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September 27th, 2009
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Andre Pekovich, Evan
Kreider will lead us in song, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher. 
Later we will hear from Gay Lynn Voth whose sermon is entitled “Co-creating a world we can live with”
from the passages in Mark 9:39-41 and 50, and Psalm 124. Please join us in the dining room after the
service for coffee, cake and fellowship.

Last Sunday   On September 20th, 2009, we celebrated our 23rd anniversary by having Rev. Sylvia
Cleland (West Point Grey Presbyterian Church) speak. Rosie had spoken at their 97th anniversary. Sylvia
noted that people seldom say "You're welcome" in response to our "Thank you!" Instead, current lingo uses
"No problem", which is far less truthful and less welcoming. In Mark 9:30-37, the word "welcome' is used
four times. Jesus, tired of his disciples’ argument over their inheritance in his kingdom, took a powerless
little child in his arms, and declared that whoever wants to
be first must view himself as being the last and must be a
servant to everyone else. He then added, "If you welcome
even a child, you welcome me . . . and the one who sent
me." Today we are Christ's disciples, living in our "me
first" society which honours sports figures (only if they
obtain first place), politicians (but only those who win),
and entrepreneurs (but only those who succeed). However,
until the world truly welcomes all of its children and other
powerless individuals, there cannot be peace in our society.
Sylvia concluded by asking how PGIMF will be looking
out for the children and the powerless in Vancouver,
particularly while the world's most wealthy and powerful
people come to play on our doorstep? [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
October 4 Andre Pekovich Peace & plenty 
October 11 Service of worship and prayer Thanksgiving 
October 18 Jim Neudorf -
Octrober 25 Paul Thiessen Job

Food Groups.  Anyone who did not get a food group list, or who wishes to join one to help provide the coffee
and goodies for our time of fellowship after the service is encouraged to contact Hannelore Schowalter.  Thank
you to all in the fellowship who make this such a success, and contribute so much to the warm reception many
tell us of when they visit the fellowship.  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Abendmusik VespersAbendmusik VespersAbendmusik VespersAbendmusik Vespers

You are all invited to a worshipful
time of music and prayer at the

Abendmusik Choir’s  Thanksgiving

Vespers.  Offering taken, all donations
to benefit the Menno Simons Centre. 
October 3rd at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel
Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount
Lehman Road, Abbotsford, and
October 4th at 8:00 pm at Knox United
Church, Balaclava and 41st, Vancouver



Church list   Please see the church list on the wall in the hall - update your own and anybody else’s
information of which you are aware.  If you are a new attender and wish to be on the church list, please feel
free to add your information to the list.  You will be given a mailbox and added to the church e-mail

notification list  All are welcome!   LAST SUNDAY!

The Wider Church

MBMSI    John & Evelyn Wiens are enjoying the conversation of six high school students engaged in an
Alpha program in Zaporozhye, Ukraine. Pray for the Wiens’ as they build relationships through this
opportunity, through their English classes, and as they master the Russian language. 

MCC    The 40th annual MCC Festival Auction and Relief Sale drew thousands of people to the Abbotsford
TRADEX to eat, shop, visit, play, listen, bid and give over $650,000 for MCC’s Food for All projects around
the world.  One unique auction item was an oak seedling that was the grandchild of the great Chortitza Oak in
Ukraine.  Two buyers bought the seedling for $14,000, which will be planted at the Reach Gallery Museum. 
Other highlights included the quilt auction, which raised $22,775 with the highest selling quilt going for
$6000. This year’s MCC  loaf of bread, made by Cottage Bakery, sold for more than $18,000.

MHSBC   The Mennonite Historical Society of BC is having their Annual Fundraising Banquet An Evening
in Paraguay" with guest speaker Dr. Jacob Warkentin. October 17th 2009 in the Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church,
2051 Windsor Street, Abbotsford, at 6:00 pm. Tickets are on sale now at the MHSBC office. 604-853-6177. 

Pacific Theatre presents The Last Days of Judas Iscariot: A Staged Reading by Stephen Adly Guirgis.  In a
courtroom in Hope, a place  halfway between Heaven and Hell, history’s most infamous sinner stands trial. 
The witnesses – Mother Teresa, Pontius Pilate, Sigmund Freud, a foul-mouthed Saint Monica, a high school
football coach, a handful of Jesus’ disciples – decide eternal questions of forgiveness, mercy, and eternal
damnation. Directed by Stephen Drover. Runs October 7th - 17th, Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm, Saturday
matinees 2pm.  Tickets $30 ($20 s/s); matinees $17.  For tickets call 604.731.5518 or click 
www.pacifictheatre.org.

Psalm 124

Thanksgiving for Israel’s Deliverance

A Song of Ascents. Of David.

1If it had not been the Lord who was on our side
   —let Israel now say—
2if it had not been the Lord who was on our side,
   when our enemies attacked us,
3then they would have swallowed us up alive,
   when their anger was kindled against us;
4then the flood would have swept us away,
   the torrent would have gone over us;
5then over us would have gone
   the raging waters.

6Blessed be the Lord,
   who has not given us
   as prey to their teeth.
7We have escaped like a bird
   from the snare of the fowlers;
the snare is broken,
   and we have escaped.

8Our help is in the name of the Lord,
   who made heaven and earth.     [NRSV]



Esther 7:1-6, 9-10   &   9:20-22

7   1So the king and Haman went in to feast with

Queen Esther. 2On the second day, as they were
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther,
‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be
granted you. And what is your request? Even to
the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’
3Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won
your favour, O king, and if it pleases the king, let
my life be given me—that is my petition—and
the lives of my people—that is my request. 4For
we have been sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If
we had been sold merely as slaves, men and
women, I would have held my peace; but no
enemy can compensate for this damage to the
king.’ 5Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen
Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who has
presumed to do this?’ 6Esther said, ‘A foe and
enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman was
terrified before the king and the queen. 7The king
rose from the feast in wrath and went into the
palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg his life
from Queen Esther, for he saw that the king had
determined to destroy him. 8When the king
returned from the palace garden to the banquet
hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch
where Esther was reclining; and the king said,

‘Will he even assault the queen in my presence,
in my own house?’ As the words left the mouth
of the king, they covered Haman’s face. 9Then
Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the
king, said, ‘Look, the very gallows that Haman
has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the
king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’
And the king said, ‘Hang him on that.’ 10So they
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the
king abated.

9  20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent

letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far,
21enjoining them that they should keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the
fifteenth day of the same month, year by year,
22as the days on which the Jews gained relief
from their enemies, and as the month that had
been turned for them from sorrow into gladness
and from mourning into a holiday; that they
should make them days of feasting and gladness,
days for sending gifts of food to one another and
presents to the poor. 23So the Jews adopted as a
custom what they had begun to do, as Mordecai
had written to them.    [NRSV]

Mark 9:38 - 50

38 John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us.’ 39But
Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who
does a deed of power in my name will be able
soon afterwards to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you,
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no
means lose the reward.

42 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one
of these little ones who believe in me, it would
be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the
sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it

off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than
to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter
life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown
into hell.  47And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter
the kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

49 ‘For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is
good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.’     [NRSV]



Call to Worship

based on James 5:13-20 [NRSV]

13Brothers and sisters, are any among you suffering? 

Yea Lord, we shall pray. 

Brothers and sisters, are any cheerful? 

Yea Lord, we shall sing songs of praise. 

14Brothers and sisters, are any among you sick? 

Yea Lord, we shall call for the elders of the church and have them pray over us, anointing us
with oil in the name of the Lord. 

15The Lord tells us the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and the Lord says anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 

16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. 

Yea, Lord, we know the prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 

19 Brothers and sisters, if any among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 20you
should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death
and will cover a multitude of sins.  

Therefore, Lord, shall we pray and sing and confess to you this day.   All praise be unto your holy
name!


