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Welcome to the 22nd anniversary service of Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be
led in worship by Veronica Dyck, in song by Edwin Hintz, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry
Neufeld is your usher.  Later we will hear from J. Evan Kreider, whose sermon is entiteld “Turn and Live”, based
on the lectionary readings, particularly Ezekiel 18.  Although parents are requested to make their own

arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel

during the service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for

sitting or instruction from one of our many angels who are called to care.  Please join us in the lounge after the
service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   On September 21, 2008, Karl Brown spoke on two of the morning's lectionary texts. Exodus 16
(and Numbers 11) tells of the wandering Jews being provided quails (blown off course while migrating) and
manna, which tasted much like sweetened coriander seed. The passage from Matthew 20 gives the parable about
vineyard workers each receiving the same day's wage even though some men worked all day and others only a
partial day. Unfortunately, this puzzling parable is one for which we lack Jesus' explanation. Some people have
suggested this is about last-minute conversions, others feel it describes a generous God. Both stories (Exodus and
Matthew) conclude with people complaining, in spite of receiving good things. In Exodus, people complained
about having the same thing to eat all the time (and not the garlic and spices they learned to love after being in
Egypt for 20 generations). In the parable from Matthew, workers complained even though they had received work
in the midst of a depressed labour market, and even though the wages paid were ostensibly fair for a full day's
work. Karl suggested that we look at these two stories as illustrating God's gifts to us. Every meal, every penny,
every minute of life is from God. Some people live long, some only a few years, but all are sustained by the same
generous God. We, like the Jews in these ancient stories, may (and will) complain, but these stories remind us
that God loves and sustains us. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
October 5 James Wittenberg Romans 14
October 12 J Evan Kreider Thanksgiving service
October 19             Laura Eriksson -
October 26             Jim Neudorf -

++++Abendmusik    You are all invited to a magnificent and worshipful time for the Abendmusik Choir’s 

Thanksgiving Vespers to kick off the 22nd season of this group.  Offering taken, all donations to benefit the
Menno Simons Centre.   Saturday October 4th at 8:00 pm at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount
Lehman Rd, Abbotsford and Sunday October 5th at Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava St.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Food groups   Hopefully you’ve all received your new
"food group” lists. Thanks to all in the September group
who are willing to make this happen on short notice. 
Additional food group lists will be available in case you
are unable to print yours out. Copies will not be placed in
each mail slot unless you request one. 

PGIMF Website   There are two new links on the
PGIMF website, thanks to Kevin.  News and Notes is the
monthly newsletter of the Mennonite Church of British
Columbia. The MCBC Women's Ministry has its own
blog called Bridging the Gap.  Go to www.pgimf.org and look at the bottom right for the new links - check them
out! 

Vancouver Cantata Singers need volunteer help with a number of activities, and are assembling a pool of
volunteers on whom to call when help is needed. Specifically, help will be needed with things like: mailouts,
concert front of house help, flyer distribution, etc... If you are interested in volunteering, please let Eric know. 

The Wider Church

MBMSI    As you pray today for Trever & Joan Godard, MBMS International team leaders for the Matthew
Team in \Guadalajara, Mexico, pray for funding and visas for the 4 students who arrive this fall at the Matthew
Training Centre (MTC). Also pray that the funds would come in for the down payment for the MTC building.

Cantata Singers    You are invited to Everlasting Light; Music for choir and marimba, featuring percussionist
Anne-Julie Caron at 8:00 pm on Friday, October 17 & Saturday, October 18 at Ryerson United Church, 2195
West 45 Avenue in Vancouver.  Tickets $26/$22 from 604-730-8856, or at Sikora’s (432 W Hastings St.) or
online at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com
  

Mennonite Historical Society of BC will be featuring a 2 day celebration on October 18th and 19th entitled Sixty

Years of Peace & Plenty: Mennonite Refugees Remember at Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Rd.
Saturday’s event begins at 2:00 pm and will feature displays, artifact exhibits, author book signings, music &

drama and the film The Great Trek. Free admission. On Saturday evening our Annual Fund Raising Banquet

commences at 6:00 pm with featured speaker Dr. Harry
Loewen. Tickets for the banquet are available through the
MHSBC office (604-853-6177). Sunday’s prgramme

begins at 2:30 pm  and celebrates a Festival of

Thanksgiving in Story & Song. Free admission. 

MCC Relief Sale   More than $650,000 was raised at last
weekend’s event in Abbotsford, and donations are still
being counted.  Penny Power raised more than $20,000
for homeless around the world, and will be matched 4:1
by CIDA.  We hope to have a figure for our own PGIMF
coffee booth soon.

   

YOU can partner with Gather and Give!  Join us for a tour of our Warehouse, especially designed for pastors,
youth pastors, and lay leaders on Tuesday September 30th from 11 am - 12 noon, or 1 - 2 pm, or Wednesday
October 1st from, 7-8 pm.  Come alone or bing your staff, youth leaders or missions committee to hear about this
discipleship opportunity.  Gather and Give is a non-profit Christian charity that provides 65+ kits per month to
low income/in-crisis individuals and families referred by 80+ front-line organizations in the Metro Vancouver
area. The warehouse is located at  #105-418 E. Kent Ave South.  RSVP to (available from webmaster)

FFFFChurch list   Please see the church list on the

wall in the hall - update your own and anybody
else’s information of which you are aware.  If
you are a new attender and wish to be on the
church list, please feel free to add your
information to the list.  You will be given a
mailbox and added to the church e-mail list  All
are welcome!

Quote of the Week
It's extraordinary to me that the United
States can find $700 billion to save Wall
Street and the entire G8 can't find $25
billion dollars to saved 25,000 children who
die every day from preventable diseases. 



In this day and age, it is popular to say you are "spiritual but not religious" and I find that
completely unsatisfying. I am religious. Or to put it differently, I believe in organized spirituality. I’m
afraid that this “spiritual but not religious” sentiment just leads to the individualization of spirituality
where we can each sort of go and do our own little thing in our own time and our own space,
removed perhaps from a history, from a tradition, from a community. I find that individualization of
spirituality very problematic. I want to be connected to a community, I want to meet with people, I
want to be part of a community where the people think very differently than me and people who
disagree with me and all those kind of things. So I’m spiritual and religious both. - Will
Braun

The BC Mennonite Women’s Retreat Wonder: The Call to Creative Living - don’t miss the opportunity to get
away from the rat race, refresh your bodies and renew your minds. Come to the MCBC Women’s Retreat at
Camp Squeah on October 24- 26, 2008. Details of the retreat or to register please go online to www.squeah.com
or ask your church secretary for the retreat brochure. Important: Online registration through the Camp Squeah
website is only available until Sept. 28. After that you must mail in your registration.

Register today for the Church and Affordable Housing Conference - Oct 17th and 18th at Broadway Church.
Join us and find out how you can be part of the solving this crisis. www.shalomseekers.com 604.687.7292
Conference $60 Students/seniors $25    Connect - Learn - Act

Matthew 21:23-32

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask
you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I
will also tell you by what authority I do these
things. 25Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they
argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not
believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”,
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not
know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he
went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but
later he changed his mind and went. 30The father
went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of
the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The
first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the
tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to
you in the way of righteousness and you did not
believe him, but the tax-collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him.

[NRSV]



Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Individual Retribution

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean
by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, says the Lord God,
this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the
person who sins that shall die.

5 If a man is righteous and does what is lawful and
right— 6if he does not eat upon the mountains or lift
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not
defile his neighbour’s wife or approach a woman
during her menstrual period, 7does not oppress anyone,
but restores to the debtor his pledge, commits no
robbery, gives his bread to the hungry and covers the
naked with a garment, 8does not take advance or
accrued interest, withholds his hand from iniquity,
executes true justice between contending parties,
9follows my statutes, and is careful to observe my
ordinances, acting faithfully—such a one is righteous;
he shall surely live, says the Lord God.

10 If he has a son who is violent, a shedder of blood,
11who does any of these things (though his father does
none of them), who eats upon the mountains, defiles
his neighbour’s wife, 12oppresses the poor and needy,
commits robbery, does not restore the pledge, lifts up
his eyes to the idols, commits abomination, 13takes
advance or accrued interest; shall he then live? He
shall not. He has done all these abominable things; he
shall surely die; his blood shall be upon himself.

14 But if this man has a son who sees all the sins that
his father has done, considers, and does not do
likewise, 15who does not eat upon the mountains or lift
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not
defile his neighbour’s wife, 16does not wrong anyone,
exacts no pledge, commits no robbery, but gives his
bread to the hungry and covers the naked with a
garment, 17withholds his hand from iniquity, takes no
advance or accrued interest, observes my ordinances,
and follows my statutes; he shall not die for his
father’s iniquity; he shall surely live. 18As for his
father, because he practised extortion, robbed his
brother, and did what is not good among his people, he
dies for his iniquity.

19 Yet you say, ‘Why should not the son suffer for the
iniquity of the father?’ When the son has done what is
lawful and right, and has been careful to observe all
my statutes, he shall surely live. 20The person who sins
shall die. A child shall not suffer for the iniquity of a
parent, nor a parent suffer for the iniquity of a child;
the righteousness of the righteous shall be his own, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be his own.

21 But if the wicked turn away from all their sins that
they have committed and keep all my statutes and do
what is lawful and right, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. 22None of the transgressions that they
have committed shall be remembered against them; for
the righteousness that they have done they shall live.
23Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, says
the Lord God, and not rather that they should turn from
their ways and live? 24But when the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity and
do the same abominable things that the wicked do,
shall they live? None of the righteous deeds that they
have done shall be remembered; for the treachery of
which they are guilty and the sin they have committed,
they shall die.

25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear
now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not
your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked
turn away from the wickedness they have committed
and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 28Because they considered and turned away from
all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of
you according to your ways, says the Lord God.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
God. Turn, then, and live.

    [NRSV]


