
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

September 28th,  2014
Thomas Bergen  - Liturgies of the Mall

Worship leader: Travis Martin Music: Paul Thiessen
Accompanist: Cara Bergen Usher: Erna Freisen

Last Sunday  Jim Neudorf invited us to respond interactively throughout his sermon, and since no
personally identifiable information was revealed, the recording is posted online in its entirety. The
pessimistic passage in Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 described a bleak reality, prompting comments about its
sense of fatalism, resignation, despair, and hopelessness. Like the Greek myth of Sisyphus, our past
employment or business efforts may feel futile: an echo of the curse of Eden: sweat and toil, dust to
dust (Genesis 3:19). However, Psalm 90 starts out with a sense of hope by recognizing that God is our
dwelling place throughout all generations. Walter Brueggemann's The Message of the Psalms
categories them into 3 types: orientation, disorientation and new orientation. Psalm 8 is an example
of an orientation psalm (Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth). In a disorientation
psalm, an uncensored complaint shows how honest our discourse can be with God in prayer. In the
classic book, Managing Transitions, William Bridges describes how there is no shortcut from
recognizing the ending, working through the neutral zone, and re-orienting to the new beginning. In
The Gifts of Imperfection, Brené Brown's says, "We cannot selectively numb emotions; when we numb
the painful emotions, we also numb the positive emotions."  Psalm 90 is a prayer to bring the spiritual
into our everyday activities and give them meaning. Whether we are spinning clay pots, writing
scholarly papers, or constructing buildings, we can find joy in ordinary work. Even painful experiences
can be made meaningful by sharing them for others to learn from. If we reflect, and focus on our
relationships, we may recognize the enduring legacies that others have left to us, whether they
intended to or not. The congregation responsively read aloud the concluding verse 17, praying
collectively to establish the work of our hands. [KH]

L   Friday Group   The first session of the Friday morning group begins this Friday morning, October
3rd at First Mennonite’s Education Building at 659 E. 52 Ave.  We’ll discuss The New Parish, by Sparks,
Soerens and Friesen.  Please read the Introduction and Chapter 1.  All welcome.

PGIMF News
October 5 Veronica Dyck World Communion Sunday
October 12 Readings and Prayers for Thanksgiving Sunday
October 19 Heather Murray TBA
October 26 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Stadium

Wider Church
MCC    A big thank you to all who came out to the annual MCC Festival for World Relief on
September 12&13.  Though totals are not final from all projects and donations, the sale raised over
$654,000 so far! To read more about the projects these donations support, visit www.mccbc.ca 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
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Pacific Theatre
Pacific Theatre invites you to their first show of the 2014-15 season, Richard Nash’s The Rainmaker.  A
charismatic man comes to the drought-ridden ranch where Lizzie and her family see their dreams
vanishing in the barren lands.  He promises the family more than rain - he promises Lizzie hope - or
does he?  This delightful prairie romance runs on the Main Stage at Pacific Theatre (1440 W. 12

th
 Ave.

at Hemlock) from October 10 - November 1 with shows Wednesday - Saturday at 8:00 pm and 2:00
pm matinees on Saturdays.  Tickets $26.25 adults and S/S, available at the box office at 604-731-5518
or online at www.pacifictheatre.org.  Seasons tickets also available at a substantial discount online -
check the homepage for more details.

Breakfast Event - Coming Out on Mental Health    Mental illness is not selective. Business
executives, clergy, health professionals, family and good friends from all cultures have stories to tell. 
Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries co-hosts a special event to propagate Mental Illness Awareness
Week (dates not known) featuring Tom Cooper, Dr. Sharon Smith (Executive Director of Sanctuary
and speaker at PGIMF in 2013) lead in a wide-ranging conversation.  Event takes place October 10th at
7:00 am at the Vancouver Club, 915 W. Hastings St. Vancouver.   Tickets $40 available on-line at
http://www.cityinfocus.ca/upcoming/ (And you should open the link at City in Focus for the most
fascinating home page I’ve yet seen!)

Vancouver Cantata Singers invite you to attend the opening concert of their 2014-5 season
Saturday October 25th at 8:00 pm at Christ Church Cathedral 690 Burrard St. in Vancouver.  Frank
Martin’s Mass for Unaccompanied Double Choir leads off a concert entitled Baroque Heritage &
Modern Age.   The concert also featuring works by Bach, Stravinsky, Bloch, Poulenc and Orban.   
Tickets $30 ($25 Students/Seniors) at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com.  You can also subscribe to
the whole season and save 20% - $112 for adults, $99 students/seniors.  

Call to Worship

Leader: Come to hear the Word.

People: Come to do the Word.

Leader: Come to experience Comfort.

People: Come to experience Challenge.

Leader: Come to find Cost.

People: Come to find Joy.

Leader: Come to find Humanity.

People: Come to find Community.

Leader: Come to find Church.

All: Come to find God. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-9

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away
from every believer who is idle and disruptive
and does not live according to the teaching you
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how
you ought to follow our example. We were not
idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat

anyone’s food without paying for it. On the
contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and
toiling so that we would not be a burden to any
of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have
the right to such help, but in order to offer
ourselves as a model for you to imitate.    [NIV]

Psalm 115:1-8

1Not to us, Lord, not to us
    but to your name be the glory,
    because of your love and faithfulness.

2 Why do the nations say,
    “Where is their God?”
3 Our God is in heaven;
    he does whatever pleases him.
4 But their idols are silver and gold,
    made by human hands.

5 They have mouths, but cannot speak,
    eyes, but cannot see.
6 They have ears, but cannot hear,
    noses, but cannot smell.
7 They have hands, but cannot feel,
    feet, but cannot walk,
    nor can they utter a sound with their throats.
8 Those who make them will be like them,
    and so will all who trust in them.    [NIV]

Deuteronomy 12:28-32

28Be careful to obey all these regulations I am
giving you, so that it may always go well with
you and your children after you, because you will
be doing what is good and right in the eyes of
the Lord your God. 29 The Lord your God will cut
off before you the nations you are about to
invade and dispossess. But when you have driven
them out and settled in their land, 30 and after
they have been destroyed before you, be careful

not to be ensnared by inquiring about their gods,
saying, “How do these nations serve their gods?
We will do the same.” 31 You must not worship
the Lord your God in their way, because in
worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of
detestable things the Lord hates. They even burn
their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices
to their gods. 32 See that you do all I command
you; do not add to it or take away from it.    [NIV]

Matthew 6:19-21, 24

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal.  21For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.

22“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes

are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.
23But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light within
you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24“No one can serve two masters. Either you will
hate the one and love the other, or you will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and money.    [NIV]


