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September 26, 2004

18th Anniversary Celebration Service
Order of Service

Welcome
We have come together in the name of Christ to
celebrate with gratitude the life of this church. During
these eighteen years, we have often asked ourselves;
"How do we do church and how do we live a Christian
life in this real world filled with tensions, conflict, and
contradictions." 

The answer to this question, although sometimes
ambiguous, has been found again and again in hearing
and receiving God's Word, praying for the needs of this
world, seeking the forgiveness of our sins, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, giving ourselves to the service
of God.

Opening Hymn.

Prayer.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid,
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts,

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Introduction of visitors.

Passing the peace of Christ to each other.

Special music.

Reading of the Scripture.
� Luke 4: 14 -19 -- Laura.
� John 3: 16 -21 -- Emma.
� 11 Corinthians: 5: 14-21 -- Erin.

Children's feature.
(Children leave for Sunday school)

Congregational prayer. (Participate together)

Almighty God, you built this church
upon a foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Jesus Christ himself as the cornerstone,
join us together by their teaching,

so that we may be a holy temple
in whom your spirit dwells:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Greetings from Karen Vanderkooy.

Congregational singing.
� Oh, Blessed are the Poor in Spirit. #231
� Other favorites.
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Affirmation of faith.
Leader.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation or distress?
Or persecution or famine?
Or nakedness or peril or sword?

People.
No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.
For we are sure
that neither death nor life,
nor Angels nor principalities,
nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us,
from the love of God. Romans, 8; 35, 37-39.

The Sermon. 
� Walter Bergen.

Topic --"The Gospel of Jesus Christ -- 18 Years Later"

Response to the sermon by Congregational song.

Congregational statements of gratitude.
(Presented in various forms such as personal statements, artwork, symbols of appreciation, etc. etc.)

Prayer Requests.

Announcements.

Closing Hymn.

Celebration with food and anniversary cake.
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Dear brothers and sisters: 
It is that time of year, and we are ready to facilitate your interest and involvement in small groups. 
At this moment several possibilities could be considered: 

1. A house group in the general area of the Menno Simons Centre 
2. A group that would meet to look at what Scripture says about prayer and then pray 
3. A morning "before work" group
4. Hearing and interacting with several individual's Faith Journey's
5. Providing contact information for persons interested in a small group with another church in their
geographical area.
6.WHAT GROUP FOCUS INTERESTS YOU? 

Would you be prepared to give leadership to a small group?  If you are committed to becoming part of a small
group, what is your preference on days, times and frequency of gathering? 

John & Herb 
Pastoral Care

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP

Today: Welcome to the 18th Anniversary of the founding of PGIMF  Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.
This morning, our service will be led by Erna Freisen; J. Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns
will be accompanying on the piano.  During the service, we will hear from Walter Bergen, our first Residence
Coordinator in 1986 when the Menno Simons Centre was opened, and communion will be served.  Jaclyn Smith
and a volunteer will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Erika Hannan & Marcie Good will be with the
intermediates.  If I’ve mixed this up, my apologies - I’m not understanding most of these divisions any more. 
Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Peter Nosco (Head of the Department of Asian Studies at UBC) spoke on Luke's
story of the two disciples walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus Easter Sunday just before sundown. Earlier that
day, they had heard women telling unbelievable stories about Jesus being alive, even though the men knew he
was dead. Ironically, the risen Jesus walked with them, explained scriptures, accepted their invitation to stay with
them that evening, but was recognized only when breaking bread as he had done about 48 hours earlier at the
Last Supper. Peter felt drawn to this story because he often does his best meditating and conversing when
walking (he paced while preaching). He asked whether, like the two disciples, we do not find God because we
overlook the possibility of encountering him in the simple things of life such as having tea, gardening or sitting
quietly. We worship a great God, but do we (like Cleopas) ever invite God to stay with us? In the story, just at
that crucial moment of recognition, Jesus moved on, much as Philip was spirited away immediately after
baptizing the Eunuch. Perhaps this teaches that when work is done, we need to move on, because there is much
more work to do. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
October 3 Diet Neufeld -
October 10 Liturgical Service Thanksgiving
October 17 Gordon Nickel Christians & Muslims
October 24 tba (probably MC Canada Witness) -

Sunday School: Adults, get your dibs in early on a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or
older kids by calling Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen for 3–5 year olds and nursery 0–2, Cynthia Friesen for 6–8 year
olds, and Mark Northey for 9 and over.  We welcome all efforts to train our children up in the way that they
should go.
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Hello everybody. I am sending this email to all of you to say hello, and also to ask you if you know an apartment
with two bedrooms. I want to move with my roommate, a German guy, UBC student as soon as I can. I will
prefer if the apartment is located near to Kitsilano, Point Grey or in between Granville and UBC close to
Broadway. I need a cheap one !! We don’t smoke or drink..we need a quiet place.  If any of you know someone,
please let me know as soon as you can.  Thank you very much to all of you.  

Chris Berrio

Making Sense of Kids with Gordon Neufeld
Young parents are invited to register for the upcoming 8-week course (Tuesday nights) with psychologist
Gordon Neufeld. “It is my desire to teach in such a way that those involved with children can get a sense of
their charges from inside out."  A traditional lecture approach marries Gordon’s easy style with his ability to
simplify conflicting paradigms about child-rearing.  PGIMF will pay 50% of the registration fee for young
couples from the church who want to enroll.   For more course information, see www.gordonneufeld.com; 
and to get help with registration, see Cynthia Friesen or Nadine Neudorf-Thiessen.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   PRAISE AND PRAYER.  Richard and Hazel Funk are MBMS International missionaries in Austria.
They are praising God for His intervention and resolution on the important issue of “Baptism and Church
Membership” as it related to the congregation. They ask your prayers as they search for two more people to join
the leadership team in anticipation of the Funks’ upcoming MINA (Ministry in N.A.) and Study Leave beginning
in January, 2005.

MCC Relief Sale   We are rejoicing here at MCC this week. Our Abbotsford MCC Festival, Auction and Relief
Sale was a wonderful success. Even though we had record rainfall here on Saturday, there was nothing that could
dampen the spirit of giving this past weekend. Donations are still being counted but so far we have raised
$481,700 for MCC's Generations at Risk project, helping people around the world who are infected and affected
by HIV/AIDS. We praise God for cheerful givers and for tireless volunteers who make this event possible. 

Musica Intima vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong at St. Phillips, 3737 W. 27th Ave on
Sunday September 26th at 7:30 pm.  Please join us!

Cantata Singers   Oktoberfest  Join Vancouver Cantata Singers for a gala fund-raising event featuring dinner,
silent auction and dancing to a Bavarian band!Saturday, October 16, 6:30pm  Taproom at the Granville Island
Brewery  For tickets and information call our office at 604-730-8856. 

Mennonite Historical Society Annual Fundraising Banquet. "Shepherds, Servants & Prophets: Saints & Sinners
Among Russian Mennonite Leaders".  Come for a colourful overview of early 20th century Mennonite history
through the lives of our leaders with Dr. Harry Loewen.  Saturday Oct. 16th 2004 at 6:00 p.m. at Columbia Place
(CBC), Abbotsford, B.C. For tickets please see Peter Neudorf or contact the office at 604-853-6177.(CBC),
Abbotsford, B.C. For tickets please see Peter Neudorf or contact the office at 604-853-6177. 

A reminder that the Annual Women's Retreat will occur the weekend of October 15-17,2004. This is a weekend
for women only, where they can enjoy sessions with speaker Charlotte Martens Dyck on the topic "It's All
Relative", various crafts and activities, and a lot more.  More information is available from Camp Stillwood at
604-858-6845 or www.stillwood.ca. 



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

Seminars offered on homosexuality
Walking in grace is the first of two seminars originally called for presenting at the extraordinary delegate
meeting in March. The seminar, on October 22-23, will look at homosexuality from a theological and practical
ministry perspective. A second seminar, in 2005, will address how Mennonite church structures support our
belief and practice.

Speakers are Willard Swartley, professor at AMBS and author of Homosexuality: Biblical Interpretation and
Moral Discernment, and Toni Dolfo-Smith and Neil Rempel, who work with Living Waters, an organization
that addresses emotional and sexual issues and is dedicated to speaking biblical truth with compassion. 

Swartley will look at scripture, culture and the church as they relate to homosexuality. A copy of Swartley’’s
book is available for $20 from the MC B.C. office. Dolfo-Smith and Rempel will share their experiences of
same-sex attraction, and what it means to create a loving ministry in the church.

The seminar is $40. Register through your church or through the MC B.C. office before September 28. (A late
registration fee will apply after that date.) For further information call (604) 850-6658 or e-mail:

.  This seminar is part of the season of discernment undertaken by all churches in MCBC at
the last extraordinary meeting and your participation would be most welcome.

***Please see Don Teichroeb if you can go.***

MCBC Conference Positions

Greetings in the name of Christ,
We in the nominations Committee need your help in finding persons to fill the following positions with MCBC.
We would be grateful if you could supply us with names that could be contacted by us to fill the various
vacancies. At the present the most pressing need is the position on the CBC board which needs to be filled
before the annual meeting of CBC. We need to have a voice in how our school operates. It is crucial that we
fill this position. The following positions will need to be filled for our annual meeting in February:
Church Ministries 1
Finance Committee 3
ECDC 4
Nominations 5
Camp Committee 3
Program Committee 2
CBC 3
Thank your for your help.

Mary Woelk

Graduate Faculty & Christian Forum (GFCF) will feature several fascinating speakers this year, including
Preston Manning, John Stackhouse and Jens Zimmerman.  The first meeting this year will feature Calvin deWitt,
professor of Environmental Studies (University of Wisconsin - Madison) speaking on “"Eco-Stewardship 2004:
New Perspectives on the Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis".  Historically our ecological crises have been
precipitated by our biblical “dominion” viewpoint.  DeWitt brings biblical scholarship to bear on a theory of
green stewardship quite unlike that of “dominion”.  More details can be found on the website at http://gfcf-
ubc.ca.   The lecture will be held Wednesday September 29th at 4:00 pm at  the Liu Institute for Global Issues,
6476 NW Marine Drive (Near International House and Gate 6)

St Phillips Rummage Sale   3737 W. 27th Ave, Saturday October 2nd 10:00 am - 4:00 pm Lots of good stuff!


