enns

UPCOMING SERVICES

September 30 Connie Siedler - Spiritual 
Seasons - Autumn 
and 26th Anniversary service of PGIMF
October 7 Evan Kreider
October 14 Santosh Ninan
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Call to Worship  Litany for Peace

Reader: Our good God, God the giver of life, 
Maker of heaven and the earth and everything 
around us.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: We give you this troubled world, full of 
injustice, inequality and violence.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: We pray for forgiveness because this 
world is far from understanding your promise of 
love and dignity for your people.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: We long for your presence among us 
to understand and live your peace. Guide us in 
the way of peace. Make us peacemakers. May 
your Holy Spirit guide us to be witnesses to your 
truth.

All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: Have mercy on victims of violence, 
inequities and cruel wars. Heal their wounds and 
restore their dignity.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader. We pray for the rulers and the powerful 
to work righteousness and be good stewards of 
public resources.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: We pray for everyone in the world. 
Transform our hearts from hatred, practices of 
violence and injustice and allow us to understand 
your infinite love.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace
Reader: We give to you our cities, our countries 
and the world, because we long for your peace.
All: Lord, we pray for your peace Amen

Jeremiah 11:18-20

It was the Lord who made it known to me, 
and I knew;
   then you showed me their evil deeds. 
But I was like a gentle lamb
   led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
   that they devised schemes, saying,
‘Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,

   let us cut him off from the land of the living,
   so that his name will no longer be 
remembered!’ 
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
   who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
   for to you I have committed my cause. [NRSV]

Psalm 1

1 Happy are those
   who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
   or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
   and on his law they meditate day and night. 

3 They are like trees
   planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
   and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper. 
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4 The wicked are not so,
   but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgement,

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the 
righteous,
   but the way of the wicked will perish. [NRSV]

James 3:13 - 4:3,  7-8 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earth-
ly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 
cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit mur-
der. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do 
not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to 
spend what you get on your pleasures. 4Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world 
is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. 5Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, ‘God yearns jealously for the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us’? 6But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says,
‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Lament and mourn and weep. Let 
your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection. 10Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will exalt you. [NRSV]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church list: Please check the church list in the hall for updates to your information or 
anyone else’s that you know of.  A new directory will be coming out soon, and we’d 
like to have everyone on it! If you are a new attender, please feel free to add your in-
formation to the list.  You will be given a mailbox and added to the church e-mail All 
are welcome!
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Sunday School begins again at PGIMF!  Parents and grandparents are welcome to bring their 
children to attend our Children’s Church led by Menno Simons Centre resident Serafina Unger on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, and for child minding by Izzy Hannan on the 2nd and last 
Sundays of each month.  For Sunday school, the Gather Round curriculum from Mennonite Church 
Canada will form the basis for instruction, but relationship and fun will be equally important.  If  you 
know of guests that would like to attend and bring children, please let them know about our service, 
or have them contact Diane Ehling if they have any questions. 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

PERFORMANCES

“Voices for Peace” Concerts
A free concert featuring cello, chamber music and poetry
September 27, 7:30 PM at Peace Lutheran Church, Abbotsford
September 28, 8 PM at Regent College, Vancouver

THE QUADRILATERAL 
Sep 27. Improv comedy and jazz benefit for Union Gospel Mission.
http://soulfoodvancouver.blogspot.ca/2012/09/sept-27-improv-comedy-quadrilateral.html

Vancouver Cantata Singers   You are invited to the Season Premiere concert Musica Pro Pace 
(Music for Peace) a serene and meditative choral atmosphere in a unique and beautiful space 
of a Gothic cathedral.  Friday October 19th and Saturday October 20th at 8:00 pm.  Seating for 
both evenings is extremely limited. Everyone is encouraged to purchase tickets in advance as 
both shows will likely sell out quickly. Tickets $30/$25 (with $10 student rush seats at the door if 
space allows) at Brown Paper Tickets at http://www.brownpapertickets.com

Middle East Crisis
MCC continues to respond in the growing crisis in the Middle East.
Shipments of blankets and kits have arrived in Jordan where MCC is responding to refugees. 
In Syria, MCC is distributing food, medicine and fuel. MCC is also increasing its disaster 
preparedness and conflict prevention activities in Lebanon. Please pray with us for peace in this
region and for those who are working so hard to respond to people who are being affected by 
it. For more information and to donate, visit http://mcccanada.ca/middleeastcrisis or call 
604 850 6639 or toll free at 1 888 622 6337
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Join the School Kit Program organized by Ten Thousand Villages: School kits make a big difference 
in the lives of children who have been affected by war, disaster and poverty. Help teachers and stu-
dents in countries such as Haiti, Iraq and Afghanistan by taking home a fabric bag from Ten Thousand 
Villages (or making your own) and returning it filled with: 
4 spiral or perforated notebooks (about 21.5 cm x 27 cm/8.5” x 10.5” and 140 pages) 
4 unsharpened pencils 
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm and 12”) 
12 coloured pencils (in packaging) 
1 large pencil eraser 
Contact your local store for more information about their school kit program. 

The MCC Festival for World
Relief had a great weekend raising over $650,000!! Thanks to all who attended, volunteered and gave. 
To see photos and read a full press release, visit http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/abbotsford-festival

Homestay
MCC BC IVEP urgently needs a host. This is an opportunity for cultural exchange and service! Consider 
opening your home to a Brazilian young adult service worker through MCC BC’s International Volun-
teer Exchange Program (IVEP). Host needed in Metro Vancouver area starting in August
2012 for 4-11 months. A basic hosting allowance is available. Check out IVEP at mcc.org/ivep

Regent College 

Lookout Gallery: Janusz Korczak (1878-1942) was one of the world’s first advocates of children’s rights 
when in 1942 he became a heroic figure. This Polish-Jewish doctor, writer, and educator was forced to 
gather together the two hundred orphans under his care in the Warsaw Ghetto and report for depor-
tation. Refusing all offers for his own rescue, he led them with quiet dignity to the tram that took them 
to the Treblinka extermination camp, where he perished with them. UNESCO declared 1979 as the 
“Year of Janus Korczak,” yet few Canadians know about the man or his progressive ideas on education 
and children’s rights. Free admission, gallery hours 8:30 - 5:00 M-F, noon-4:00 Saturday.      

Lecture: As the Eurozone crisis, divisive party politics, America’s polarization along religious lines, and 
waves of civil uprisings in the Arab world, this conference offers world-class speakers exploring fresh 
and meaningful ways of addressing the fractured nature of politics in our world.  Four prominent 
Christian thinkers—Ross Douthat, James K.A. Smith, Peter Leithart, and Hans Boersma—discuss and 
debate the political issues that face the Christian community called to bring reconciliation to an “Age 
of Fracture.” Hosted by John Stackhouse.  Friday, October 5th at 7:00pm - Saturday, October 6 at 
4:30pm.  Cost - $88 for the weekend.  To register:  go on-line to http://marketplace.regent-college.
edu/ or call 604-221-3308


